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STUDY OVERVIEW

    Purpose of Study

To identify factors that significantly increase or decrease the likelihood that a child
maltreatment report will be substantiated once an investigation has occurred.

    Sampling and Data Collection Procedures

The 1,874 child maltreatment reports examined in this study are a representative sample
of abuse and neglect reports received by the New York State Child Abuse and
Maltreatment Register between April 1, 1985, and August 31, 1985.  In New York State,
all reports of child maltreatment are required by law to be immediately made known to
this state central registry (SCR) which in turn forwards the reports to county child
protective agencies for investigation.  In 1985, NYS received a total of 84,119 child
maltreatment reports.  Because state data revealed that only about 11% of all reports
were classified as abuse rather than neglect, the investigators decided to oversample
abuse reports so that a relatively equal number of abuse and neglect reports would be
chosen for analysis.  A specific concern of the study was to investigate the size and
nature of the difference in substantiation rates for reports originating from professional
sources mandated by law to report suspected cases of child maltreatment compared to
reports from non-professional sources, such as relatives and neighbors.

In order to select cases for the sample, case numbers were identified through
management reports documenting case activity.  All reports for this time period were
screened and classified as involving either abuse or neglect.  Every other abuse report
was selected for the study, whereas every 20th neglect report was chosen.  This
procedure resulted in two representative samples, one for abuse and one for neglect.
The abuse reports were further broken down into reports involving sexual abuse or
physical abuse. (A report involving both sexual abuse and physical abuse was classified
as sexual abuse). The final sample consisted of 198 physical abuse reports, 796 sexual
abuse reports, and 880 neglect reports.

     Measures

The measures employed in this study were drawn from three written reports used in
New York State by caseworkers investigating child maltreatment: (1) an initial report;
(2) a 7-day progress report; and (3) a 90-day case determination report that documents
the results of the investigation in terms of whether the allegations were substantiated or
unsubstantiated.  Once a case was selected, all information from these written reports
that is normally collected was coded by trained SCR staff.
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DESCRIPTION OF MACHINE-READABLE FILES AND

AVAILABLE SUPPLEMENTARY DOCUMENTATION

The Substantiation of Child Abuse and Neglect Reports (SCANR) datasets includes
three machine readable files.  The first file “CHABUSE” contains information on  all
the children coded in the abuse category, the second file “CHMAL” contains
information on all the children classified in the neglect category and the third file
“SCANR1” is a case level file which retains information on all children in the report
and combines cases of abuse and neglect.  The two child files, one for the abuse
sample (CHABUSE) and one for the neglect sample (CHMAL), are files in which one
child from the family was randomly selected as the unit of analysis.  This procedure
controls for the clustering of case characteristics within reports involving several
children (e.g., ethnicity of the children) while still maintaining a representative
sample of all maltreated children.  The investigators recommend using these child
files for conducting most types of data analyses.  A separate codebook was
developed for the child files which is included in this documentation along with the
original codebook for the SCANR1 file.

The electronic files are available in a variety of ready to use file formats.  Each data
order comes complete with documentation and installation instructions.  Please refer
to the order form for more information.

File 1:  CHABUSE
This dataset contains all the abuse cases (including sexual and physical
abuse).  There are 1,023 observations and 236 variables.

File 2:  CHMAL
This dataset contains all the neglect cases.  There are 905 observations and
236 variables.

File 3:  SCANR1
This dataset retains information on all children involved in the case.
There are 1,928 observations and 326 variables.
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     Notes Regarding Data File

The coding process was designed to obtain a set of case-specific data that faithfully
reconstructed the information contained in the written reporting forms.  The coding
scheme enabled the linking of specific perpetrators with specific children for specific
allegations, and the associated determinations.  Since any report can have multiple
children, multiple perpetrators, and multiple allegations, "line numbers" on the reports,
which assigned a number to each person involved in the report, were used to enable the
linking of specific people and allegations.

The outcome variable for this study is a dichotomous variable reflecting the result of the
investigation coded as either unsubstantiated (0) or substantiated (1).  In practice, a case
is considered substantiated if credible evidence is found for any of the allegations
reported.

     Coding conventions:

1)  a code of "99" or "9" was used when information pertaining to that item was
MISSING or UNKNOWN in the forms or the coder could not ascertain what was
recorded (e.g., an illegible entry).

2)  INAPPLICABLE or INAP refers to a situation in which a code for that item is
impossible given the circumstance of the report.  For example, the report that only
involves 1 child, items referring to child 2,3,4 etc. would be INAP.  Items which are
INAP are always left blank.

     Classification of Reports:

In New York State, the classification of the report as abuse or neglect is not directly tied
to the allegation except for reports involving severe physical injuries or sexual abuse or
cases which involve one allegation only.  Most cases involve multiple allegations and
these allegations do not get classified so directly.  Although certain types of allegations
are frequently classified as abuse cases (e.g., fractures, burns) other allegations are less
predictable.  For example, in this study the allegation of excessive corporal punishment
is sometimes classified as abuse while at other times it is classified as neglect.  The
person who initially accepts the report assigns a "role" code to each child listed in the
report.  The role code designates whether the child was involved with abuse allegations
or neglect allegations, or whether the child had no or unknown involvement with
allegations.  The assignment of the role code takes into account the types of allegations
in addition to other factors such as the age of the child, and the severity and number of
allegations in the report.  Abuse allegations take precedence over neglect in the
classification of the case, so that a case involving both abuse and neglect allegations is
classified as abuse.
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DERIVED VARIABLES

A number of variables were created and are included in all three data files (CHABUSE,
CHMAL, and SCANR1).  The following table specifies the name of the variable, the
variable(s) from which it was derived, and its value.

     Variable Name         Variable(s) Derived from          Value

MANDATE Report1, Report2, Report3 0=Nonmandated
Source1, Source2, Source3 1=Mandated

ABUSE Ch1role - Ch7role 1= abuse allegations
0= no abuse allegations

INDICATE Ch1dtal1 - Ch7dtal6 1=indicated report
0=unfounded report

ALTOTAL Total # allegations in report

FATAL Alle1-Alle6 1= DOA/Fatality Alleg
0= Not Present

FRACTURE Alle1-Alle6 1=Fracture Allegation
0=Not present

HEMATOMA Alle1-Alle6 1= Internal Injuries
0= Not present

LACERAT Alle1-Alle6 1=Lacerations, bruises,welts
0=Not present

BURNS Alle1-Alle6 1=Burns, scalding
0= Not present

PUNISH Alle1-Alle6 1= Excessive Corp. Punish.
0=  Not present

DRUGUSE Alle1-Alle6 1=Child's drug/alch use
0= Not present

WITHDRAW Alle1-Alle6 1= Drug withdrawal
0= Not present

LACKMED Alle1-Alle6 1= Lack of medical care
0= Not present
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MALNUTR Alle1-Alle6 1= Malnutrition
0= Not present

SEXABUSE Alle1-Alle6 1= Sexual Abuse
0= Not present

EDNEG Alle1-Alle6 1= Educational Neglect
0=  Not present

EMOTNEG Alle1-Alle6 1= Emotional Neglect
0= Not present

LACKFOOD Alle1-Alle6 1= Lack of food, shelter
0= Not present

LACKSUP Alle1-Alle6 1= Lack of supervision
0= Not present

ABANDON Alle1-Alle6 1= Abandonment
0= Not present

IG Alle1-Alle6 1= Inadequate Guardianship
0 = Not present

OTHER Alle1-Alle6 1= Other allegation
0 = Not present

SUBSTAB Alle1-Alle6 1= Substance Abuse of parent
"OTHER" Category 0= Not present

ENDANGER Alle1-Alle6 1= Endangerment
"OTHER" Category 0= Not present

NYC Agency 1= NYC
0= UPSTATE

DIFSOR Report1-Report3
Source1-Source3

  ***If the Source of the Report differs from the Reporter, this variable tries to identify this difference.
0= Reporter and Source same
1= Mand Rpt/Nonman source
2= Mand Rpt/Mand source
3= Nonman Rpt/nonman source
4= Nonman Rpt/mand source
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NO21 Report1-Report3 1= One 21 Report
2= Two 21 Reports
3= Three 21 Reports

XREF Crossref 0= None
1= One
2= Two or more

XCOURT Court 0= No Court Action Taken
1= Court Action Taken

CHTOTAL Ch1code-Ch7code Total # Children in case

ADTOTAL Ad1code-Ad4code Total # Adults in case

XREPCON Repcntac 0= None
1= One
2= Two
3= Three or Four
4= Five or more

XOTHCON Othcntac 0= None
1= One
2= Two
3= Three or Four
4= Five, Six, or Seven
5= Eight through Fourteen
6= Fifteen or more

XSUBCON Subcntac 0= None
1= One or Two
2= Three or Four
3= Five or Six
4= Seven through Ten
5= Eleven or more

DATEDIF Repmnth, Repday, Repyear
Fupmnth, Fupday, Fupyear

***This variable was created to determine the total number of days the investigation took (and essentially
measures the time between the filing of the 2221 Report and the 2223 Report).

DELINQ Datedif 1= Yes, delinquent report
0=  Not a delinquent report

****** If the investigation took over 90 days it is considered "delinquent."
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APPENDIX A:

Sample Program



SAMPLE SAS PROGRAM

The following statements in this data step were included for all analyses with
the SCANR files.

CMS FILEDEF SASDATA DISK CHMAL SASDATA A;
DATA NEW;

SET SASDATA.CHMAL;
(1) IF DATEDIF GE 0 AND DATEDIF LT 700;

(2) IF MANDATE=0 THEN MANDATE=.;
IF MANDATE=2 THEN MANDATE=0;

(3) IF CHAGE=88 THEN CHAGE=0;
IF CHAGE=99 THEN CHAGE=.;

(4) IF CHSEX=2 THEN CHSEX=0;
IF CHSEX=9 THEN CHSEX=.;

(5) IF CHETHN=9 THEN CHETHN=.;
IF CHETHN=4 OR CHETHN=5 OR CHETHN=6
       OR CHETHN=7 THEN CHETHN=4;

(6) IF CHSTATA=99 THEN CHSTATA=.;
IF CHSTATB=99 THEN CHSTATB=.;
IF REPCNTAC=99 THEN REPCNTAC=.;
IF SUBCNTAC=99 THEN SUBCNTAC=.;
IF OTHCNTAC=99 THEN OTHCNTAC=.;
IF INDICATE=9 THEN INDICATE=.;

(7) IF PHONE=1 THEN XPHONE=0;
IF PHONE=2 THEN XPHONE=1;
PROC FREQ;

        TABLES INDICATE*CHSEX;

    Translation:
(1)  Removes reports which fell outside of study period (e.g., delinquent reports)

(2)  Recodes MANDATE:  1= mandated reporter; 0= non-mandated reporter

(3)  Recodes CHAGE:  Children who were less than 1 year old were originally coded
as "88"  so this statements recodes their age as "0."  Also when CHAGE is missing,
the value is recoded to ".".

(4)  Recodes CHSEX:  1= MALE; 0=FEMALE; Recodes missing value to "."

(5)  Recodes CHETHN:  A value of "9" is recoded as missing (".") and values of 4, 5,
6, or 7 are recoded as "4" (which signifies the category "Other").

(6)  Recodes missing values

(7)  Recodes PHONE to "XPHONE"  1=has a phone; 2= has no phone
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Data Collection Instruments
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