WELCOME
TO THE 2026
NDACAN

SUMMER
TRAINING
SERIES!

The session will begin at |2pm EST.

This session is being recorded.

Please submit questions to the Q&A box!



NDACAN SUMMER TRAINING SERIES

National Data Archive on Child Abuse and Neglect

Duke University, Cornell University, UC San Francisco, & Mathematica



QE Children’s Bureau ()
NDACAN

LAYING THE GROUNDWORK

FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS FOR USING ADMINISTRATIVE
DATA IN CHILD WELFARE RESEARCH




NDACAN SUMMER TRAINING SERIES

SCHEDULE

July Ist

Overview of NDACAN administrative datasets
July 8th

Data cleaning and management
July 15¢h

Linking NCANDS and AFCARS
July 22nd

Handling missing data
July 29th

Data presentation and visualization




SESSION AGENDA

> Brief NDACAN overview

* Discuss three main administrative datasets:
* National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDYS)
* Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS)
* National Youth in Transition Database (NYTD)




BRIEF NDACAN OVERVIEW




MISSION

The National Data Archive on Child Abuse and
Neglect (NDACAN) promotes secondary analysis
of child abuse and neglect data by providing
researchers with high quality datasets,
documentation, and technical support, and
encourages collaboration within the scientific
community.




BACKGROUND

Located at two institutions: Duke University
and Cornell University

Founded in 1988

Supported by contract with the Children’s
Bureau, Administration for Children and
Families




NDACAN
ACTIVITIES

Collect and assess child welfare data

Protect Protect confidentiality

Il iaa e Create documentation to make data usable

License and distribute datasets in multiple
formats

Disseminate

Support Support child welfare researchers

Expand the scope of child welfare research




NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT
DATA SYSTEM (NCANDS)
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OVERVIEW

A federally-sponsored national data collection effort
created for the purpose of tracking the volume and nature

of child maltreatment reporting each year within the
United States.

Data are collected annually through voluntary participation
of states.

This means users should always be wary of potential data
reporting differences across states




DATA DETAILS

Child File
Case-level records
Agency File

State-level aggregates




CHILD FILE

Contains many reports, where each report:

Is a notification of suspected child abuse
May involve one or more children (records)

May be substantiated, unsubstantiated, alternative response, or other
dispositions

Has information on the alleged maltreatment, the alleged
perpetrator(s), child and caregiver risk factors, and services received




CHILD FILE

Consist of all investigations or assessments of alleged child
maltreatment that received a disposition in the reporting year

Records are provided at the level of each child on a report, also
known as the report-child pair

This means a given child could show up multiple times if they are the
subject of multiple reports




VARIABLES

Report variables include:

Report Data (report ID, report date, disposition, investigation
start date)

Child Data (child ID, demographics)
Maltreatment Data (types, individual dispositions, fatalities)

Child Risk Factors (substance abuse, diagnosed disabilities)




VARIABLES

Child variables include:
Caregiver Risk Factors (substance abuse, financial problems)
Services (foster care, adoption, counseling)

Perpetrator Data (relationship to victim, demographics, sex
trafficking)

Additional Fields (AFCARS ID, date of death, plan of safe care,
referral to CARA-related services)




Child File Entity Relationships

Child |

A report can pertain to more than one child.

Child |

A child can be the subject of more than one report
in the reporting period.



Child File Entity Relationships

" Maltreatment |

* Maltreatment 2 |

' Maltreatment 3 |
Perpetrator B

+ Maltreatment 4

For a child in a report, each perpetrator can be
associated with each instance of reported maltreatment.



Child File Entity Relationships

Child |
Report A

Child 2

Child 2

Perpetrator A

Report B
Child 3

A perpetrator can be associated with more than one report
and more than one child in a report.



AGENCY FILE

The unit of observation here is the state

So N=52 observations

Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (CAPTA)
required items




AGENCY FILE

Summary data
Prevention Services
Referrals and Reports

Additional information on child victims reported in the
Child File

Part C of IDEA reporting
Child Fatalities




CHILD MALTREATMENT REPORT

Contains state-level summary statistics are published
annually by the Children’s Bureau in the Child 2024
Maltreatment Report X

Link to 2024 report:
https://acf.gov/cb/report/child-maltreatment-2024

Child Maltreatment



https://acf.gov/cb/report/child-maltreatment-2024

ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE ANALYSIS
AND REPORTING SYSTEM (AFCARYS)
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OVERVIEW

Federally mandated data on all children covered by the

protections of Title IV-B/E of the Social Security Act (Section
427)

States are required to collect data on:

|. All adopted children placed by the state’s child welfare
agency or by private agencies under contract with the public
child welfare agency

2. All children in foster care for whom the state child welfare
agency has responsibility for placement, care, or supervision




DATA DETAILS

Foster Care (FC) data files contain information at the child-level
Contains information on:
Child demographics (gender, birth date, race and ethnicity)
Their experience in foster care

Removal reason, the number of previous stays in FC, service goals,
availability for adoption, dates of removal and discharge, funding
sources

Demographic information about the child’s caregiver




DATA DETAILS

Adoption data files contain information on

Demographics of the adopted child (gender, race, birth date,
ethnicity)

Prior relationship with the adoptive parents
The date the adoption was finalized

And dates parental rights were terminated
Characteristics of birth and adoptive parents

Whether the child was placed from within or outside of the US




RECENT CHANGES

Start
10/1/2022

1993 Final Rule

20A 21A 22A
20B 21B 22B

October 2019 October 2024

2020 Final Rule



RECENT CHANGES

States report all removals, permanency plans, and
placements

From 66 elements to 186

Foster care and Adoption files are now combined into the
Out of Home Care file

Some variable definitions changed




RECENT CHANGES

Best practices:
Pay particular attention to years

Plot variables longitudinally (by year) and look for any jumps or
discontinuities

Always check missingness and cross-tabs (and by state!)

Read codebook and variable definitions carefully




RESEARCH EXAMPLE

PPPPPP

Figure 1. Use of inadequate housing as the removal reason.




NATIONAL YOUTH IN TRANSITION
DATABASE
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OVERVIEW

Data collection is mandated by the John H. Chafee Foster Care
Program for Successful Transition to Adulthood (Section 477 of Social
Security Act, as amended by PL.| 15-123).

Unique compared to NCANDS and AFCARS because it is derived
from survey-based data

Goal is to help improve our understanding of understand how (and
how well) states are preparing youth in the child welfare system for
adulthood




DATA DETAILS

Data are at the case-level

Two files:

Services (updated annually, data on all children
who received services)

Outcomes (survey-based)




DATA DETAILS

Services

Academic supports, career preparation, budgeting, mentoring, health
education, housing education, financial assistance, etc.

Outcomes

Financial self-sufficiency, educational attainment homelessness, high-
risk behaviors, connection with adults, access to health insurance,
incarceration, etc.




DATA COLLECTION

States began reporting in October 2010

Cohort-based for Outcomes file
Initial wave for what’s referred to as the “baseline population”

All youth in foster care who reach their |7t birthday in
FY2011 and then every third fiscal year following

They are then followed up with at age |9 and 21




DATA COLLECTION

NYTD Data Collection Schedule, FFYs 2021-2030

Reporting Population FY 21 FY 22 FY 23 FY 24 FY 25 FY 26 FY 27 FY 28 FY 29 FY 30
Infnr_n?ation D.n youth v v v v v v v v v v
receiving services
Information on youth v v 4
outcomes (17-year-olds Cohort Cohort Cohort
in foster care) 5 6 7

v v v
Information on youth
Cohort Cohort Cohort
outcomes (At age 19)
4 5 6
v v v v
Information on youth
Cohort Cohort Cohort Cohort
outcomes (At age 21) 3 4 c 6




RESEARCH EXAMPLES

canDL is a database of references related to NDACAN
datasets and to secondary research. It is maintained as a publicly
accessible Zotero database.

Link: https://www.ndacan.acf.hhs.gov/candl/candl.cfm



https://www.ndacan.acf.hhs.gov/candl/candl.cfm

QUESTIONS?

USER SUPPORT

NDACANSUPPORT@CORNELL.EDU

GARRETT BAKER

GARRETT.BAKER@DUKE.EDU

ALYSSA LINDSEY

ALYSSA.LINDSEY@UCSF.EDU
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mailto:NDACANsupport@cornell.edu
mailto:garrett.baker@duke.edu
mailto:Alyssa.lindsey@ucsf.edu

COMMENTS INTHE ZOOM CHAT

* The NDACAN website is https://www.ndacan.acf.hhs.gov and
contains the following:

* The NDACAN archive recorded a special version of its Office

Hours on using 'R’ for data analysis. It is a series called 'LeaRn with
NDACAN’ and is available on the NDACAN website.

* More information on the AFCARS changes can be found in the
NDACAN website FAQ page.

* The Child Abuse and Neglect Digital Library (canDL) is a list
of publications created using NDACAN datasets and is available on-
line here: https://www.zotero.org/groups/421939/candl/library



https://www.ndacan.acf.hhs.gov/
https://www.zotero.org/groups/421939/candl/library

NEXT WEEK...

Date: July 8
Topic: Data cleaning and management

Instructor: Alexander Roehrkasse
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