NATIONAL DATA ARCHIVESswass™

How to Merge LongSCAN Data Files-

When there is only one record per respondent
Based on SPSS version 13.0

Step 1:  Sort all data files in ascending order.

— Open the data file
— From the “Data” menu select “Sort Cases”
— In the “sort cases” dialog box, click on “Longscan Subject ID (ID)” and
click on the arrow to move it into the “sort by’ box.
— For an example, see print screen below.
—Click “OK.”
*repeat this step for each data file that you plan to use in the merge.
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Step 2: Merge the data files.

—Open the file to which you want to add data.

—From the “Data” menu, select “Merge Files” and then “Add Variables”

—In the “Add Variables: Read File” dialog box:
—L ocate the data file that you want to merge with the open data file.
—Click “Open”

—In the “Add Variables from ......sav” box:
—Check off the box next to “Match cases on key variables in sorted
files”
—In the “excluded variables” box, click on “ID” and then click the
arrow to move it into the “key variables” box. See print screen below.
—Click “OK”
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—If you have already sorted your data files in ascending order by ID
then click “OK” when the “Warning: Keyed match will fail if data are
not sorted ascending order of Key Variables” box appears.
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