
WELCOME 
TO THE 2025 

NDACAN 
SUMMER 

TRAINING 
SERIES!

The session will begin at 12pm EST. 

Please submit questions to the Q&A box. 

This session is being recorded. 

See ZOOM Help Center for connection 

issues: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us

If issues persist and solutions cannot be 

found through Zoom, please contact  

Andres Arroyo at aa17@cornell.edu.
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NDACAN SUMMER TRAINING SERIES

National Data Archive on Child Abuse and Neglect 

Duke University, Cornell University, UC San Francisco, & Mathematica 
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LIFE CYCLE OF AN NDACAN RESEARCH PROJECT
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NDACAN SUMMER TRAINING SERIES 
SCHEDULE

• July 2nd, 2025

• Developing a research question & exploring the 

data

• July 9th, 2025

• Data management

• July 16th, 2025

• Linking data

• July 23rd, 2025

• Exploratory Analysis

• July 30th, 2025

• Visualization and finalizing the analysis
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SESSION AGENDA

• Developing a research question 

• Exploring the data 
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DEVELOPING A RESEARCH QUESTION
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FIRST PRINCIPLES FOR GOOD 
QUESTIONS

• Clarity

• Focus

• Answerability
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IMPROVING RESEARCH QUESTIONS

• How unequal is child welfare system contact?  

• What is the ratio of annual incidence of maltreatment investigation across 

ethnoracial groups?  

• How do youth experience instability after aging out of foster care? 

• What is the risk of homelessness three years after aging out of foster care? 

• Why are children placed into different types of out   -   of   -   home care?  

• What is the effect of maltreatment type on placement setting? 
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NESTING RESEARCH QUESTIONS

• Consider organizing your research question as a set of nested questions 
with different levels of specificity 

• This can help identify both theoretical implications (higher levels) and 
empirical details (lower levels) of your question(s) 

• What is the relationship between family stability and child well - being? 

• What is the relationship between foster placement and health?  

• What is the association between placement type and health in the 
transition to adulthood?  

• What is the effect of institutional placement (relative to foster family 
placement) on the risk of substance abuse referral among children 
three years after aging out of foster care?  
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WHERE TO START

• Interesting topic  

• Influential theory 

• Valuable data source 

• Innovative method 

• Compelling study 
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QUESTIONS AND “FRAMING”

• Puzzle: tension between theory and observation that your 

question can resolve 

• Caution: perhaps there’s a better - suited theory 

• Gap: absence of prior observation that your question can fill in 

• Caution: perhaps there’s a good reason for the gap 

Further reading :  “On Genre: A Few More Tips to Article - Writers” 

by Ezra W. Zuckerman 
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QUESTION DEVELOPMENT AND 
EXPLORATORY RESEARCH

1. Develop research question 

2. Identify/explore potential data sources 

a. Data documentation 

b. Data 

3. Revise/refine question 

4. Repeat 2 - 3 as necessary 

a. Avoid data dredging 

b. Consider pre - registration 

Further reading:  
“Pre - Registering Studies – What Is It, How Do You Do It, and Why?”  
by Kriti Jain, Marie Lawrence, and Jenessa Malin
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NOT REINVENTING THE WHEEL

• What sources and methods have prior researchers used to 

answer similar research questions?  

• Standard library research methods 

• What research questions have prior researchers asked using 

potential data sources? 

• Child Abuse and Neglect Digital Library (canDL)
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IDENTIFYING RELEVANT 
RESEARCH
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CANDL
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ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS

• What are your goals for your research?  

• What will sustain your interest?  

• What is your comparative advantage? 
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PRELIMINARY RESEARCH QUESTION

What is the relationship between placement history and 

unemployment among youth aging out of foster care?
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EXPLORING THE DATA
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FINDING DATA AND 
DATA DOCUMENTATION
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ACCESSING DATA AND 
DATA DOCUMENTATION
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USING DATA DOCUMENTATION
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UNDERSTANDING STUDY DESIGN
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UNDERSTANDING 
AVAILABLE DATA: 

NYTD
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UNDERSTANDING 
AVAILABLE DATA: 

AFCARS
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UNDERSTANDING MEASURES 
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REVISED RESEARCH QUESTION

What is the relationship between lifetime incidence of removal and full-

time employment among youth three years after aging out of foster care?
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QUESTIONS? 

ALEX ROEHRKASSE 
AROEHRKASSE@BUTLER.EDU

NOAH WON
NOAH.WON@DUKE.EDU

PAIGE LOGAN PRATER
PAIGE.LOGANPRATER@UCSF.EDU
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NEXT WEEK…

Date:  July 9th, 2025 

Topic:  Data Management 

Instructor:  Alex Roehrkasse 
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