
Welcome to summer of NYTD!
Session starts at 12pm EST

• Please turn your video off and mute your line
• This session is being recorded
• See ZOOM Help Center for connection issues: 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us
• If issues persist and solutions cannot be found through Zoom contact 

hl332@cornell.edu

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us
mailto:hl332@cornell.edu
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National Data Archive on Child Abuse and Neglect
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Introduction

• Summer Schedule:
• August 8th  — Introduction
• August 15th  — Data Structure
• August 22nd   — Expert Presentation I
• August 29th  — Expert Presentation II
• September 5th  — Linking to NCANDS & AFCARS
• September 12th — Research Presentation I
• September 19th — Research Presentation II



Today’s Presentation

• Data Structure

• Presenter: Erin McCauley, BCTR at Cornell

• Contact Information: ejm354@cornell.edu

mailto:ejm354@cornell.edu


Agenda

• Data access
• Service versus outcome files
• Additional resources available through NDACAN at BCTR



How to download

• http://ndacan.cornell.edu/
• DATASETS
• NYTD

• Three options—Services file (dataset 214), outcomes cohort II (dataset 
213), outcomes cohort I (dataset 202)

• Order dataset
• Fill out Terms of Use Agreement for each dataset you want
• Rename and submit to NDACAN@cornell.edu
• If approved, dataset will be put on Box.com and emailed to you for 

download 

http://ndacan.cornell.edu/
mailto:NDACAN@cornell.edu
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National Youth In Transition Database
• Investigators: Children’s Bureau, Department of Health 

and Human Services 
• Structure: Using reporting from the John H. Chafee 

Foster Care Independence Program (CFCIP) there are 
two types of files.
• Services File: Cross-section information on services 

provided and the youth who receive them. 
• Outcome Files: Surveys collecting information about 

the well-being, financial, and educational outcomes 
for youth who transitioned out of foster care without 
finding a permanent home. 



CFCIP

• Initiated in an effort to improve outcomes for youth in foster care 
who are likely to reach their 18th birthday without finding a 
permanent home. 

• Gave funding to states to develop and administer programs aimed at 
easing the transition from foster care to independence. 

• Required states to report:
• Services provided through the CFCIP
• Youth outcomes to assess the effectiveness of programs



Services Component

• One dataset containing cumulative data starting in 2011
• Cross-section information reported every six months on 

a continuing basis
• Dataset 214





Services Variables

• Youth Information
• Demographic Information

• Location, sex, race, ethnicity, DOB
• Year and date of report
• Delinquency and education information

• Services
• Actual services received which were provided with funding from the CFCIP 

(for example: career preparation, budget and financial management, 
mentoring)

• All services are dichotomous



Youth info

Created Vars



Services



Variable Label Services: Academic Support

Definition Academic supports are services designed to help a youth complete high school or obtain 
a General Equivalency Degree (GED). Such services include the following:
• Academic counseling;
• preparation for a GED,including assistance in applying for or studying for a GED exam;
• tutoring;
• help with homework;
• study skills training;
• literacy training; and
• help accessing  educational resources.
Academic support does not include a youth's general attendance in high school. 
"Yes" means the youth received academic supports during the reporting period that 
were paid for or provided by the State agency.

Data Type F2.0

NYTD Element #21

AcSuppSv

Value Value Label

0 No

1 Yes

77 Blank



Variable Label Services: Post-Secondary Educational Support

Definition Post-secondary educational support are services designed to help a youth enter or 
complete a post-secondary education and include the following:
• Classes for test preparation, such as the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT);
• counseling about college;
• information about financial aid and scholarships;
• help completing college or loan applications; or
• tutoring while in college.
"Yes" means the youth received post-secondary educational support during the 
reporting period that was paid for or provided by the State agency.

Data Type F2.0

NYTD Element #22

PSEdSuppSv

Value Value Label

0 No

1 Yes

77 Blank



Outcomes Component

• Surveys conducted with youth to examine well-being, financial and education 
outcomes through the transition from foster care to independence

• Three phases of data provided every over year for each cohort
• Baseline conduced during the year of youth’s 17th birthday
• Follow up 1: Youth are surveyed at age 19
• Follow up 2: Youth are surveyed at age 21

• Two cohorts—2011 and 2014—with new cohorts being established every three 
years. 



Available Outcomes Data

• Cohort 1 (aged 17 in 2011)
• Dataset 202
• Waves 1-3
• Complete

• Cohort 2 (aged 17 in 2014)
• Dataset 213
• Waves 1-2
• On-going





Outcomes Variables

• Youth Information:
• Demographic Information and outcome reporting information 

• Well-being:
• Homelessness, substance abuse, incarceration, heath insurance, children, etc. 

• Financial information: 
• Employment, public financial assistance, public housing assistance, financial 

support, etc. 

• Educational Information: 
• Highest certificate completed, current enrollment, etc. 





Variable Label #49: Homelessness

Definition A youth is considered to have experienced homelessness if the youth had no regular or 
adequate place to live. This definition includes situations where the youth is living in a 
car or on the street, or staying in a homeless or other temporary shelter.
• For a 17-year-old youth in the baseline population, the data element relates to a 

youth's lifetime experiences.
• For a 19- or 21-year-old youth in the follow-up population, the data element relates 

to the youth's experience in the past two years.
"Yes" means the youth has been homeless.
"Declined" means the youth did not answer this question.

Data Type F2.0

NYTD Element #49

Homeless

Value Value Label

0 No

1 Yes

2 Declined

77 Blank



Examples using the data
NYTD Outcomes Cohort 1 (W1-W3)



Demographic Characteristics 

Gender Proportion

Male 0.518

Female 0.482

0.52

0.48

Male Female



Demographic characteristics

Race/Ethnicity Proportion
White 0.44
Black 0.30
Alaska Native 0.01
Asian 0.01
Pacific Islander 0.00
Hispanic 0.18
Multi-Racial 0.05

0.44

0.30

0.01
0.01

0.00

0.18

0.05

White Black Alaska Native Asian
Pacific Islander Hispanic Multi-Racial



Outcomes example
Outcome Mean
Incarceration

Ever 0.44
Before 0.31
After 0.29

Substance 
Abuse

Ever 0.34
Before 0.25
After 0.20

Fertility
Ever 0.27
Before 0.06
After 0.25

Homelessness
Ever 0.40
Before 0.17
After 0.31



Examples using the data
NYTD Services File



Services example
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Additional Resources available at BCTR

• User’s Guide written by staff
• User Support tab—including information for SPSS, SAS, STATA, and R 

users
• FAQ tab
• Summer Research Institute 
• canDL: child abuse and neglect Digital Library



User’s Guide

• Available on the dataset details 
page for each dataset

• Covers sampling, selection, 
motivation, organizations 
involved, overview of the 
codebook, and analytic 
considerations



User support tab

• Overall guides
• Video and pdf information for 

specific data analysis software
• Merging assistance and guides 

for specific data analysis 
software



FAQ Tab



Summer Research institute

• An online distance learning experience in the secondary analysis of child 
abuse and neglect.

• Goals: increase utilization of data and facilitate analysis for publication.
• Application: participation is selected on a competitive basis from a variety 

of disciplines and evaluated on:
• Quality of proposal
• Research background
• Intention to publish

• Overview and guide to application video:
• https://www.ndacan.cornell.edu/summer-institute/sri-video-overview.cfm



candl

• Database of references related to NDACAN which is publicly 
accessible in Zotero

• You can use canDL to:
• Find research related to NYTD or any other NDACAN dataset
• View full-text articles (availability based on your institution subscriptions)
• Find information and research related to child maltreatment
• Export or view citations in a variety of styles (such as APA)





Questions?

• Erin McCauley—Graduate Research Assistant and host of Summer of 
NYTD
• ejm354@cornell.edu

• Michael Dineen—Research Support Specialist II and Manager of NYTD
• med39@cornell.edu



Next week…

• Date: Wednesday August 22nd from 12pm - 1pm
• Presenter: Michael Dineen & Frank Edwards, BCTR at Cornell 

University
• Topic: Expert Presentation I—Converting from long to wide format, 

dealing with missingness in the data, and other common questions 
we get from data users. 
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