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PREFACE

The datafor Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS), 1996 have
been given to the Nationd Data Archive on Child Abuse and Neglect for public ditribution by

the Children's Bureau. Funding for the project was provided by the Children's Bureau,
Adminigration on Children, Y outh and Families, Administration for Children and Families, U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services.
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ABSTRACT

The Adoption and Foster Care Anadlysis and Reporting System (AFCARY) is afederaly mandated
data collection system intended to provide case pecific information on al children covered by the
protections of Title IV-B of the Socid Security Act (Section 427). Under the find AFCARS rules,
states are required to collect dataon al children in foster care for whom the state child welfare
agency has responghility for placement, care, or supervison. States are dso required to collect
data on al adopted children who were placed by the state child wefare agency or by private
agencies under contract with the public child welfare agency. In addition, states are encouraged to
report other adoptionsthat are finalized in the state. The AFCARS data are designed to address
policy development and program management issues at both the state and federd levels. Itisaso
useful for researchersinterested in analyzing aspects of the United States foster care and adoption
programs. Tables and other reports summarizing the AFCARS data are available from the
Children's Bureau home page on the world wide web (http://mww.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/ch).

The Fiscd Year 1996 AFCARS dataset consists of data from the AFCARS reporting period
extending from October 1, 1995 to September 30, 1996. Two data files are being ditributed: one
contains adoption data and the other foster care data. The adoption data file contains 45 elements
and 16,010 unduplicated cases representing data collected from 38 statesincluding the Didtrict of
Columbia and Puerto Rico. Information is provided on the adoptive child's findization date,
gender, race, birth date, ethnicity, dates parental rights were terminated, characteristics of birth
and adoptive parents, prior relationship of the adoptive parents to the child, and whether the child
was placed from within the United States or from another country. The foster care datafile
contains 89 dements and 335,836 cases representing data from 17 states including the Didtrict of
Columbia. Information is provided on child demographics including gender, birth date, race, and
ethnicity, aswdl as other information such as the number of previous staysin fodter care, service
godls, availability for adoption, duration of care, funding sources and information on the

biologica and foster parents.
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OVERVIEW

Background

In 1982 the Department of Health and Human Services Adminigiration on Children, Y outh and
Families, through a grant to the American Public Wefare Association (APWA), implemented
the Voluntary Cooperdtive Information System (V CIS) which collected nationd data on foster
care and adoption. The VCIS system had many weaknesses including variation from state to
date in reporting periods, alack of common definitions for data eements and services, and
incons stent methodologies in reporting. 1n addition, the aggregate nature of the data limited the
analyses that could be performed and limited its ussfulness for purposes of planning or policy
development at the federal and state levels. Due to these weaknesses in the VCIS system, the
U.S. Congress st forth to establish an improved, mandatory nationd reporting system.

In 1986 Congress approved an amendment to Title IV-E of the Socid Security Act (section 479)
requiring that an advisory committee be established to prepare a report to Congress and HHS
with recommendations for establishing, adminigtering, and financing a system for collecting data
on adoption and foster care in the United States. The advisory committee submitted itsfinal

report which detailed recommendations for a mandatory system that would collect dataon all
children covered by the protections of Title I\V-B of the Socid Security Act (Section 427). On
September 27, 1990, HHS published proposed federal regulations to implement the data
collection system, which has become known as the Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and
Reporting System (AFCARS). On December 22, 1993, the find rule implementing AFCARS
appeared in the Federal Register. (See Appendix D for acopy of the find rule).

Purpose of AFCARS

The purpose of AFCARS istwofold. First, AFCARS is designed to address policy development
and program management issues a both the state and federd levels. Second, the datawill be
useful for research aimed at andlyzing aspects of the United States foster care and adoption
programs, such as characteristics related to timing, trends, and populations. It isimportant to
keep in mind that AFCARS was developed as an on-going data collection system and does not
conform to traditiona research design.

Specuflc objectives of AFCARS include the following:
Rdiable and consgtent data through the use of uniform definitions, methodologies, and data
standards.
Statewide and nationd information on the characterigtics of adoptive and foster care children
and their parents (biologica parents, adoptive parents, and foster care parents).
Statewide and nationa information on the status of the foster care population (i.e., number of
children in care, type of placement, length of placement, availability for adoption, and gods
for ending or continuing care).

Information on the extent and nature of assistance provided by federa, Sate, and loca
adoption and foster care programs.

Overview - 1
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Information on the characterigtics of the children to whom varying levels of assstance is
provided.

Information on the number and characteristics of children placed or removed from foster
care.

Information on the number and characteristics of adopted children and adoptive parents.

Information on the number and characteritics of children placed in foster care outside of the
date that has respongibility.

Data Collection

Under the find AFCARS rules, Sates are required to collect case specific dataon dl childrenin
foster care for whom the state child welfare agency has responsbility for placement, care, or
supervison, regardiess of digibility for Title IV-E funds. States are also required to collect data
on al adopted children who were placed by the state child welfare agency or by private agencies
under contract with the public child welfare agency. States are encouraged to report other
adoptions finaized in the Sate (e.g., private and independent adoptions). For the states that
participated, the fiscal year 1996 AFCARS data provide case-leve information for children
served by the foster care system and children whose adoptions were finalized from October 1,
1995 to September 30, 1996.

Financia pendtiesfor satesthat did not submit AFCARS data or that submitted poor qudity
data were imposed with the 1998 submission. Before 1998, data submission was encouraged, but
not required, while many states brought their information syssems online. Therefore, the

AFCARS Fiscal Year 1996 dataset is not as complete or reliable as subsequent datasets. For
1996, 40 states submitted at least the adoption or the foster care data of sufficient qudity to be
included in the final dataset. Dramatic improvements in data quality and completeness are
expected in the coming years as sates continue to develop their eectronic information systems
and financid pendties are levied.

AFCARS: s structured on semi-annud reporting periods. These reporting periods close on
March 31 and September 30 of each year. States are required to submit al of their foster care
and adoption data electronically to the federa government for the specified period at the close of
each reporting period. States submit data based on 66 data elements for the foster care data and
37 data elements for the adoption data (The data eements are detailed in Appendices A and B).
State-specific footnotes are presented in Appendix C and the findl AFCARS requirements as
gpecified in the Code of Federd Regulations are detailed in Appendix D: The AFCARS Find
Rules.

The foster care and adoption data files are composed of data from two different report periods
(October 1 through March 31 and April 1 through September 30). The first and second report
periods of any federd fiscd year (FFY) areidentified by the two-digit FFY/, followed by the
letters A or B, respectively. For example, thefirst FFY 1996 report period (October 1, 1995-
March 31, 1996) is called “96A,” and the second report period (April 1, 1996- September 30,
1996) is“96B.” Also, once dl the state files have been combined into the annua database, the
nationa annual database is identified by the two-digit FFY, followed by the letter C. Therefore,

Overview - 2
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in keeping with our example, the annua FFY 1996 database is referred to as “ 96C.”

Creating the Adoption File

The adoption data contain information for adopted children who were placed by the state child
welfare agency, by private agencies under contract with the public child welfare agency, or by
private adoptions voluntarily reported during the given reporting period. States submit data for
each child with afinalized adoption. Duplicate records were detected and removed and the
remaining records are sorted by the year that the adoption was finalized.

It isimportant to note that for many adoptions findized in the 1996 Fiscd Y ear, the actud
electronic data transmission might not occur until a subsequent year. To the extent possible,
adoption transmissions recelved from FY 1997 through FY 1999 on an adoption findized in FY
1996 have been included in the 1996 adoption data file, but the adoption count should not be
consdered an absolute, final count. Data submissionsin the years after FY 1999 may contain a
number of 1996 adoptions, which will lead to smdl increases in the find count. To account for
this updating of the data, there will be new annual releases of these data.

Creating the Foster CareFile

To produce an annua database of foster care children, the Children’s Bureau must first compare
the information sent by states for each of the two AFCARS report periods (October-March and
April-September) in that fiscal year. On a state-by-state basis, the Children’s Bureau creates
interim extract files, matching case records across the two reporting periods. Through matching
and extraction, an unduplicated annud fileis created for each state. Findly, the atefiles are
combined to create the annual database.

Each year this same process is used to consiruct an annua database from the semi-annud A and
B files. Here are the basic principles of AFCARS reporting and analyss, which will hep you
understand the congtruction of an annud database:

Aslong asachild isin foster care, the state must submit an AFCARS record for every report
period during which the child isin care. When the child is discharged from fogter care, the
gtate will submit the child’ s record for that report period, dong with the discharge
information.

Each child's AFCARS record has a“Date of Latest Remova.” Thisis the date the child
entered foster care for the current episode. Aslong as the child remainsin foster care without
being discharged, this date of latest remova will not change.

AFCARS extract files identify, match, and capture unique records across the two report
periods, to avoid having more than one record for the same foster care child in the total
annud database. The extract file excludes duplicate records that matched between two files.
Focusing on the child as the unit of andyd's, the annud database will include only the last
record received for achild served. This meansthat if achild isin care or comesinto care at
the start of the year, exits care, and then later returns to care in the second half of the yesr,
the record representing this child in the annual database will be the one submitted in the
second report period when the child has returned to care .

The congtruction of the fiscal year 1996 annud database began with the creation of five separate
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files using the 96A and 96B datasets from a particular sate: 2 discharge filesand 3 entry files.

From the state’ s 96A dataset, only onefile, “Dis96A,” with al foster care children discharged
during the 96A report period was created.

From the State’' s 96B dataset, four other files were created:
“E/96AInc” file of children who entered care before the start of 96A and were ill in care

at the close of 96B

“E9BAINC” file of children who entered care during 96A and were lill in care a the close
of 96B

“E96Binc” file of children who entered care during 96B and were ill in care a the close
of 96B

“Dis96B” file of children who were discharged during 96B

Confidentiality Protectionsfor Children in the AFCARS

Before digtributing the AFCARS data to the public, NDACAN staff make two data
manipulations to the foster care data to protect the confidentidity of the children in the datafiles.
First, geographic FIPS codes for the children from counties with fewer than 1,000 childrenin
foster care are removed and given a FIPS code of 8, which means "Not provided for reasons of
confidentidity”. Second, the child's day of birth is recoded to correspond to the week of birth.
For example, children born from the firgt to the seventh day of the month will dl have aday of
birth equd to 1.

County FIPS codes and child's day of birth are not reported to AFCARS. Therefore, no
adjustments were necessary to assure confidentidity of the data.

State Footnotes

In addition to the required data elements states are encouraged (but not required) to provide
footnote information with their data submissons. The footnotes alow states to provide
additiond information they deem vitd to the interpretation of their data. The footnotes may
incdlude the following:

Generd characterigtics of the state's adoption and foster care system.

Characterigtics of the population, whether certain types of placements are included.
State definitions that vary from the federd AFCARS definition.

Explanations for data counts such as the number of desths in foster care, the number of
children with disabilities, or the number of children in types of indtitutiona settings.

More information about the technical implementation of AFCARS can be found at
http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/ossafcars/! af cars.htm

Overview - 4
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DESCRIPTION OF THE DATA FILES

NDACAN distributes these data as SAS transport or SPSS portable files. Other file formats and
data subsets can be prepared by specia request. Please refer to the NDACAN order form, web
gte, or cdl for more information.

File Characteristics

NDACAN digtributes two filesfor this study. Brief descriptions of the data files are provided
below. For information regarding variables, please refer to the codebook information in
Appendices A and B. Frequencies and summary datistics are available from the NDACAN web
gte. For each file the child represents the unit of anayss.

FOSTER96

This data file contains 89 variables and 335,836 cases representing data from 17 states, including
the Didtrict of Columbia Information is provided on child demographicsincluding gender, birth,
race, and ethnicity, aswell asinformation on the number of previous staysin foder care, service
gods, availability for adoption, duration of care, funding sources and information on the
biologicd and foster parents.

ADOPT96

This datafile contains 45 variables and 16,010 cases representing data from 38 states, including
the Digtrict of Columbia and Puerto Rico. Information is provided on child demographics
including gender, birth, race, and ethnicity, as well as some information on disability or special
needs of the child, funding sources, and information on the adoptive parents.

Notes Regarding the Data Files

In using these data, one should be aware of the following:

In the adoption datafile, each record should represent a unique child whose adoption was
findized during the fiscd year.

Thereis some duplication of the foster carefiles, primarily amongst the discharge records,
however, it is estimated to be less than 2%.

Many states extracted their data from "legacy” (old) information systems or new information
systems under development.

The state footnotes (Appendix C) associated with each state should aways be taken into
account when utilizing data contained in the states. Footnotes specific to particular data
elements can aso be found in the variable information appendices.

Information on child discharges are extracted from the subsequent period after the close of a
fiscd year for incluson in the fiscd year under review, therefore an undercount of discharges

Description of Data Files - 5
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isbdieved to be minimd.

Differing ate policies have an impact on how information is categorized and reported and
any attempt to compare states should be sensitive to these differences.

Please contact the Archivedirectly if you have questions or
encounter problemsin using this dataset.

Description of Data Files - 6
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APPENDIX A: FOSTER CARE VARIABLE INFORMATION

This appendix congsts of three sections. The first and second are ligts of dl the deta dementsin
the FOSTER96 data file, sorted aphabeticaly and by eement number, respectively. The third
section provides a description of the foster care data eements. The eements are arranged in the
order found in FOSTER96. For each ement, the el ement number, variable name, variable labd,
and variable format is provided on the first line. A more extensive description of the variable
follows with any state footnotes specific to the dement. Finally, varigble vaues and thelr
corresponding labels are listed as appropriate.

Thetext of the footnotes were submitted by the states and are presented asiis.
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Foster Care Data Elements: Sorted Alphabetically

Element# Variable L abel

31 AACHILD Alcohal Abuse Child

29 AAPARENT Alcohol Abuse Parent

38 ABANDMNT  Abandonment

17 AGEADOPT Age At Adoption

43 CASEGOAL Most Recent Case Plan Goal
34 CHBEHPRB Child Behavior Problem

33 CHILDIS Child Discbility

10 CLINDIS Diagnosed Disability

45 CTK1YR Y ear of Birth of 1st Caretaker
50 CTK1YR Year of Birth of 1% Foster Caretaker
46 CTK2YR Y ear of Birth 2nd Caretaker
51 CTK2YR Year of Birth 2" Foster Caretaker
44 CTKFAMST  Caretaker Family Structure
41 CURPLSET Current Placement Setting
23d CURSETDA Pacement Date, Day

23m CURSETMO Placement Date, Month

23y CURSETYR Placement Date, Year

32 DACHILD Drug Abuse Child

30 DAPARENT Drug Abuse Parent

58 DISREASN Discharge Reason

20d DLSTFCDA  Distharge Date, Day

20m DLSTFCMO Discharge Date, Month

20y DLSTFCYR Discharge Date, Y ear

06m DOBMO Child's Date of Birth, Month
06w DOBWK Child's Date of Birth, Day
o6y DOBYR Child'sDae of Birth, Year
56d DODFCDA Discharge Day

56m DODFCMO Discharge Month

56y DODFCYR Discharge Year

57d DODTRNDA  Discharge Transaction Day
57m DODTRNMO  Discharge Transaction Month
57y DODTRNYR  Discharge Transaction Year
14 DSMIII Emoationaly Disturbed

Page
33
32
36
26
39

34
23
40
42
41

40
37
30
30
30

33
46
28
28
28
21
21
21
45
45
45
45
45
45
25
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16
66
03
49
09
53
55
40
61
62
60
59
21d
21m
21y
25
11
28
65
37
24
15
05d
05m
05y
26
13
42
48d

48y
47d
47m
47y
35
36

EVERADPT
FCMNTPAY
FIPS
FOSFAMST
HISORGIN
HOFCCTK1
HOFCCTK?2
HOUSING
IVAAFDC
I'VDCHSUP
IVEAA
IVEFC
LATREMDA
LATREMMO
LATREMYR
MANREM
MR
NEGLECT
NOA
NOCOPE
NUMPLEP
OTHERMED
PEDREVDA
PEDREVMO
PEDREVYR
PHYABUSE
PHYDIS
PLACEOUT
PRTDADDA
PRTDADMO
PRTDADYR
PRTMOMDA
PRTMOMMO
PRTMOMYR
PRTSDIED
PRTSIAIL

Child Adopted

Amount of Monthly Foster Care Payment
Loca Agency FIPS Code

Fogter Family Structure

Higpanic Origin

Hispanic Origin of 1st Foster Caretaker
Hispanic Origin of 2nd Foster Caretaker
I nadequate Housing

TitleIVA

TitleIVD

Title IVE Adoption

Title IVE Fogter Care

Latest Remova Date, Day

Latest Remova Date, Month

Latest Removal Date, Y ear

Removd Manner

Mental Retardation

Neglect

None of the Above

Caretaker Inability Cope

Previous Placement Settings

Other Diagnosed Condition

Date Of Most Recent Periodic Review, Day
Date Of Mot Recent Periodic Review, Month
Date Of Mot Recent Periodic Review, Y ear

Physicd Abuse
Physicdly Disabled
Out Of State Placement
TPR Father, Day
TPR Father, Month
TPR Father, Year
TPR Mother, Day
TPR Mother, Month
TPR Mother, Year
Parent Death

Parent Incarceration

26
49
17
42
23
43

37
47
47
47
46
29
29
28
31
24
32

35
30
25
20
20
20
31
25
38
42
42
41
41
41
41
35
35
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08

39
18d
18m
18y
22d
22m
22y
02m
02y
52

07
27

01
19
12
63

RACE
RECNUMBR
RELINQSH
REM1DA
REM1IMO
REM1YR
REMTRNDA
REMTRNMO
REMTRNYR
REPDATMO
REPDATYR
RFCCTK1
RFCCTK?2
SEX
SEXABUSE
SSIOTHER
STATE
TOTALREM
VISHEAR
XIXMEDCD

Child Race

Record Number

Rdinquishment

Firs¢ Remova Date, Day

Firs Remova Date, Month
Firs¢ Remova Date, Year
Removd Transaction Date, Day
Removd Transaction Date, Month
Removd Transaction Date, Y ear
Report End Date, Month
Report End Date, Year

Race of 1t Foster Caretaker
Race of 2nd Foster Caretaker
Child Sex

Sexud Abuse

SS|

State

Totd Number of Removads
Visudly Hearing Impaired

Title XIX

Foster Care Variable Information - 13
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36
27
27
27
30
30
29
17
17
43
44
22
32
438
17
27
24
48
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Foster Care Data Elements; Sorted By Data Element Number

Element# Variable L abel

01 STATE State

02y REPDATYR Report End Date, Y ear

02m REPDATMO Report End Date, Month

03 FIPS Loca Agency FIPS Code

04 RECNUMBR  Record Number

05y PEDREVYR Date Of Most Recent Periodic Review, Year
05m PEDREVMO  Date Of Most Recent Periodic Review, Month
05d PEDREVDA Date Of Most Recent Periodic Review, Day
06y DOBYR Child's Date of Birth, Year

06m DOBMO Child's Date of Birth, Month
06w DOBWK Child's Date of Birth, Day

07 SEX Child Sex

08 RACE Child Race

09 HISORGIN Higpanic Origin

10 CLINDIS Diagnosed Disability

11 MR Mental Retardation

12 VISHEAR Visudly Hearing Impaired

13 PHYDIS Physcdly Disabled

14 DSMIII Emotionaly Disturbed

15 OTHERMED  Other Diagnosed Condition

16 EVERADPT Child Adopted

17 AGEADOPT  AgeAt Adoption

18y REM1YR Firs Removd Date, Y ear

18m REM1MO First Remova Date, Month

18d REM1DA First Remova Date, Day

19 TOTALREM Totd Number of Removas

20y DLSTFCYR Discharge Date, Y ear

20m DLSTFCMO Discharge Date, Month

20d DLSTFCDA Discharge Date, Day

21y LATREMYR Latest Removal Date, Y ear

21m LATREMMO  Latest Remova Date, Month
21d LATREMDA Latest Remova Date, Day

22y REMTRNYR  Remova Transaction Date, Y ear

Page
17
17
17
17
19
20
20
20
21
21
21
22
22
23
23
24
24
25
25
25
26
26
27
27
27
27
28
28
28
28
29
29
29
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22m
22d
23y
23m
23d
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43

45
46
47y
47m
47d
48y

48d
49
50

REMTRNMO
REMTRNDA
CURSETYR
CURSETMO
CURSETDA
NUMPLEP
MANREM
PHYABUSE
SEXABUSE
NEGLECT
AAPARENT
DAPARENT
AACHILD
DACHILD
CHILDIS
CHBEHPRB
PRTSDIED
PRTSIAIL
NOCOPE
ABANDMNT
RELINQSH
HOUSING
CURPLSET
PLACEOUT
CASEGOAL
CTKFAMST
CTK1YR
CTK2YR
PRTMOMYR
PRTMOMMO
PRTMOMDA
PRTDADYR
PRTDADMO
PRTDADDA
FOSFAMST
CTK1YR

Remova Transaction Date, Month
Remova Transaction Date, Day
Placement Date, Y ear
Placement Date, Month
Placement Date, Day
Previous Placement Settings
Remova Manner

Physicd Abuse

Sexud Abuse

Neglect

Alcohol Abuse Parent

Drug Abuse Parent

Alcohal Abuse Child

Drug Abuse Child

Child Diszbility

Child Behavior Problem
Parent Death

Parent Incarceration
Caretaker Inability Cope
Abandonment

Rdinquishment

Inadequate Housing

Current Placement Setting
Out Of State Placement

Most Recent Case Plan Goal
Caretaker Family Structure

Y ear of Birth of 1st Caretaker
Y ear of Birth 2nd Caretaker
TPR Mother, Year

TPR Mother, Month

TPR Mother, Day

TPR Father, Year

TPR Father, Month

TPR Father, Day

Fogter Family Structure

Y ear of Birth of 1% Foster Caretaker
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51
52
53
54
55
56y
56m
56d
57y
57m
57d
58
59
60
61
62
63

65
66

CTK2YR
RFCCTK1
HOFCCTK1
RFCCTK?2
HOFCCTK?2
DODFCYR
DODFCMO
DODFCDA
DODTRNYR
DODTRNMO
DODTRNDA
DISREASN
IVEFC
IVEAA
IVAAFDC
IVDCHSUP
XIXMEDCD
SSIOTHER
NOA
FCMNTPAY

Year of Birth 2" Foster Caretaker

Race of 1<t Foster Caretaker

Hispanic Origin of 1st Foster Caretaker
Race of 2nd Foster Caretaker

Hispanic Origin of 2nd Foster Caretaker
Discharge Y ear

Discharge Month

Discharge Day

Discharge Transaction Year

Discharge Transaction Month

Discharge Transaction Day

Discharge Reason

Title IVE Fogter Care

Title IVE Adoption

Title IVA

TitleIVD

Title XIX

SS|

None of the Above

Amount of Monthly Foster Care Payment

GHEHEERREES

45
46
46
47
47
47
48
48

49
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Foster Care Codebook | nformation

The variables in this codebook are arranged in the order in which they appear in the FOSTER96
datafile Thefirg linein the description of each of the varigbles gives the AFCARS Data
Element Number and the name (in dl capitd letters), label, and format for the variable. Formats
beginning with the letter "F* are numeric. Those beginning with "A" are gring, or character,
variables. The numbersin the format refer to the number of digits dlowed for the variable.

Below thefirgt line, abrief explanation of the variable, rlevant sate footnotes, and the
dlowable vaues with their labels are provided. For the state footnotes, the submission period for
which the note gpplies are indicated by "03" for March or "09" for September. The text of the
footnotes were submitted by the states and are presented asiis.

01 STATE State Format: F8

Identity of the State reporting on the record. Use the two digit Federa
Information Processing Standards (FIPS) code for the State.

Vaue Labd
2 Alaska
5 Arkansas
6 Cdifornia
8 Colorado
11 Digtrict of Columbia
12 FHorida
17 lllinois
23 Mane
25 Massachusetts
28 Missssippi
34 New Jersey
37 North Carolina
44 Rhode ldand
45 South Carolina
49 Utah
50 Vemont
53 Washington

02y REPDATYR  Report End Date, Year Format: F2
The last year for the reporting period.

02m REPDATMO  Report End Date, Month Format: F2
Thelast month for the reporting period.

03 FIPS Loca Agency FIPS Code Format: F8
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I dentity of the county or equivaent unit which has responghility for the
case. The 5 digit Federd Information Processing Standard (FIPS) must
be used. For FIPS regions with fewer than 1000 children in foster care,
the FIPS code has been replaced with avaue of "8," meaning that the
FIPS code is not being provided to protect the confidentiality of the

children in the region.

State Footnotes

FL

RI

Wi

Value
8

9
2020
6001
6007
6013
6019
6029
6037
6059
6065
6067
6071
6073
6075
6077
6085
6099
6107
6111
8001
8005
8031
8041
11001
12011
12025

03,09

03,09

03

L abel

Where the service area includes multiple counties,
the child's residence county is used if among the
counties served, ese the home office county is
used.

RI currently has one centrd office from where dl
placements are made this being Providence.

In additionto reporting by county, WI reports cases
by tribe. So far we have been unable to determine
whether or not FIPS codes have been assigned for
them.mmb559603f 16 athough WI does track
adoption placements of children

Not provided for reasons of confidentidity

Missing

Anchorage Borough
Alameda County
Butte County

Contra Costa County
Fresno County

Kern County

Los Angdles County
Orange County
Riversde County
Sacramento County
San Bernardino county
San Diego County
San Francisco County
San Joaquin County
Santa Clara County
Stanidaus County
Tulare County
Ventura County
Adams County
Arapahoe County
Denver County

El Paso County
Didrict of Columbia
Broward County
Dade County
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04

12031 Duva County

12033 Escambia County

12057 Hillsborough County

12095 Orange County

12099 Pam Beach County

12103 PRinelas County

12105 Polk County

17007 Boone County

17031 Cook County

17089 Kane County

17097 Lake County

17143 Peoria County

17163 St Clair County, IL

25005 Brigtol County, MA (part)
25009 Essex County, MA (part)
25013 Hampden County, MA (part)
25015 Hampshire County, MA (part)
25017 Middlesex County, MA (part)
25023 Pymouth County, MA (part)
25025 Suffolk County, MA

25027 Worcester County, MA (part)
34007 Camden County, NJ

34013 Essex County

37081 Guilford County

37119 Mecklenburg County, NC
44007 Providence County, RI
49035 St Lake County

53033 King County

53053 Pierce County

53061 Snohomish County

53063 Spokane County

RECNUMBR  Record Number Format: A12

The sequentid number which the State uses to transmit data to the
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) or aunique
(encrypted) number which follows the child aslong ashe or sheisin
foster care. Encrypted values may appear garbled in the datafile thisis
not an error. The record number cannot be linked to the child's case I.D.
number except at the State or local level.

State Footnotes
FL 03,09 A sequentid number is crested and stored in the
state data base for the child.
MA 03,09 Record number isencrypted sate child identified
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NM 03,09 A uniqueencrypted number isassgned to each
child; this unique number will follow the child as
long ashe or sheisin foster care.

PA 09 Record number is encrypted state child identifier
number.
SC 03,09 Thisdatadement isencrypted.

05y PEDREVYR  Date Of Most Recent Periodic Review, Year Format: F2

For children who have been in care seven months or longer, enter year
of the most recent adminidrative or court review, including
dispositiona hearing. For children who have been in care less than
seven months, leave the fidd blank. An entry in thisfield certifies that
the child's computer record is current up to this date.

State Footnotes
HI 03 Periodic reviews are being held for dl childrenin
foster care. However, thisinformation is currently
not being inputted into the system for al cases.

MN 03,09 MN's current foster care data system does not
collect data on the date of the most recent periodic
review.

NM 03,09 Proceduraly, socid workers submit paperwork at
the end of each month to the data entry operator.
Events continue to occur, such asacitizen review
board, or internd review. System updates do not
OCcur as events occur.

NM 03,09 A daeinthisfied does not certify the child's
computer record is current up to this date.
Procedurdly, it is not redidtic to certify the child's
computer record is current at the sametime a
‘review dat€e is entered into the system.

05m PEDREVMO  Date Of Most Recent Periodic Review, Month Format: F2

For children who have been in care seven months or longer, enter month
of the most recent adminigtrative or court review, including

dispositiona hearing. For children who have been in care less than
seven months, leave the fidd blank. An entry in thisfield certifiesthat
the child's computer record is current up to this date.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 05y

05d PEDREVDA  Date Of Most Recent Periodic Review, Day Format: F2
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0Oy DOBYR

06m DOBMO

06w DOBWK

For children who have been in care seven months or longer, enter day of
the most recent adminigtrative or court review, including dispositiona
hearing. For children who have been in care less than seven months,
leave the fidd blank. An entry in thisfield certifies that the child's
computer record is current up to this date.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 05y

Child's Date of Birth, Y ear Format; F2

Y ear of child's birth. If the child is abandoned or the date of hirth is
otherwise unknown, enter an gpproximate date of birth.

State Footnotes

NM 03,09  Theautomated system requires child's date of
birth.

OH 03 Date-of-Birth is currently unedited in the Micro-
FACSIS County base systems. A service request
has been released to require its entry, and to ensure
the values are reasonable. Failure of this edit will
then disdlow the Client regigration

Child's Date of Birth, Month Format: F2

Month of child's birth. If the child is aandoned or the date of birth is
otherwise unknown, enter an agpproximate date of birth.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 06y

Child's Date of Birth, Day Format: F2

Day of child'shirth. If the child is abandoned or the dete of birthis
otherwise unknown, enter an gpproximeate date of birth. To protect the
confidentidity of children in foster care, this variable has been recoded
so that dl possible days are collapsed into 4 val ues, representing each
week of the month. The day of the month (1, 8, 15, 22) has been
preserved in case the 3 date of birth variables are combined into asingle
variable with a date format.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 06y
Value Label
1 1% tothe 7" day
8 8" tothe 14" day
15 15" to the 21% day
22 22"%to the 31% day
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07 SEX Child Sex Format: F1
The gender of the child. Indicate as gppropriate.

State Footnotes
OH 03 The sex code is currently unedited in the Micro-
FACSIS County base systems. A service request
has been released to require its entry, and to ensure
the values are reasonable. Fallure of this edit will
then disdlow the Client regigtration
Value Label
1 Mde
2 Femde

08 RACE Child Race Format: F1

In generd, aperson's race is determined by how others define them or
by how they define themselves. In the case of young children, parents
determine the race of the child.

State Footnotes

FL 09 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to
determine.

HI 03 HI currently collects data on ethnicity; not races.
We are in the process of making the necessary
modifications to the system to conform to
AFCARS definitions.

MA 03,09 Puerto Rican, Cuban, Mexican, other Hispanic
coded as 5-unable to determine on FC #08 and 1-
yeson FC #09

NM 03,09 If Hispanic origin isyes, then race datais not
avalable. Datadement for 2nd ethnicity will be
added September 1996, July 1997.

Rl 03,09 RI currently includes Hispanic asaracid group we
have placed them in the unable to determine
category.

SC 03,09 Thesystem can report on three optionsfor race:
black, white, and other.
Value Labé

1 White (aperson of European, North African, or Middle
Eagtern origin).

2 Black (A person whose ancestry is any of the black racia
groups of Africa).

3 Ameican India/Alaskan Native (A person whose ancestry is
North American, and who maintainstriba affiliation or isso
recognized in the community)
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4 Asan/Pific Idander (A person whose origin isthe Far Eadt,
Southeast Asia, the Indian Sub-continent, or the Pecific
idands. Thisincludes for example, China, India, Japan, Korea,
the Philippine Idands, Samoa and Vietnam)

5 Unable to determine (The specific race category is "unable to
determine "because the child is very young or is severdly
disabled and no person is available to identify the child's race).

09 HISORGIN Higpanic Origin Format: F1

Answer yesif the child isaMexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Centra or
South American person, or person of other Spanish cultural origin
regardless of race. Whether or not aperson is Hispanic is determined by
how others define them or how they define themsalves. In the case of
young children, parents determine the race of the child.

State Footnotes

FL 09 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data
IS reflected as blanks rather than unable to
determine.

FL 03,09 Effective January 17, 1996, FL began capturing
ethnicity for subjects of new abusereports. This
daaisnot yet avallablefor dl childrenin care.

HI 03 HI currently collects some information related to
Hispanic origin. We arein the process of making
the necessary modifications to the system to
conform more accurately to AFCARS definitions.

Rl 03,09 RI doesnot collect thisinformation as asingle data
element but as an option in race identification.
This number reflects cases were race was selected
as Hispanic.

Value Label
1 Yes
2 No
3 Unableto determine (the child is very young or is severely
disabled and no person is available to determine whether or not
the child is Higpanic).

10 CLINDIS Diagnosed Disahility Format: F1

Has the child been dinicaly diagnosed by a qudified professiond as
having one or more of the following: mentd retardation; emotiond
disturbance; specific learning disability; hearing, speech or sight
impairment; physica disability; or other dinicaly diagnosed handicap.
Include regardless of whether the disability(ies) was one of the factors
which led to the child's removal.

State Footnotes

Foster Care Variable Information - 23



NDACAN Dataset #80

FL 09 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data
Is reflected as blanks rather than unable to
determine.

FL 03,09 Entry in dtate diagnosisfiddsis optiona and does
not necessarily mean there has not been a
diagnosis; therefore no entry is coded as not yet
determined.

MA 03,09 Saedisaility datatoo unreliable to use

NM 03,09 Daafor clinicd diagnoss of disability isnot
collected. Dataelements#10 - #15 will be added
September 1996, July 1997.

OH 03 Also related to F11-F15, there are currently no edits
to ensure the coordination of these eements,
dthough the dements themsdves are individudly
avalable. Thiswill be corrected in planned County
releases of the Micro-FACSIS software.

Value Label

1 Yes(A qudified professond hasdinicaly diagnosed the
child as having a least one of the disabilities ligted in the
definition above).

2 No (A qudified professond has conducted aclinica
assessment of the child and has determined that the child has
no disabilities).

3 Not Yet Determined (A clinica assessment of the child by a
qualified professona has not been conducted).

11 MR Menta Retardation Format: F1

Sgnificantly sub-average generd cognitive and motor functioning
exiging concurrently with deficits in adaptive behavior manifested
during the developmentd period that adversely affect a child'slyouth's
socidization and learning. (Clinicd diagnosis by a qudified
professond).

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Satedisability datatoo unrdiableto use
Value Label
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition applies

12 VISHEAR Visudly Hearing Impaired Format: F1

Having avisud impairment that may sgnificantly affect educationd
performance or development; or a hearing impairment, whether
permanent or fluctuating, that adversely affects educationa
performance. (Clinical diagnosis by aqudlified professond).

State Footnotes
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MA 03,09 Satedisability datatoo unrdiableto use
Rl 03,09 RIincudes speechimpaired in this dissbility
group.
Value Label
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition applies

13  PHYDIS Physcdly Dissbled Format: F1

A physica condition that adversely affects the child's day-to-day motor
functioning, such as cerebrd palsy, spinabifida, multiple scleros's,
orthopedic impairments, and other physical disabilities. (Clinica
diagnosis by a qudified professiond).

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Saedisaility datatoo unreligble to use
Value Label
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition gpplies

14  DSMIII Emotiondly Digurbed Format: F1

A condition exhibiting one or more of the following characteristics over
along period of time and to amarked degree: an inability to build or
maintain satisfactory interpersond relationships, ingppropriate types of
behavior or fedings under norma circumstances, a generd pervasive
mood of unhappiness or depression; or atendency to develop physica
symptoms or fears associated with personal problems. The term
includes persons who are schizophrenic or autistic. The term does not
indude persons who are socially maladjusted , unlessit is determined
that they are dso serioudy emotionaly disturbed. The diagnosisis
based on the Diagnostic and Statistical Manua of Menta Disorders
(Third Edition) (DSM 111) or the most recent edition. (Clinicd diagnoss
by aquaified professond).

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Saedisaility datatoo unreligble to use
Value Label
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition applies

15 OTHERMED  Other Diagnosed Condition Format: F1

Conditions other than those noted in AFCARS under types of
disghilities (mentd retardetion, visudly or hearing impaired, physicaly
disabled, emotiondly disturbed) which require specia medica care
such as chronic illnesses. Included are children diagnosed as HIV
positive or with AIDS. (Clinica diagnosis by a qudified professond).
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State Footnotes
FL 03,09 Based on gtate code for other developmenta
disahility.
MA 03,09 Satedisability datatoo unrdiableto use
Value Label

0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition applies

16 EVERADPT  Child Adopted Format: F1
Has child ever been legally adopted.

State Footnotes
FL 09 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to
determine.
MA 03,09 Child ever adopted data not collected
MN 03,09  MN'scurrent foster care data system does not
collect data on whether a child was "ever adopted.”
NM 03,09 Previous adoption data is not collected. Data
elements #16 - #17 will be added September 1996,
July 1997.
TN 03,09 Thisdatadement is currently not being captured
Value
1
2
3

17 AGEADOPT  AgeAt Adoption Format: F1

For achild in foster care syster who has previoudy been adopted,
indicate child's age in years, actud or estimated, at the time of the
legdized adoption.

State Footnotes
FL 09 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to
determine.
MA 03,09 Ageof childat prior adoption not collected
MN 03,09  MN'scurrent foster care data system does not
collect data on the age & which achild was "ever
adopted.”
TN 03,09 Thisdatadement is currently not being captured
Value Label
0 Not Applicable
1 lessthan2yearsold
2 2-5yearsold
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18y

REM1YR

18m REM1IMO

18d

19

REM1DA

TOTALREM

3 6-12yearsold
4 13 yearsor older
5 Unableto Determine

Firs¢ Remova Date, Year Format: F2

Y ear the child was removed from home for the first time for purpose of
placement in afoster care setting. If the current remova isthe first
removal, enter the date of the current removal.

State Footnotes
MN 03,09 MN'scurrent foster care data system does not
collect data on the date of the first removal.
NM 03,09 Date of remova from home is not collected. Date
of firgt placement is used.

Firs¢ Remova Date, Month Format: F2

Month the child was removed from home for the first time for purpose
of placement in afogter care stting. If the current remova isthefirst
removad, enter the date of the current removal.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 18y

Firs Remova Date, Day Format: F2

Day the child was removed from home for the first time for purpose of
placement in afogter care stting. If the current remova isthe first
removal, enter the date of the current removal.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 18y

Total Number of Removas Format: F2

The number of times the child was removed from home, including the
current remova.

State Footnotes

MN 03,09 MN'scurrent foster care data system does not
collect data on the totd number of removals to date.

NM 03,09 Tota number of removas from home are
estimated based on the current system data
Sructure. A complex program gpproximates the
number of foster care episodes, and then estimates
the totd removasfrom home. Data converson
issuesremain
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OH 03 Also rdlated to F20-F21, there are currently no edits
to ensure the accuracy of the event dates. Also,
backdating/predating facilities in the Micro-based
County systems dlow for consstency errors. Plans
for F22 will also correct these.

SC 03,09 Childsdisahility: entry of datainto thisfidd in
current system does not require a diagnosis, but is
the casaworker's opinion.

20y DLSTFCYR  Discharge Date, Year Format: F2

For children with prior removas, enter the year they were discharged
from care for the episode immediately prior to the current episode. For
children with no prior removals, leave blank.

State Footnotes
NM 03,09  Discharge date is approximated from two data
elementsthat do not map directly. Depending on
circumstances, placement termination date or loss
of custody date is used.

20m DLSTFCMO Discharge Date, Month Format: F2

For children with prior removas, enter the month they were discharged
from care for the episode immediately prior to the current episode. For
children with no prior removas, leave blank.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 20y

20d DLSTFCDA  Discharge Date, Day Format: F2

For children with prior removals, enter the day they were discharged
from care for the episode immediately prior to the current episode. For
children with no prior removas, leave blank.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 20y

2y LATREMYR Latest Remova Date, Year Format: F2

Y ear the child was last removed from his’her home for the purpose of
being placed in foster care. Thiswould be the date for the current
episode or, if the child has exited foster care, the date of remova for the
most recent removal.

State Footnotes
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NM 03,09 Latest removd from homeis gpproximated from
placement date, when beginning of foster care
episode is determined.

PA 09 Counties have most of the transaction dates
exceeding the 60day limit because they have been
entering archival data and/or converting systems.

21Im LATREMMO Latest Remova Date, Month Format: F2

Month the child was last removed from hisher home for the purpose of
being placed in foster care. Thiswould be the date for the current
episode or, if the child has exited foster care, the date of removal for
the most recent removal.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 21y

21d LATREMDA Latest Removal Date, Day Format: F2

Day the child was last removed from his’her home for the purpose of
being placed in foster care. Thiswould be the date for the current
episode or, if the child has exited foster care, the date of remova for
the most recent removal.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 21y

22y REMTRNYR Format: F2
Remova Transaction Date, Y ear
A computer-generated date which accurately indicates the year the
response to "Date of Latest Remova From Home" was entered into the
information system.

State Footnotes

MN 03,09  MN'scurrent foster care data system is not able to
collect data on the removad transaction date.

NM 03,09 Removd transaction date is not collected. Data
element will be added September 1996, July 1997.

OH 03 A State dataintegrity audit aso pointed out the lack
of an unmodifigble transaction date tamp. The
correction is under andysis at thistime, but it
represents a fundamenta departure from the current
County system architecture.

OK 03 A maority of subject records are out of compliance
due to converson of exigting data. Asthis eement
does not accurately reflect timeliness for these
records, we strongly fed they should not be subject
to thiserror.
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RI 03,09 RI did not record transaction dates prior to 1992.
For these events prior to 1992 we are using event
dates.

TN 03,09 Thisdatadement iscurrently not being captured

22m REMTRNMO Removd Transaction Date, Month Format: F2

A computer-generated date which accurately indicates the month the
response to "Date of Latest Remova From Home" was entered into the
information system.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 22y

22d REMTRNDA Remova Transaction Date, Day Format: F2

A computer-generated date which accurately indicates the day the
response to "Date of Latest Remova From Home" was entered into the
informetion system.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 22y

23y CURSETYR  Placement Date, Year Format: F2

Y ear the child moved into the current foster home, facility, resdence,
shdlter, indtitution, etc. for purposes of continued foster care.

23m CURSETMO Pacement Date, Month Format: F2

Month the child moved into the current foster home, facility, resdence,
shdlter, indtitution, etc. for purposes of continued foster care.

23d CURSETDA  Placement Date, Day Format: F2

Day the child moved into the current foster home, facility, resdence,
shdter, indtitution, etc. for purposes of continued foster care.

24  NUMPLEP Previous Placement Settings Format: F2

The number of places the child has lived, including the current setting,
during the current remova episode. Do not include trid home vistsasa
placement setting.

State Footnotes
Rl 03,09 RI canonly record changes in address as placement
change, thus our events will currently include
changes in address while placed with the same care
taker.
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25 MANREM Remova Manner Format: F1

For the current placement episode for children in foster care, indicate
whether the current placement agreement was voluntary, court ordered,
or not yet determined.

State Footnotes
FL 09 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data
IS reflected as blanks rather than unable to
determine.
TN 03,09 Manner remova home - both computer systems
origina order can be
Value Label

1 Vountary (An officid voluntary placement agreement has
been executed between the caretaker and the agency. The
placement remains voluntary even if a subsequent court order
isissued to continue the child in foster care).

2 Court Ordered (The court has issued an order which isthe
bass of the child's remova).

3 Not Yet Determined (A voluntary placement agreement has
not been signed or a court order has not been issued. Thiswill
mostly occur in very short-term cases. When ether avoluntary
placement agreement is signed or a court order issued, the
record should be updated to reflect the manner of remova a
that time).

26 PHYABUSE Physcd Abuse Format: F1

As acondition associated with a child's remova from home and contact
with the foster care system, aleged or substantiated physica abuse,
injury or matreatment of the child by a person responsible for the
childswefare.

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Physcd abuse datanot collected
NM 03,09  Condition associated with achild's remova from
homeis not collected. Data dements #26 - #40
will be added September 1996, July 1997.

RI 03,09 RI collects data on abuse/neglect but does not brake
it down into type of abuse/neglect. Number reflects
cases where remova was associated with
abuse/neglect.

SC 03,09 Thecurrent system reports on physica abuse and
sexud abuse combined.
Value Labe
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition gpplies
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27 SEXABUSE Sexud Abuse Format: F1

As a condition associated with a child's remova from home and contact
with the foster care system, dleged or substantiated sexua abuse or

exploitation of a child by a person who is respongble for the child's
welfare,

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Sexud abuse datanot collected
Rl 03,09 RI doesnot have this brake down of information
available see F26.
SC 03,09 Thecurrent system reports on physical abuse and
sexua abuse combined.
Vaue Labd
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition applies

28 NEGLECT Neglect Format: F1

As a condition associated with a child's remova from home and contact
with the foster care system, alleged or substantiated negligent treatment
or matreatment, including failure to provide adequate food, clothing,
shelter or care.

State Footnotes
FL 03,09 Includes gtate codesfor neglect and mentd injury.
MA 03,09 Neglect datanot collected
Rl 03,09 RI doesnot havethisbrake down of information
available see F26.
Vaue Labd

0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition applies

29 AAPARENT  Alcohol Abuse Parent Format: F1

As a condition associated with a child's remova from home and contact
with the foster care system, the principa caretaker's compulsive use of
acohol that isnot of atemporary nature.

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Alcohol abuse (parent) data not collected
MN 03,09  MN'scurrent foster care data system collects data
on child substance abuse without splitting it into
drug and acohal.
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OH 03 Also appliesto F30-F33, F38-F40. Theseare
essentiadly Caretaker Family oriented and therefore
not available for entry. They will beincluded in
the next software rel ease to the Counties, along
with the fadlities for multiple "reasons’'.

RI 03,09 RI doesnot have this brake down of information
available see F26.

SC 03,09 Thecurrent system does not differentiate among
types of substance abuse.

TN 03,09 Thisdataeement iscurrently not being captured

Value Label
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition applies

30 DAPARENT  Drug Abuse Parent Format: F1

As acondition associated with a child's remova from home and contact
with the foster care system, the principa caretaker's compulsive use of
drugsthat is not of atemporary nature.

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Drug abuse (parent) data not collected
MN 03,09  All instances of substance abuse were mapped into
AFCARS dcohal abuse since dcohal is by far the
most prevaent type of substance abuse noted.
Rl 03,09 RI doesnot have this brake down of information
available see F26.
SC 03,09 Thecurrent syslem does not differentiate among
types of substance abuse.
TN 03,09 Thisdaadement is currently not being captured
Value Label
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition applies

31 AACHILD Alcohol Abuse Child Format: F1

As acondition associated with a child's remova from home and contact
with the foster care system, the Child's compulsive use of or need for
acohol. Thisdement should include infants addicted &t birth.

State Footnotes
MA 03,09  Alcohol abuse(child) data not collected
MN 03,09 MN's current foster care data system collects data
on child substance abuse without splitting it into
drug and dcohal.
RI 03,09 RI doesnot havethis brake down of information
available see F26.
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TN 03,09 Thisdatadement iscurrently not being captured
Value Label
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition applies

32 DACHILD Drug Abuse Child Format: F1

As a condition associated with a child's remova from home and contact
with the foster care system, the child's compulsive use of or need for
narcotics. This dement should include infants addicted & birth.

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Drug abuse (child) data not collected
MN 03,09  All ingtances of substance abuse were mapped into
AFCARS dcohal abuse since dcohal is by far the
most prevalent type of substance abuse noted.
RI 03,09 RI doesnot have this brake down of informetion
available see F26.
TN 03,09 Thisdatadement is currently not being captured
Value Label
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition gpplies

33 CHILDIS Child Discbility Format: F1

As acondition associated with a child's remova from home and contact
with the foster care system, aclinica diagnosis by a qudified
professond of one or more of the following: menta retardation;
emotiona disturbance; specific learning disability; hearing, speech or
sght imparment; physica disability; or other clinicaly diagnosed
handicap. Include only if the disability(ies) was a least one of the
factors which led to the child's removad.

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Satedisability datatoo unreiable to use
Rl 03,09 RI doesnot have this brake down of information
available see F26.
Value Label
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition gpplies

34 CHBEHPRB Child Behavior Problem Format; F1
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As a condition associated with a child's remova from home and contact
with the foster care system, child's behavior in the school and/or
community that adversaly affects socidization, learning, growth and
mora development. These may include adjudicated or non-adjudicated
child behavior problems. Thiswould include the child's running away
from home or other placement.

State Footnotes
FL 03,09 Includes gtate codes for runaway, truancy and
beyond control.
MA 03,09 Child'sbehavior problem data not collected
RI 03,09 RI doesnot havethis brake down of information
available see F26.
Value Labd
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition applies

35 PRTSDIED Parent Death Format: F1

As a condition associated with a child's remova from home and contact
with the foster care system, family stress or inability to care for child
due to death of a parent or caretaker.

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Death of parent(s) data not collected
Rl 03,09 RI doesnot have this brake down of information
available see F26.
Value Labd
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition applies

36 PRTSJAIL Parent Incarceration Format: F1

As a condition associated with a child's remova from home and contact
with the foster care system, temporary or permanent placement of a
parent or caretaker injail that adversaly affects care for the child.

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Incarceration of parent(s) data not collected
Rl 03,09 RI doesnot havethis brake down of information
available see F26.
Value Labé
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition applies

37 NOCOPE Caretaker Inability Cope Format: F1
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As a condition associated with a child's remova from home and contact
with the foster care system, physicad or emotiond illness or disabling
condition adversely affecting the caretaker's ability to care for the child.

State Footnotes
FL 03,09 Includes state code for other dependency; other
dependency includes parent deceased or
incarcerated which cannot be separated under F35
and F36.
MA 03,09 Caretaker'sinability to cope data not collected
RI 03 RI does not have this brake down of information
available see F26.
RI 03,09 RI doesnot havethis brake down of information
available see F26.
Value Label
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition applies

38 ABANDMNT  Abandonment Format: F1

As a condition asociated with a child's remova from home and contact
with the fogter care system, the child has been left done or with others,
caretaker did not return or make whereabouts known.

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Abandonment data not collected
Rl 03,09 RI doesnot havethis brake down of information
available see F26.
Value Labe
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition applies

39 RELINQSH Rdinquishment Format: F1

Asacondition associated with a child's removal from home and contact
with the foster care system, parent(s), in writing, assgned the physica
and legd custody of the child to the agency for the purpose of having
the child adopted.

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Reinquishment datanot collected
Rl 03,09 RI doesnot havethis brake down of information
available see F26.
Value Labe
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition applies
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40 HOUSING Inadequate Housing Format: F1

As a condition associated with a child's remova from home and contact
with the foster care system, housing facilities were substandard,
overcrowded, unsafe or otherwise inadequate resulting in their not being
gppropriate for the parents and child to reside together. Also includes
homelessness.

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Inadequate housing data not collected
RI 03,09 RI doesnot havethis brake down of information
available see F26.
TN 03,09 Thisdatadementis currently not being captured
Value Label
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition gpplies

41  CURPLSET Current Placement Setting Format: F1

| dentify the type of setting in which the child currently lives. Types of
settingsinclude: Pre- Adoptive Home, Foster Family Home (Rédlative),
Foster Family Home (Non-Rdative), Group Home, Ingtitution,
Supervisad Independent Living, Runaway, Trid Home Vigt.

State Footnotes

FL 03,09 Dedinguency, dcohal, drug abuse and menta hedth
resdentia programs are coded as indtitutions
because the mgority would meet that definition
dthough afew would qualify as group homes,
hospital's are coded as indtitutions.

FL 03,09 Rdaiveslicensed asfoster or shelter parents
cannat be digtinguished, therefore al family home
settings are coded as non-relative; trid home vists
are not captured.

MA 03,09 Homesarenot licensed but are quaified based on
home study, criminal records and perpetrator
searches.

MA 03,09 Rdativefoster homesinclude blood relatives and
'kinship' relaionships - persons sgnificantly
attached to a child with same intensity as a blood
relaive

PA 09 PA defines Group Home as a 24 hour per day
placement of achild in a nonsecure facility which
serves no more than 25 children.
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Rl 03,09 RI group homes may have lessthan 7 children. RUI.
has specidized Foster Homes which may or may
not be relative foster homes these are being
grouped in with relative foster homes as most are
aso this group.

SC 03,09 Insomeingtances, the licensng data base does not
differentiate group home from inditutional
placements.

SC 03,09 Rdative placements cannot be differentiated from
foster family care in some ingtances.

SC 03,09 Private providers of foster family care are
consdered child placing agencies which are
designated as indtitutions on the licensing data base.

Value Label

1 Pre-Adoptive Home (A homein which the family intends to
adopt the child. The family may or may not be receiving a
foster care payment or an adoption subsidy on behaf of the
child).

2 Foger Family Home (Relative) (A licensed or unlicensed
home of the child's relatives regarded by the State as a foster
care living arrangement for the child).

3 Foger Family Home (NonRdative) (A licensed fogter family
home regarded by the State as afoster care living
arrangement).

4  Group Home (A licensed or gpproved home providing 24-hour
carefor childrenin asmall group setting that generdly has
from seven to twelve children).

5 Inditution (A child care facility operated by a public or private
agency and providing 24-hour care and/or trestment for
children who require separation from their own homes and
group living experience. These fadilities may indlude: Child
care indtitutions; residentia treatment facilities; maternity
homes; etc.)

6 Supervised Independent Living (An aternative treditiond
living arrangement where the child is under the supervison of
the agency but without 24 hour adult supervison, isreceiving
financid support from the child welfare agency, andisina
Setting which provides the opportunity for increased
responsibility for sdf care).

Runaway (The child has run away from the foster care setting).
Trid Home Vigt (The child has been in afogter care
placement but, under State agency supervision, has been
returned to the principa caretaker for alimited and specified
period of time).

o0 N

42 PLACEQOUT Out Of State Placemeant Format: F1
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Thetype of setting in which the child currently livesislocated in
another State. Note: Only the State with the placement and care
responshility for the child should include the child in the AFCARS
reporting system.
Value Label
1 Yes(The current placement setting is located outsde of the
State making the report).
2 No (The child continues to reside within the State making the
report).

43  CASEGOAL Most Recent Case Plan Goa Format; F1

Indicate the most recent case plan god for the child based on the latest
review of the child's case plan -- whether a court review or an
adminigrative review. If the child has been in care less than Sx months,
enter the goa in the case record as determined by the caseworker.

State Footnotes

FL 03,09 Statecodefor custody on a permanent basisto a
foster parent is coded as long term foster care;
relative care and guardianship cannot be
distinguished from reunification.

RI 03,09 RI doesnot assign acase plan god for cases open
less than 6 months. RI aso does not alow
adoption as a case plan god if parental rights are
not dready terminated.

SC 03,09 The current system posts the permanent plan as
determined by the casaworker; it may or may not
be the plan recommended a an adminidrative
(foster care review board) or judicid review.

Value Label

1 Reunify With Parent(s) or Principa Caretaker(s) (Thegod is
to keep the child in foster care for alimited time to enable the
agency to work with the family with whom the child had been
living prior to entering foster care in order to reestablish a
dable family environment).

2 Live With Other Relatives (The god is to have the child live
permanently with ardative or reatives other than the ones
from whom the child was removed. This could include
guardianship by ardative(s)).

3 Adoption (The god isto facilitate the child's adoption by
relatives, foster parents or other unrated individuas).

4 Long Term Foster Care (Because of specific factors or
conditions, it is not gppropriate or possible to return the child
home or place her or him for adoption, and the god isto
maintain the child in along term foster care placement).
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5 Emancipation (Because of specific factors or conditions, it is
not appropriate or possible to return the child home, have a
child live permanently with ardative or have the child
adopted; therefore, the god isto maintain the child in afoster
care setting until the child reaches the age of mgority).

6 Guadianship (The god isto facilitate the child's placement
with an agency or unrelated caretaker, with whom he or she
was not living prior to entering foster care, and whom a court
of competent jurisdiction has designated as legd guardian).

7 CasePlan God Not Y et Established (No case plan god has
been established other than the care and protection of the
child).

44  CTKFAMST  Caretaker Family Structure Format: F1

Sdect from the four dternatives -- married couple, unmarried couple,
gnglefemde, angle mae-- the category which best describes the type
of adult caretaker(s) from whom the child was removed for the current
foster care episode.

State Footnotes
FL 09 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data
Is reflected as blanks rather than unable to
determine.
MN 03,09 MN'scurrent foster care data system cannot report
family structure in the AFCARS schema.
NM 03,09 Caretaker family structure data not collected. Data
element will be added September 1996, July 1997.
OH 03 Also appliesto F45-F48. These are the Family
oriented elements that are not currently availablein
the current State-level database. A proposal to
obtain these items s currently undergoing review in
"policy" aress of the systems users.
RI 03,09 RIlisinduding as Single those that we categorizes
as separated.
Value Label
0 Not Applicable
1 Maried Couple
2 Unmarried Couple
3 SngleFemde
4 SngeMde
5 Unableto Determine

45 CTK1YR Y ear of Birth of 1st Caretaker Format: F2

Y ear that the firgt principa caretaker was born. If the exact year of birth
is unknown, enter an estimated year of birth.
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46  CTK2YR

47y  PRTMOMYR

4/m PRTMOMMO

47d PRTMOMDA

48y PRTDADYR

State Footnotes
MN 03,09 MN'scurrent foster care data system does not
collect data on caretakers dates of birth.
NM 03,09 If the caretaker date of birth is not known, an
estimated birth date is not entered.
Rl 03,09 RI doesnot collect this data.
Y ear of Birth 2nd Caretaker Format: F2

Y ear that the second principa caretaker was born. If the exact year of
birth is unknown, enter an estimated year of birth.

State Footnotes

MN 03,09
NM 03,09
Rl 03,09

TPR Mother, Year

MN's current foster care data system does not
collect data on caretakers dates of birth.

If the caretaker date of birth is not known, an
estimated birth date is not entered.
RI does not collect this data.

Format: F2

Y ear that the court terminated the mother's parenta rights. If the mother
is known to be deceased, enter the date of death.

State Footnotes
MA 03,09

Separate data on mother's and father's termination
of parent d rights data not collected, we will use
our parent's rights terminated data for both mother
& father

TPR Mother, Month Format: F2

Month that the court terminated the mother's parentd rights. If the
mother is known to be deceased, enter the date of death.

State Footnotes

See Footnotes for 47y

TPR Mother, Day

Format: F2

Day that the court terminated the mother's parentd rights. If the mother
is known to be deceased, enter the date of death.

State Footnotes

See Footnotes for 47y

TPR Father, Year

Format: F2
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Y ear that the court terminated the father's parenta rights. If the mother
is known to be deceased, enter the date of death.

State Footnotes

48m PRTDADMO TPR Father, Month Format: F2

Month that the court terminated the father's parentd rights. If the
mother is known to be deceased, enter the date of degth.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 48y

48d PRTDADDA  TPR Father, Day Format: F2

Day that the court terminated the father's parenta rights. If the mother is
known to be deceased, enter the date of deeth.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 48y

49 FOSFAMST  Foger Family Structure Format: F1

Select from the four aternatives -- married couple, unmarried couple,
sngle femde, sngle mae --the category which best describes the nature
of the foster parents with whom the child isliving in the current foster
care episode.

State Footnotes

Value Label
O Not Applicable

1 Maried Couple

2 Unmarried Couple
3 SngleFemde

4 SngeMde

5 Unableto Determine

50 CTK1YR Year of Birth of 1¥ Foster Caretaker Format: F2

Y ear that the first foster caretaker was born. If the exact year of birth is
unknown, enter an estimated year of birth.
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State Footnotes

51 CTK2YR Year of Birth 2" Foster Caretaker Format: F2

Y ear that the second foster caretaker was born. If the exact year of birth
is unknown, enter an estimated year of birth.

State Footnotes

52 RFCCTK1 Race of 1st Foster Caretaker Format: F1

In generd, aperson'srace is determined by how others define them or
by how they define themsdves.

State Footnotes

Value Label

0 Not Applicable

1 White (aperson of European, North African, or Middle
Eagtern origin)

2 Black (A person whose ancestry is any of the black racia
groups of Africa)

3 Ameican IndiayAlaskan Native (A person whose ancestry is
North American, and who maintainstriba affiliation or isso
recognized in the community)

4 AsavPecific Idander (A person whose origin isthe Far Eag,
Southeast Asa, the Indian Sub-continent, or the Pecific
idands. Thisincludes for example, China, India, Japan, Korea,
the Philippine Idands, Samoa and Vietnam)

5 Unableto determine

53 HOFCCTK1 Hispanic Origin of 1¢t Foster Caretaker Format: F1

Answer yesif thefirst foster caretaker isaMexican, Puerto Rican,
Cuban, Central or South American person, or person of other Spanish
cultura origin regardiess of race. Whether or not a person is Hispanic is
determined by how others define them or how they define themsalves.

Foster Care Variable Information - 43



NDACAN Dataset #80

State Footnotes

Value Labd
O Not Applicable
1 Yes
2 No
3 Unableto determine

54 RFCCTK2 Race of 2nd Foster Caretaker Format: F1

In generd, aperson'srace is determined by how others define them or
by how they define themsdves.

State Footnotes

Value Label

0 Not Applicable

1 White (aperson of European, North African, or Middle
Eagtern origin)

2 Black (A person whose ancestry isany of the black racia
groups of Africa)

3 American IndiavAlaskan Native (A person whose ancestry is
North American, and who maintainstriba affiliation or is so
recognized in the community)

4 Asan/Pacific Idander (A person whose origin isthe Far East,
Southeast Asa, the Indian Sub-continent, or the Pecific
iIdands. Thisincludes for example, China, India, Japan, Koreg,
the Philippine Idands, Samoa and Vietnam)

5 Unableto determine

55 HOFCCTK2  Hispanic Originof 2nd Foster Caretaker Format: F1

Answer yesif the first foster caretaker isaMexican, Puerto Rican,
Cuban, Centra or South American person, or person of other Spanish
culturd origin regardless of race. Whether or not a person is Hispanic is
determined by how others define them or how they define themsalves.

State Footnotes

Value Label
0 Not Applicable
1 Yes
2 No
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56y DODFCYR

56m DODFCMO

56d

DODFCDA

57y DODTRNYR

3 Unableto determine

Discharge Year Format: F2

Y ear the child was discharged from foster care. If the child has not been
discharged from care, leave blank.

State Footnotes

Discharge Month Format: F2

Month the child was discharged from fogter care. If the child has not
been discharged from care, leave blank.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 56y

Discharge Day Format: F2

Day the child was discharged from foster care. If the child has not been
discharged from care, leave blank.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 56y

Discharge Transaction Year Format: F2

A computer generated date which accurately indicates the year the
response to "Date of Discharge From Foster Care” was entered into the
information system.

State Footnotes

57/m DODTRNMO Discharge Transaction Month Format: F2

57d

DODTRNDA

A computer generated date which accurately indicates the morth the
response to "Date of Discharge From Foster Care” was entered into the
information system.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 57y

Discharge Transaction Day Format: F2
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A computer generated date which accurately indicates the day the
response to "Date of Discharge From Foster Care' was entered into the
information system.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 57y

58 DISREASN Discharge Reason Format: F1

For child(ren) no longer in foster care, indicate outcome or reason for
discharge.

State Footnotes

Value Label

0 Not Applicable (The child has not been discharged as of the
end of the reporting period).

1 Reunification With Parents or Primary Caretaker(s) (The child
was returned to his or her principa caretaker(s)' home).

2 Living With Other Rdatives (The child went to live with a
relative other than the one from whase home he or she was
removed).

3 Adoption (The child was legaly adopted).

4 Emancipation (The child reached mgority according to State
law by virtue of age, marriage, etc.).

5 Guardianship (Permanent custody of the child was awarded to
an individud).

6 Trandfer to Another Agency (Responshility for the care of the
child was awarded to another agency -- dther indgde or outside
of the State).

7 Runaway (The child ran away from the foster care placement).

8 Desth of Child (The child died while in foster care).

59 IVEFC Title IVE Foster Care Format; F1

Title IV-E fogter care maintenance payments are being paid on behaf of
the child.
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State Footnotes

Value Label
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition applies

60 IVEAA TitleIVE Adoption Format: F1

Title IV-E adoption subsidy is being paid on behdf of the child who is
in an adoptive home, but the adoption has not been legalized.

State Footnotes

Value Label
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition applies

61 IVAAFDC TitleIVA Format: F1

Child isliving with relative(s) whose source of support isan AFDC
payment for the child.

State Footnotes

Value Label
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition applies

62 IVDCHSUP  TitlelVD Format: F1

Child support funds are being paid to the State agency on behaf of the
child by assgnment from the receiving parent.

State Footnotes
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Value Label
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition applies

63 XIXMEDCD TitleXIX Format: F1
Child is€eligible for and may be receiving assstance under title XIX.

State Footnotes

Value Label
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition applies

64 SSIOTHER SS| Format: F1

Child is receiving support under title XV1 or other Socid Security Act
titles not included in dements 59-63.

State Footnotes

Value Label
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition applies

65 NOA None of the Above Format: F1

The child is receiving support only from the State or from some other
source (Federd or non-Federa) which is not included in eements 59-
64.

State Footnotes

Value Label
0 Condition does not apply
1 Condition applies
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66

FCMNTPAY

Amount of Monthly Foster Care Payment Format: F5

Enter the monthly foster care payment (regardless of sources) - Enter
the monthly payment paid on behdf of the child regardless of source
(i.e, Federd, State, county, municipdity, tribal, and private payments).
If title IV-E ispaid on behdf of the child the amount indicated should
be the total computable amount. If the payment made on behdf of the
child is not the same each month, indicated the amount of the lagt full
monthly payment made during the reporting period. If no monthly
payment has been made during the period, enter dl zeros.

State Footnotes
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APPENDIX B: ADOPTION VARIABLE INFORMATION

This gppendix consgts of three sections. The first and second are lists of dl the datadementsin
the ADOPT96 datafile, sorted aphabeticaly and by ement number, respectively. The third
section provides a description of the adoption data dements. The dements are arranged in the
order found in ADOPT96. For each element, the eement number, variable name, varidble labd,
and variable format is provided on thefirgt line. A more extengive description of the varigble
follows with any state footnotes specific to the dement. Findly, variable vaues and their
corresponding labels are listed as appropriate.

Thetext of the footnotes were submitted by the States and are presented asis.
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Adoption Data Elements: Sorted Alphabetically

Element# Variable

27
24
23
22
04
09
25
10
34
33
05m
05y
17
16
14
21d
21m
21y
31
08
28
26
37
18
36
35
11
32
30
15
13
07
03

ADADRACE
ADDADYR
ADMOMYR
ADPFAMST
AGNYINVL
AGYSPNDS
AMOMRACE
BASSPNDS
CHPLDBY
CHPLDFRM
DOBMO
DOBYR
DOBYRDAD
DOBYRMOM
DSMIII
FINADPDA
FINADPMO
FINADPYR
FOSPARCH
HISORGIN
HODAD
HOMOM
IVEAA
MOMARRD
MONAMNT
MONSUBSY
MR
NONREL
OTHEREL
OTHRMED
PHYDIS
RACE
RECNUM

L abel

Adoptive Father Race
Adoptive Father Y ear of Birth
Adoptive Mother Year of Birth
Adoptive Family Structure
State Agency Involvement
Child Specid Needs

Adoptive Mother Race

Specia Needs Basis

Child Placed By

Child Placed From

Child Date of Birth, Month
Child Date of Birth, Year
Father Y ear of Birth

Mother Year of Birth
Emotiondly Disturbed

Date Adoption Legdized, Day
Date Adoption Legdized, Month
Date Adoption Legdized, Year
Foster Parent

Child Higpanic Origin
Adoptive Father Higpanic Origin
Adoptive Mother Hispanic Origin
IVE Assgance

Mother Married

Monthly Amount

Recaving Subsdy

Mental Retardation

Non Rdative

Other Reldive

Other Diagnosed Condition
Physcaly Disabled

Child Race

Record Number

Page
68
67
67
66
58
61
67
61
71
70
59
59
64
64
63
66
66
66
70
60
69
68
72

72
71
62
70
70
63
63
59
58
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02m REPDATMO
02y REPDATYR
06 SEX

01 STATE

29 STPARENT
20d TPRDADDA
20m TPRDADMO
20y TPRDADYR
19d TPRMOMDA
19m TPRMOMO
19y TPRMOMYR
12 VISHEAR

Report End Date, Month
Report End Date, Year
Child Sex

State

Stepparent

TPR Father, Day

TPR Father, Month
TPR Father, Y ear

TPR Mother, Day

TPR Mother, Month
TPR Mother, Year
Visud Hearing Impaired

58
58
59
57
69
66
66
65
65
65
65
62
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Adoption Data Elements; Sorted By Element Number

Element# Variable

01
02y
02m
03
04
05y
05m
06
07
08
09
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19y
19m
19d
20y
20m
20d
21y
21m
21d
22
23
24
25

STATE
REPDATYR
REPDATMO
RECNUM
AGNYINVL
DOBYR
DOBMO
SEX

RACE
HISORGIN
AGYSPNDS
BASSPNDS
MR
VISHEAR
PHYDIS
DSMIII
OTHRMED
DOBY RMOM
DOBYRDAD
MOMARRD
TPRMOMYR
TPRMOMO
TPRMOMDA
TPRDADYR
TPRDADMO
TPRDADDA
FINADPYR
FINADPMO
FINADPDA
ADPFAMST
ADMOMYR
ADDADYR
AMOMRACE

L abel

State

Report End Date, Y ear
Report End Date, Month
Record Number

State Agency Involvement
Child Date of Birth, Year
Child Date of Birth, Month
Child Sex

Child Race

Child Higpanic Origin

Child Specid Needs

Specia Needs Basis

Mental Retardation

Visud Hearing Impaired
Physcaly Disabled
Emotionaly Disturbed

Other Diagnosed Condition
Mother Year of Birth

Father Year of Birth

Mother Married

TPR Mother, Y ear

TPR Mother, Month

TPR Mother, Day

TPR Father, Y ear

TPR Father, Month

TPR Father, Day

Date Adoption Legdized, Year
Date Adoption Legdized, Month
Date Adoption Legdized, Day
Adoptive Family Structure
Adoptive Mother Year of Birth
Adoptive Father Y ear of Birth
Adoptive Mother Race

Page
57
58
58
58
58
59
59
59
59
60
61
61
62
62
63
63

GRRIXRY

65
65
65
66
66
66
66
66
66
67
67
67
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26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

HOMOM
ADADRACE
HODAD
STPARENT
OTHEREL
FOSPARCH
NONREL
CHPLDFRM
CHPLDBY
MONSUBSY
MONAMNT
IVEAA

Adoptive Mother Higpanic Origin
Adoptive Father Race
Adoptive Father Higpanic Origin
Stepparent

Other Relative

Foster Parent

Non Relative

Child Placed From

Child Placed By

Receiving Subsidy

Monthly Amount

IVE Assistance

68
68
69
69
70
70
70
70
71
71
72
72
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Adoption Codebook | nformation

The variablesin this codebook are arranged in the order in which they appear in the ADOPT96
datafile. Thefirg line in the description of each of the variables gives the AFCARS Data
Element Number and the name (in dl capitd letters), label, and format for the variable. Formats
beginning with the letter "F" are numeric. Those beginning with "A™ are gtring, or character,
variables. The numbersin the format refer to the number of digits dlowed for the variable.

Below thefirg line, abrief explanation of the variable, relevant state footnotes, and the
alowable values with their |abels are provided. For the state footnotes, the submission period for
which the note gpplies are indicated by "03" for March or "09" for September. Thetext of the

footnotes were submitted by the states and are presented asis.

01

STATE

State

Format: F2

Identity of the State reporting on the record. Use the two digit Federal
Information Processing Standards (FIPS) code for the State.

State Footnotes
09 LD footnote for element 1/fips code

Ml

Value
4
5
6
8

10
11
12
13
15
16
17
18
19
21
22
23
24
25
27
28
30
31
34
35
37

L abel

Arizona
Arkansas
Cdifornia
Colorado
Ddaware
Digrict of Columbia
Horida
Georgia
Hawal

Idaho

lllinois

Indiana

lowa
Kentucky
Louisana
Mane
Maryland

M assachusetts
Minnesota
Missssippi
Montana
Nebraska
New Jersey
New Mexico
North Carolina
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39
40
41
42
44
46
47
48
49
50
53
55
72

Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Idand
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah
Vermont
Washington
Wiscondan
Puerto Rico

02y REPDATYR Report End Date, Year

The last year for the reporting period.
02m REPDATMO Report End Date, Month
The last month for the reporting period.

03 RECNUM Record Number

The sequentia number which the Sate uses to transmit data to the
Department of Hedth and Human Services (DHHS) or aunique

Format: F4

Format: F2

Format: A12

(encrypted) number which follows the child aslong ashe or sheisin
foster care. Encrypted vaues may appear garbled in the datafile; thisis
not an error. The record number cannot be linked to the child's case 1.D.

number except at the State or locd leve.

State Footnotes

FL 03,09 A sequentid number is created and stored in the State

MA 03,09
NM 03,09

data base for the child.

Record number is encrypted state child identified
A unique encrypted number is assgned to esch child;
this unique number will follow the child aslong as he

or sheisin foster care.

04 AGNYINVL Sate Agency Involvement

Format: F1
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05y DOBYR

05m DOBMO

06

07

RACE

Indicate whether the State Title IV-B/IV-E agency had any involvement in
the adoption, that is, whether the adopted child belongs to one of the
following categories. (1) a child who had been in fodter care under the
regpongbility and care of the State child welfare agency and who was
subsequently adopted whether specia needs or not and whether a subsidy
was provided or not; (2) a specia needs child who was adopted in the State,
whether or not he/she wasin the public foster care system prior to hisher
adoption and for whom non-recurring expenses were reimbursed; or (3) a
child for whom an adoption assistance payment or serviceis being provided
based on arrangement made by or through the State agency.

State Footnotes
NM 03,09 The gate automated system only trackstitle I\V-B/IV-
E agency adoptions. Private adoption datais handled
manually. Procedures would need to be modified to
collect and store private adoption data in the automated

system.
Value Labd
1 Yes
2 No
Child Date of Birth, Year Format: F4

Month of the child's birth. If the child is abandoned or the date of birth is
otherwise unknown, enter an approximeate date of birth.

State Footnotes
NM 03,09  Theauomated system requires child's date of birth.

Child Date of Birth, Month Format: F2

Month of the child's birth. If the child is abandoned or the date of birth is
otherwise unknown, enter an approximeate date of birth.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 05y

Child Sex Format: F1
The gender of the person.

Value Labd
1 Mde
2 Famde

Child Race Format: F1
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In generd, aperson's race is determined by how others define them or by
how they define themsdlves. In the case of young children, parents determine
the race of the child.

State Footnotes
FL 09 Effective report period ending 09/96, missng datais
reflected as blanks rather than unable to determine.
MA 03,09 Puerto Rican, Cuban, Mexican, other Hispanic coded as
5-unab le to determine on a#07 and 1-yes on a#08
NM 03,09 If Higpanic originisyes, then race datais not available,
Data element for race will be added September 1996,
July 1997.
Rl 03,09 RI records Hispanic asaracia category and reports this
in A0B. Thus our totalsin racid groups are missng
these persons and may not be accurate in cross state
comparisons.

Value Label

1 White (A person of European, North African, or Middle Eastern
origin).

2 Black (A person whose ancestry is any of the black racia groups
of Africa).

3 American IndiavAlaskan Native (A person whose ancedry is
North American, and who maintainstribal affilistion or isso
recognized in the community).

4 Asan/Pacific Idander (A person whose origin isthe Far Eadt,
Southeast Asa, the Indian sub-continent, or the pacific Idands.
Thisincludes for example, China, India, Japan, Korea, the
Philippine Idands, Samoa and Vietnam).

5 Unable to Determine (The specific race category is"Unable to
Determine’ because the child is very young or is severdly disabled
and no other person is available to identify the child's race).

08 HISORGIN Child Higpanic Origin Format: F1

Answer yesif the child isaMexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Centra or South
American person, or person of other Spanish culturd origin regardless of
race. Whether or not a person is Hispanic is determined by how others define
them or by how they define themsdlves. In the case of young children,

parents determine the race of the child.

State Footnotes
FL 09 Effective report period ending 09/96, missng datais
reflected as blanks rather than unable to determine.
FL 03,09 Effective January 17, 1996, FL began capturing
ethnicity for subjects of new abuse reports. Thisdatais
not yet avallablefor dl childrenin care.
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RI 03,09 RI recordsHispanic as a selection under race. Our
numbers reflect only cases where race was indicated as

Hispanic.
Value Label
1 Yes
2 No
3 Unableto determine (the child isvery young or is severdly

disabled and no person is available to determine whether or not the
child is Hispanic)

09 AGYSPNDS Child Specid needs Format: F1

Use the State definition of specid needs asit pertainsto a child digible for
an adoption subsidy under TitleIV-E.

State Footnotes

MA 03,09 Specid needsdatatoo unreliable to use

NM 03,09 NM specia needs data does not map directly to
AFCARS definitions. Data element will be added
September 1996, July 1997.

OH 03 Also appliesto A10. The Counties are asked to Sate
whether thereis specia needs, but are not required to
elaborate on the type of need. Also, we do not consider
Race or Ageto be specia needs.

Vaue Labd
1 Yes
2 No

10 BASSPNDS Specid NeedsBasis Format: F1

The primary basis or condition for categorization as specid needs and only
asit isdefined by the State.

State Footnotes

FL 03,09 Radd originincludes black children; ageincludes
children eight and over; conditions and disgbilities
indudes only those where the optiond state diagnosis
fields have been entered.

FL 03,09 Children meeting multiple criteriaare counted
according to the first which gpplies disability, race,
age, other.

FL 03,09 Children of mixed race, sbling groups, ad some
conditions or disahilities cannot be distinguished and
are included in other; the specid condition of
emotiona tieto foster parent is aso coded other.

MA 03,09 Specid needsdatatoo unreliable to use
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NM 03,09 NM specia needs data does not map directly to
AFCARS definitions. Data element will be added
September 1996, July 1997.

Vaue Labe

0 Not Applicable

1 Readd/Origind Background (The primary condition or factor for
specid needsisracid/origind background as defined by the
State)

2 Age(The primary factor or condition for specid needsis age of
the child as defined by the State)

3 Sbling group Member (The primary factor or condition for
specid needs is membership in asbling group as defined by the
State)

4 Medicd Condition or Menta, Physical, Emotiona Disabilities
(The primary factor or condition for specid needsisthe child's
medica condition as defined by the State, but dinicaly

diagnosad by a qudified professond)
5 Other
11 MR Menta Retardation Format: F1

Sgnificantly sub-average generd cognitive and motor functioning exiging
concurrently with deficits in adaptive behavior manifested during the
developmentd period that adversely affect a child/youth's socidization and
learning. (Clinica diagnoss by aqudified professond).

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Mentd retardation datatoo unrdiable to use
NM 03,09 Daafor dinicd diagnoss of disability isnot collected.
Adoption data eements #11 - #15 will be added
September 1996, July 1997.

Value Label
0 Doesnot Apply
1 Applies

12 VISHEAR Visud Hearing Impaired Format: F1

Having avisud imparment that may sgnificantly affect educationd
performance or development; or a hearing impairment, whether permanent
or fluctuating, that adversdy affects educationd performance. (Clinica
diagnosis by aqudified professond).

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Visud or hearing impaired data too unreliable to use
Rl 03,09 RI includes speech imparments with visudly and or
hearing impaired as one group.
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Vaue Label
0 Doesnot Apply
1 Applies

13 PHYDIS  Physcaly dishled Format: F1

A physicd condition that adversely affects the child's day-to-day motor
functioning, such as cerebrd pasy, spina bifida, multiple scleros's,
orthopedic imparments and other physica disgbilities. (Clinica diagnosis by
aqudified professond).

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Statedisability datatoo unrdiable to use

Value Label
0 Doesnot Apply
1 Applies

14  DSMIII Emotiondly Disturbed Format: F1

A condition exhibiting one or more of the following characteristics over a
long period of time and to a marked degree: an inability to build or maintain
satisfactory interpersond relationships; ingppropriate types of behavior or
fedings under normd circumstances; a generd pervasive mood of
unhappiness or depression; or atendency to develop physica symptoms or
fears associated with persond problems. The term includes personswho are
schizophrenic or autistic. The term does not include persons who are socidly
maladjusted, unlessit is determined that they are dso serioudy emotionally
disturbed. The diagnosisis based the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of
Menta Disorders (Third Edition) (DSM [11) or the most recent edition.
(Clinica diagnosis by aqudified professond).

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Emotiondly disturbed datatoo unrdiable to use

Value Labé
0 Doesnot Apply
1 Applies

15 OTHRMED Other Diagnosed Condition Format: F1

Conditions other than those noted in AFCARS under types of disabilities
(mentd retardation, visudly or hearing impaired, physcaly disabled,
emotionally disturbed) which require specia medica care such as chronic
illnesses. Included are children diagnosed as HIV positive or with AIDS.
(Clinicd diagnosis by aqudified professond).

State Footnotes
FL 03,09 Basad on date code for other developmentd disability.
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MA 03,09 Other medica datatoo unreliable to use

Value Label
0 Doesnot Apply
1 Applies

16 DOBYRMOM Mother Year of Birth Format: F4

Y ear that a person was born. AFCARS Adoption data el ements ask for
this data on the birth parent(s) and adoptive parent(s).

State Footnotes

NM 03,09 Thefunctiondity and dataeementsto track birth
parent datawill be added September 1996, July 1997.

OH 03 Also appliesto A17-A20. We do not know at this
time the ability to respond to questions on the
Biological parents. Plansto include Family data at
the State level are currently being formulated.

RI 03,09 RI doesnot keep record of this information.

TN 03,09 Oneagency's computer system has data dement, but

that agency does

17 DOBYRDAD Father Year of Birth Format: F4

Y ear that a person was born. AFCARS Adoption data eements ask for this
data on the birth parent(s) and adoptive parent(s).

State Footnotes
NM 03,09 Thefunctiondity and datadementsto track birth
parent data will be added September 1996, July 1997.
Rl 03,09 RI does not keep record of thisinformetion.
TN 03,09 Oneagency's computer system has data element, but
that agency does

18 MOMARRD Mother married Format: F1

For adoption data, indicate whether the birth mother was married at time of
child's birth; include common law marriage if legd in the State.

State Footnotes
FL 09 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing dataiis
reflected as blanks rather than unable to determine.
MA 03,09 Mother married at time of child's birth not collected
NM 03,09 Thefunctiomdity and dataelementsto track birth
parent data will be added September 1996, July 1997.
Rl 03,09 RI does not keep record of this information.

Value Label
0 Not Applicable
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Yes

No

3 Unable to determine (The child was abandoned and no
information was available on the mother).

N -

19y TPRMOMYR TPR Mother, Year Format: F4

The year that the court terminated the mother's parentd rights. If the
mother is known to be deceased, enter the date of degth.

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Separate dataon mother's and father's termination of
parent d rights data not collected, we will use our
parent's rights terminated data for both mother &
father
RI 03,09 RI hasthisinformation in most cases exceptions are
where adoptive parenta rights may have aso been
terminated as thisinformation would overwrite
origina dates of termination of rights.

19m TPRMOMO TPR Mother, Month Format: F2

The month that the court terminated the mother's parenta rights. If the
mother is known to be deceased, enter the date of desath.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 19y

19d TPRMOMDA TPR Mother, Day Format: F2

The day that the court terminated the mother's parentd rights. If the
mother is known to be deceased, enter the date of death.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 19y

20y TPRDADYR TPR Father, Year Format: F4

The year that the court terminated the father's parentd rights. If the father
is known to be deceased, enter the date of death.

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Separate data on mother's and father's termination of
parent d rights data not collected, we will use our
parent's rights terminated data for both mother &
father
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20m

20d

21y

21m

21d

22

Rl 03,09 RI hasthisinformationin most cases exceptions are
where adoptive parenta rights may have aso been
terminated as thisinformation would overwrite
origind dates of termination of rights.

TPRDADMO TPR Father, Month Format: F2

The month that the court terminated the father's parentd rights. If the
father is known to be deceased, enter the date of death.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 20y

TPRDADDA  TPR Father, Day Format: F2

The day that the court terminated the father's parenta rights. If the father is
known to be deceased, enter the date of death.

State Footnotes
See Footnotes for 20y

FINADPYR Date Adoption Legalized, Year Format: F4
The year the court issued the final adoption decree.

FINADPMO Date Adoption Legalized, Month Format: F2
The month the court issued the final adoption decree.

FINADPDA Date Adoption Legdized, Day Format: F2
The day the court issued the final adoption decree.

ADPFAMST  Adoptive Family Structure Format: F1

Sdect from the four dternatives -- married couple, unmarried couple,
anglefemde, Sngle mae -- the category which best describes the nature of
the adoptive parent(s) family structure.

State Footnotes

NM 03,09 Family structure dataiis not collected. Data dement
will be added September 1996, July 1997.

OH 03 Also gppliesto A23-A28. The County system users are
not required to enter the specific demographic data for
the Foster Care Family members. Edits will soon be
added to ensure complete data, in aMicro software
release to the Counties.

Value Label
1 Maried Couple
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23

24

25

b wWdN

Unmarried Couple
Sngle Femde
SngleMde
Unable to Determine

ADMOMYR Adoptive Mother Year of Birth Format: F4

Y ear that a person was born. AFCARS Adoption data ements ask for this
data on the birth parent(s) and adoptive parent(s).

State Footnotes

NM

03,09 If adoptive mother date of birth is not known, an
estimated birth date is not entered.

ADDADYR Adoptive Father Year of Birth Format: F4

Y ear that a person was born. AFCARS Adoption data elements ask for this
data on the birth parent(s) and adoptive parent(s).

State Footnotes
NM 03,09 If adoptivefather date of birth isnot known, an
estimated birth date is not entered.

AMOMRACE Adoptive Mother Race Format: F1
In generd, aperson'srace is determined by how others define them or by
how they define themsdves.

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Puerto Rican, Cuban, Mexican, other Hispanic coded
as 5-unab leto determine on a#25 and 1-yeson a
#26
NM 03,09 If Higoanic origin isyes, then race dataiis not
collected. Data dement for 2nd ethnicity will be
added September 1996, July 1997.

RI 03,09 RI recordsHispanic asaracid category and reports
thisin A26. Thus our totalsin racia groups are
missing these persons and may not be accurate in
Cross state comparisons.

Value Labe
0 Not Applicable
1 White (A person of European, North African, or Middle Eastern

origin).

Black (A person whose ancestry is any of the black racial
groups of Africa).

American Indian/Alaskan Native (A person whose ancediry is
North American, and who maintainstriba affiliation or isso
recognized in the community).
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4 Asan/Pacific Idander (A person whose origin isthe Far East,
Southeast Ada, the Indian sub-continent, or the pacific Idands.
Thisincludes for example, China, India, Japan, Korea, the
Philippine Idands, Samoa and Vietnam).

5 Unableto Determine

26 HOMOM  Adoptive Mother Hispanic Origin Format: F1

Indicate yes if adoptive mother is Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or
South American person, or person of other Spanish cultura origin regardiess
of race. Whether or not a person is Hispanic is determined by how others
define them or by how they define themsdlves. In the case of young children,
parents determine the race of the child.

State Footnotes
RI 03,09 RI recordsHispanic as a sdlection under race. Our
numbers reflect only cases where race was indicated as
Hispanic.
Value Label
0 Not Applicable
1 Yes
2 No
3 Unableto determine
27 ADADRACE Adoptive Father Race Format: F1

In generd, aperson'srace is determined by how others define them or by
how they define themsdves.

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Puerto Rican, Cuban, Mexican, other Hispanic coded
as 5-unab le to determine on a#27 and 1-yeson a
#28
NM 03,09 If Higoanic originisyes, then race datais not
collected. Data dement for 2nd ethnicity will be
added September 1996, July 1997.

RI 03,09 RI recordsHispanic asaracia category and reports
thisin A08. Thus our totasin racia groups are
missing these persons and may not be accurate in
Cross state comparisons.

Value Label
0 Not Applicable
1 White (A person of European, North African, or Middle Eastern
origin).
2 Black (A person whose ancestry isany of the black racia
groups of Africa).
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3 American Indian/Alaskan Native (A person whose ancestry is
North American, and who maintainstribal affilistion or isso
recognized in the community).

4 Adav/Pacific Idander (A person whose origin isthe Far East,
Southeast Ada, the Indian sub-continent, or the pacific Idands.
Thisincludes for example, China, India, Japan, Korea, the
Philippine Idands, Samoa and Vietnam).

5 Unableto Determine

28 HODAD Adoptive Father Hispanic Origin Format: F1

Indicate yes if adoptive father is Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Centra or
South American person, or person of other Spanish culturd origin regardiess
of race. Whether or not a person is Hispanic is determined by how others
define them or by how they define themselves. In the case of young children,
parents determine the race of the child.

State Footnotes
RI 03,09 RI recordsHispanic as a selection under race. Our
numbers reflect only cases where race was indicated as
Higpanic.
Value Labé
0 Not Applicable
1 Yes
2 No
3 Unableto determine
29  STPARENT Stepparent Format: F1

Indicate if adoptive parent's prior relationship with the child was as a spouse
of the child's birth mother or birth father.

State Footnotes

MA 03,09 Stepparent data not collected

NM 03,09  Stepparent adoption data are not collected or stored in
the state information system. These aredl done
through private attorney's.

OH 03 Also gppliesto A30-A32. Thesequestionsarein
regard to the relationships between the Adoptive Home
and the Adopted Child. We have no such data a this
time, but they will be added to the next software to the
Counties.

RI 03,09 RI doesnot collect this data.

Value Labe
0 Doesnot Apply
1 Applies
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30 OTHEREL Other Rdative Format: F1

Indicate if adoptive parent's prior relationship with child was as ardaive
through the birth parents by blood or marriage.

State Footnotes
RI 03,09 RI doesnot collect this data.

Value Label
0 Doesnot Apply
1 Applies

31 FOSPARCH Foster Parent Format: F1

Indicate if child was placed in a non-rdative foster family home with a
family which later adopted him or her. Theinitid placement could have
been for the purpose of adoption or for the purpose of foster care.

State Footnotes
FL 03,09 Rdaiveand nonreative are not distinguished;
includes dl foster parent adoptions.
Rl 03,09 RI doesnot collect this data.

Value Labe
0 Doesnot Apply
1 Applies

32 NONREL Non Rdative Format: F1

Indicate if adoptive parent's prior relationship to child fitsinto none of the
categories listed (Stepparent, Other Relative of Child by Birth or Marriage,
Foster Parent of Child).

State Footnotes
RI 03,09 RI doesnot collect this data

Value Labe
O Doesnot Apply
1 Applies

33 CHPLDFRM Child Placed From Format: F1
Indicate the location of the individua or agency that had custody or
responsbility for the child at the time of initiation of adoption proceedings
(placed from within State, another State, or another country).

State Footnotes
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NM 03,09 Thevauefor 'placed from' will dwaysbeequa to 1 -
child was placed from within the gate. If the child
was placed from another Sate, that Sateisfindizing
adoption proceedings and will have reporting
respongbility.

Value Label

1 Within State (Responghility for the child resded with an
individua or agency within the State filling the report)

2 Ancther State (Respongihility for the child resided with an
individua or agency in another State or territory of the United
States)

3 Ancther Country (Immediately prior to the adoptive placement,
the child was resding in another country and was not a citizen of
the United States)

34 CHPLDBY Child Placed By Format: F1
Indicate the individua or agency which placed the child for adoption.

State Footnotes
MA 03,09 Paced by isdways public agency
NM 03,09 Datafor 'child placed by' isnot collected. Data dement
will be added September 1996, July 1997.
Rl 03,09 RI records only those adoptions placed by public

agency.

Value Label

1 Public Agency (A unit of State or loca government)

2 Private Agency (A for-profit or non-profit agency inditution)

3 Tribad Agency (A unit within one of the Federally recognized
Indian Tribes or Indian Tribd Organizations)
Independent Person (A doctor, lawyer, or some other individud)
Birth Parent (The parent(s) placed the child directly with the
Adoptive parent(s))

o1 A~

35 MONSUBSY Recaving Subsidy Format: F1

Enter "yes' if the child was adopted with an adoption assstance agreement
under which: (1) regular subsidies (Federd or State) are paid.

State Footnotes

FL 03,09 Codedyesif payment was made for maintenance
subsidy - titleiv-e.

FL 03,09 Includesonly children entered in the child welfare
vouchering sysem (CWVS) and the client information
system (CIS) with the same dlient identification
number.
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NM 03,09 Private adoptions receiving a one-time adoption
subsidy payment are not included. Functiondity to
collect these payments will be added September 1996,

July 1997.
FL 03,09 Codedyesif payment was made for maintenance
subsdy - titleiv-e.
Value Label
1 Yes
2 No
36 MONAMNT Monthly Amount Format: F2

Indicate the monthly amount of the adoption subsidy rounded to the nearest
dollar. Indicate "0" if the subsdy includes only benefits under titles XIX or
XX of the Socid Security Act.

State Footnotes

FL 03,09 Includesonly children entered in the child welfare
vouchering system (CWV S) and the client information
system (CIS) with the same client identification
number.

FL 03,09 Mog recent monthly amount paid for maintenance
subsidy only.

MA 03,09 Amount of subsdy not available

37 IVEAA IVE Asdstance Format: F1

If dement #35 isyes, indicate whether subsidy is clamed by the State for
rembursement under Title IV-E. Do not include Title 1V-E non-recurring
cogsinthisitem.

State Footnotes

FL 03,09 Codedyesif payment was made for maintenance
subsdy - titleiv-e.

FL 03,09 Incudesonly children entered in the child welfare
vouchering system (CWVS) and the client information
system (CIS) with the same dlient identification number.

MA 03,09 TitlelV-E adoption assstance data not available

Value Labd
1 Yes
2 No
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APPENDIX C: STATE FOOTNOTES

This gppendix provides dl the AFCARS footnotes submitted by the states, sorted by state and
element number. The submission date for the footnote is aso provided. The two dates are
"199603" for March, 1996 and "199609" for September, 1996. All the footnotes listed in the
codebooks from Appendices A and B are listed here again in addition to any footnotes that did
not apply to specific data dements. The generd State footnotes are given an dement number of
"00". The"A" or "F" preceding the e ement number indicate whether the note gppliesto the
adoption data or the foster care data, respectively. The text of the footnotes were submitted by
the states and are presented asis.
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State

Cdifornia

Florida

Horida

Florida

Horida

Florida

Horida

Florida

Horida

Florida

Florida

Horida

Florida

Florida

Submission

199603,09

199603,09

199609

199603,09

199609

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199609

199603,09
199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

Element # Footnote

A00

AO03

AO7

A08

A08

A10

A10

A10

Al5

A18

A3l

A35

A35

A36

Adoption datais late in reporting because of
program changes in order to meet requirements for
AFCARS.

A sequentid number is created and stored in the
state data base for the child.

Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to
determine.

Effective January 17, 1996, Florida began
capturing ethnicity for subjects of new abuse
reports. Thisdataisnot yet avalablefor al
childrenin care.

Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to
determine.

Racid origin includes black children; age includes
children eight and over; conditions and disahilities
includes only those where the optiond State
diagnosis fields have been entered.

Children meeting multiple criteria are counted
according to the first which gpplies disability,
race, age, other.

Children of mixed race, shling groups, and some
conditions or disabilities cannot be distinguished
and are included in other; the specia condition of
emotiondl tie to foster parent is al'so coded other.
Based on gate code for other developmental
disability.

Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to
determine.

Reative and non-rdative are not distinguished;
includes al foster parent adoptions.

Coded yesif payment was made for maintenance
subsdy - titleiv-e.

Includes only children entered in the child welfare
vouchering sysem (CWVS) and the client
information system (CIS) with the same client
identification number.

Includes only children entered in the child welfare
vouchering system (CWVS) and the client
information system (C1S) with the same dient
identification number.
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Horida

Florida

Florida

Florida

Horida

Florida

Florida

Florida

Horida

Florida

Horida

Florida

Horida

Florida

Florida

199603,09
199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199609

199603,09

199609

199603,09

199609

199603,09

199609

199609

A36

A37

A37

FOO

FOO

FO3

FO4

FO8

FO9

FO9

F10

F10

F15

F16

F17

Mot recent monthly amount paid for maintenance
subsdy only.

Coded yesif payment was made for maintenance
subsidy - titleiv-e.

Incdludes only children entered in the child welfare
vouchering system (CWVS) and the client
information system (CIS) with the same client
identification number.

Reative placement records (other than long-term)
are selected based on their datusand living
arrangement a the date of extract snce history is
not available; these vaues could vary from those
during the reporting period.

Records have been selected for extraction based on
actual datesin care.

Where the service areaincludes multiple counties,
the child's resdence county is used if among the
counties served, dse the home office county is
used.

A sequentia number is created and stored in the
state data base for the child.

Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to
determine.

Effective January 17, 1996, Horida began
capturing ethnicity for subjects of new abuse
reports. Thisdaaisnot yet avalable for al
childrenin care.

Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to
determine,

Entry in Sate diagnosis fieldsis optional and does
not necessarily mean there has not been a
diagnosis; therefore no entry is coded as not yet
determined.

Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to
determine.

Based on gtate code for other developmental
disahility.

Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to
determine.

Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to
determine.
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Horida

Horida
Florida

Florida

Florida

Horida

Horida

Florida

Horida

Horida

Horida

Horida

Florida

Florida

199609

199603,09
199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199609

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

F25

F28
F34

F37

F41

F41

F43

F44

F58

F58

F59

F59

F60

F64

Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to
determine.

Includes state codes for neglect and mental injury.

Includes state codes for runaway, truancy and
beyond contral.

Includes state code for other dependency; other
dependency includes parent deceased or
incarcerated which cannot be separated under F35
and F36.

Delinquency, acohoal, drug abuse and mental
hedlth residential programs are coded as
indtitutions because the mgjority would meet that
definition athough afew would qudify as group
homes, hospitals are coded as indtitutions.
Relatives licensed as foster or shelter parents
cannat be digtinguished, therefore al family home
Settings are coded as non-rdative; trid home vists
are not captured.

State code for custody on a permanent basisto a
foster parent is coded as long term foster care;
relative care and guardianship cannot be
digtinguished from reunification.

Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data
IS reflected as blanks rather than unable to
determine.

Placement with legd guardian (not areative)
cannot be digtinguished from reunification with
parents.

Trandfer to another agency includes juvenile
justice, adult corrections, other hrs programs (not
child wdfare), private agencies and closure of
interstate cases.

Thisfied is coded based on iv-e digibility of the
child; if the placement is not digible, payments
will not be IV-E.

Thisfidd is coded based on iv-e digibility of the
child; if the placement is not digible, payments
will not be IV-E.

Thisfied is coded based on iv-e digibility of the
child; if the placement is not digible, payments
will not be IV-E.

Thisfield is coded based on SSl digibility of the
child.
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Horida

Horida

Hawaii

Hawali

Hawaii

Hawaii

Hawaii

Hawaii

Hawaii

Hawaii

Hawaii

199603,09

199603,09

199609

199609

199603

199609

199609

199603

199603

199603

199603

F66

F66

AQ00

A00

FOO

FOO

FOO

FO5

FO8

FO9

F49

Includes only children entered in the child welfare
vouchering system (CWVS) and the client
information system (CIS) with the same client
identification number.

Most recent monthly amount paid for maintenance
subsdy only.

Tested. The accuracy of the data asit existsin our
system and how the data gppearsin transmission
has not been verified and may reflect
inconsggtencies.

Thisreport is being submitted primarily for the
purpose of testing the transmission after
converson. Our eectronic data sysemis il
being tested and revised and the extraction
program needs to be more thoroughly andyzed
and

Hawaii collects data related to most eements.
Only dements whose AFCARS definitions are
smilar to Hawaii's definitions are being reported
a thistime. Elementsin thisreport include FC
dements 1-9, 23, 41-43, 49-55, 59-61, & 64.
Tested. The accuracy of the dataasit existsin our
system and how the data gppearsin transmission
has not been verified and may reflect
inconsggtencies.

Thisreport is being submitted primarily for the
purpose of testing the transmisson after
converson. Our dectronic datasystemis ill
being tested and revised and the extraction
program needs to be more thoroughly andyzed
and

Periodic reviews are being held for dl childrenin
foster care. However, thisinformation is currently
not being inputted into the system for al cases.
Hawaii currently collects data on ethnicity; not
races. We are in the process of making the
necessary modifications to the system to conform
to AFCARS definitions

Hawaii currently collects some information related
to Higpanic origin. We arein the process of
making the necessary modifications to the system
to conform more accurately to AFCARS
definitions.

Hawaii collects deta related to this eement.
However, thisinformetion is currently not being
inputted into the system for al cases.
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Hawaii

Hawaii

Hawaii

Hawaii

Hawaii

Hawaii

Hawali

Kentucky
Kentucky

Kentucky

Kentucky

Kentucky

Kentucky
Kentucky

Kentucky

Kentucky

Kentucky

199603

199603

199603

199603

199603

199603

199603

199603
199603

199603

199603

199603

199603

199603

199603

199603

199603

F50

F51

F52

F53

F54

F55

F64

Hawaii collects data related to this eement.
However, thisinformation is currently not being
inputted into the system for dl cases.

Hawaii collects data related to this dement.
However, thisinformation is currently not being
inputted into the system for dl cases.

Hawaii collects data related to this dement.
However, thisinformation is currently not being
inputted into the system for dl cases.

Hawaii collects data related to this eement.
However, thisinformation is currently not being
inputted into the system for dl cases.

Hawaii collects data related to this dement.
However, thisinformation is currently not being
inputted into the system for al cases.

Hawaii collects data related to this eement.
However, thisinformation is currently not being
inputted into the system for dl cases.

Currently only SSI benefits are being reported.
We are in the process of making modificationsto
the system to collect data on other federa
resources.

Kentucky does not currently capture this date
Kentucky code 14 (other) does not trandate to an
AFCARS code s0 it is being left blank

Kentucky code 7 (other) does not trandate to an
AFCARS code o it is being left blank

Kentucky codes for Hispanic, biracid and not
reported are reported as AFCARS code 5 (unable
to determine).

Kentucky codes for biracial and not reported are
reported as AFCARS code 3 (unable to
determine).

Kentucky source system for this transmission does
not capture this information

Kentucky source system for this transmisson does
not capture this information

Kentucky codes for biracial and not reported are
reported as AFCARS code 3 (unable to
determine).

Kentucky codes for Hispanic, biracia and not
reported are reported as AFCARS code 5 (unable
to determine).

Kentucky code 7 (other) does not trandate to an
AFCARS code s0 it is being left blank
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Kentucky

Kentucky
Louidana

Louigana

M assachusetts

M assachusetts
M assachusetts
M assachusetts

Massachusetts
M assachusetts
Massachusetts
Massachusetts

Massachusetts
Massachusetts
Massachusetts
Massachusetts

M assachusetts

M assachusetts

M assachusetts

M assachusetts

M assachusetts
M assachusetts
M assachusetts

199603

199603
199609

199609

199603,09

199603,09
199603,09
199603,09

199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09

199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09
199603,09
199603,09

A00

A00

A00

A00
AO03
A07

A09
A10
All
Al12

Al3
Al4
A15
A18

A19

A20

A25

A27

A29
A34
A36

Kentucky code 14 (other) does not trandate to an
AFCARS code s0 it is being left blank

Kentucky does not currently capture this date
This submisson does not contain ad informetion.
We are working on this. The FC datais complete
for our department, but we are missing dept. Of
corrections data for this submission.

Also, we have run conversons for fiddsin the FC
data. Somefieddswill not have data since they are
new. Thank you.

Adoptions occurring in the last 60 days of the
report period will be reported in the submission
for the following period

Non-gate agency adoptions are not included
Record number is encrypted state child identified
Puerto Rican, Cuban, Mexican, other Higpanic
coded as 5-unab le to determine on a#07 and 1-
yeson a#08

Specia needs data too unreliable to use

Specia needs data too unreliable to use

Mental retardation data too unreigble to use
Visud or hearing impaired data too unreliable to
use

State disability datatoo unreliable to use
Emotiondly disturbed data too unreliable to use
Other medical datatoo unreliable to use

Mother married at time of child's birth not
collected

Separate data on mother's and father's termination
of parent d rights data not collected, we will use
our parent's rights terminated data for both mother
& father

Separate data on mother's and father's termination
of parent d rights data not collected, we will use
our parent's rights terminated data for both mother
& father

Puerto Rican, Cuban, Mexican, other Hispanic
coded as 5-unab le to determine on a#25 and 1-
yeson a#26

Puerto Rican, Cuban, Mexican, other Higpanic
coded as 5-unab le to determine on a#27 and 1-
yeson a#28

Stepparent data not collected

Placed by is dways public agency

Amount of subsidy not available
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M assachusetts
M assachusetts

M assachusetts

M assachusetts
M assachusetts
M assachusetts

M assachusetts
M assachusetts

Massachusetts
Massachusetts
M assachusetts
Massachusetts
Massachusetts
Massachusetts
Massachusetts
Massachusetts
Massachusetts
Massachusetts
Massachusetts
Massachusetts
Massachusetts
M assachusetts
Massachusetts
Massachusetts
M assachusetts
Massachusetts
Massachusetts
Massachusetts
Massachusetts
Massachusetts
M assachusetts
Massachusetts

199603,09
199603,09

199603,09

199603,09
199603,09
199603,09

199603,09
199603,09

199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09

A37
FOO

FOO

FOO
FOO
FOO

FO4
FO8

F10
F11
F12
F13
F14
F15
F16
F17
F26
F27
F28
F29
F30
F31
F32
F33
F34
F35
F36
F37
F38
F39
F40
F41

Title IV-E adoption ass stance data not available
Temporary method of extraction used (based on
actual datesin care)

Reported population includes children with mental
hedlth, mentd retardation, developmenta
disabilities but not astheir primary problem
Multi-racial not tracked

There should be no duplication in reported cases
Population being reported does not include cases
injuvenile justice system

Record number is encrypted state child identified
Puerto Rican, Cuban, Mexican, other Higpanic
coded as 5-unable to determine on FC #08 and 1-

yeson FC #09
State disability data too unrdiable to use

State disability data too unrdiable to use
State disability data too unrdigble to use
State disability data too unrdiable to use
State disability datatoo unrdiable to use
State disability data too unrdigble to use
Child ever adopted data not collected

Age of child a prior adoption not collected
Physical abuse data not collected

Sexual abuse data not collected

Neglect data not collected

Alcohol abuse (parent) data not collected
Drug abuse (parent) data not collected
Alcohol abuse (child) data not collected
Drug abuse (child) data not collected

State disability data too unrdiable to use
Child's behavior problem data not collected
Degth of parent(s) data not collected
Incarceration of parent(s) data not collected
Caretaker's inability to cope data not collected
Abandonment data not collected
Rdinquishment data not collected

I nadequate housing data not collected

Homes are not licensed but are qualified based on
home study, crimina records and perpetrator
searches.

State Footnotes - 81



NDACAN Dataset #80

M assachusetts

M assachusetts

M assachusetts

M assachusetts

M assachusetts

M assachusetts

Massachusetts
Massachusetts
Massachusetts
Massachusetts
Michigan
Michigan
Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199609
199609
199603

199609

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

F41

F47

F48

F52

F54

F60

F61
F62
F63
F64
A00
AO01
FOO

FOO

FO5

F16

F17

F18

Relative foster homesinclude blood reatives and
'kinship' relationships - persons sgnificantly
attached to a child with same intensity as ablood
reldive

Separate data on mother's and father's termination
of parent d rights data not collected, we will use
our parent's rights terminated data for both mother
& father

Separate data on mother's and father's termination
of parent a rights data not collected, we will use
our parent's rights terminated data for both mother
& father

Race (1<t foster caretaker) - Puerto Rican, Cuban,
Mexican, other Higpanic coded as 5-unable to
determine on #52 and as 1-yes on #53

Race (2nd foster caretaker) - Puerto Rican, Cuban,
Mexican, other Higpanic coded as 5-unable to
determine on #54 and as 1-yes on #55

Titleiv-e adoption subsdy only clamed after
child's adopt ion islegdized

AFDC gatus of children not collected

Child support status of children not collected
Medicad digibility of children not collected

SSl or other federd benefit data not collected

LD generd footnote

LD footnote for element 1/fips code

Minnesotas deta for this 9603 transmission are
from the 2nd hdf of cdendar year 1995 (for foster
care only), rather than the AFCARS requested
reporting p
Minnesota's data for this 9609 transmission are
from the 14t haf of cdendar year 1996 (for foster
care only), rather than the AFCARS requested
reporting period.

Minnesota's current foster care data system does
not collect data on the date of the most recent
periodic review.

Minnesota's current foster care data system does
not collect data on whether achild was "ever
adopted.”

Minnesota's current foster care data system does
not collect data on the age a which achild was
"ever adopted."”

Minnesota's current foster care data system does
not collect data on the dete of the first removal.
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Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

F19

F22

F29

F30

F31

F32

Fa4

F45

F46

F49

F50

F51

F57

F60

F60

F61

F61

Minnesota's current foster care data system does
not collect data on the total number of removalsto
date.

Minnesotas current foster care data system is not
able to collect data on the remova transaction
date.

Minnesotas current foster care data system
collects data on child substance abuse without
gplitting it into drug and acohal.

All instances of substance abuse were mapped
into AFCARS acohol abuse since dcohol isby far
the most prevaent type of substance abuse noted.

Minnesotas current foster care data system
collects data on child substance abuse without
glitting it into drug and acohal.

All instances of substance abuse were mapped
into AFCARS acohol abuse since dcohol isby far
the most prevaent type of substance abuse noted.

Minnesotas current foster care data system cannot
report family structure in the AFCARS schema.

Minnesota's current foster care data system does
not collect data on caretakers dates of birth.

Minnesota's current foster care data system does
not collect data on caretakers dates of birth.

Minnesotas current foster care data system cannot
report family structure in the AFCARS schema

Minnesota's current foster care data system does
not collect data on foster parents years of birth.

Minnesotas current foster care data system does
not collect data on foster parents years of birth.

Minnesotas current foster care data system is not
able to collect data on the discharge transaction
date.

Minnesota's current foster care data system does
not collect data on federa financia support types
other then iv-e foster care.

In Minnesota, 1V-E adoption support isonly
received by children whose adoptions are
findized, so they are in the adoptions file, not
foster care.

Minnesota's current foster care data system does
not collect data on federa financia support types
other then iv-e foster care.

In Minnesota, no child who recelves 1V-E foster
or adoptive care would be smultaneoudy dligible
for IV-A.
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Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

Minnesota

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199609

199603,09

F62

F63

F63

F64

F65

A00

A00

A00

AQ00

A00

A00

A03

Minnesota's current foster care data system does
not collect data on federd financiad support types
other than IV-E foster care.

Minnesota's current foster care data system does
not collect data on federd financid support types
other than IV-E foster care.

In Minnesota, al children who receive any type of
IV-E are automdticdly digible for title X1X ma

Minnesotas current foster care data system does
not collect data on federa financia support types
other than IV-E foster care.

Minnesotas current foster care data system does
not collect data on federa financia support types
other than IV-E foster care.

The gate of New Mexico's adoption file has
duplicate adoptions that were finaized in previous
reporting periods. Thiserror was procedurd in
nature and procedures will be corrected before the
next reporting period.

The state of New Mexico's automated system
does not track private adoption subsidy payments.
The dataisin manud systems. Functiondity for
one-time private adoption subsidy payments will
be added September 1996, July 1997.

The state of New Mexico's automated system
does not track birth parent information for
adoption sarvices. This dataisonly in manua
sysems. The functiondity and data dementsto
track birth parent data will be added September
1996, July 1997.

The state of New Mexico implemented a
computer system in 1984 for tracking adoption and
fogter care clients. Higtorica detais avalable
beginning more than ten years ago for adoption
data e ements that map directly to AFCARS
definitions

217 adoptions are being reported and estimates
are tha there were lessfindized during the
reporting period ending 3/31/96.

The gate of new Mexico will beimplementing a
new tracking system cdled factsin July, 1997.

A unique encrypted number is assigned to each
child; this unigue number will follow the child as
long as he or sheisin foster care.
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New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09
199603,09
199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

A04

A05

AO07

A09

A10

All

A16

Al7

A18

A22

A23

A24

A25

A27

A29

The dtate automated system only trackstitle V-

B/IV-E agency adoptions. Private adoption datais
handled manualy. Procedureswould need to be
modified to collect and Store private adoption data
in the automated system.

The automated system requires child's date of
birth.

If Higpanic origin is yes, then race datais not
avallable. Dataelement for race will be added
September 1996, July 1997.

New Mexico specia needs data does not map
directly to AFCARS definitions. Data eement
will be added September 1996, July 1997.

New Mexico specia needs data does not map
directly to AFCARS definitions. Data eement
will be added September 1996, July 1997.

Datafor dinicd diagnosis of disability isnot
collected. Adoption data elements #11 - #15 will
be added September 1996, July 1997.

The functiondity and data elementsto track birth
parent datawill be added September 1996, July
1997.

The functiondity and data eementsto track birth
parent data will be added September 1996, Juy
1997.

The functiondity and data dementsto track birth
parent datawill be added September 1996, July
1997.

Family structure dataiis not collected. Data
element will be added September 1996, July 1997.

If adoptive mother date of birth is not known, an
estimated birth date is not entered.

If adoptive father date of birth is not known, an
estimated birth date is not entered.

If Hipanic origin is yes, then race datais not
collected. Data dement for 2nd ethnicity will be
added September 1996, July 1997.

If Hispanic origin is yes, then race datais not
collected. Dataelement for 2nd ethnicity will be
added September 1996, July 1997.

Stepparent adoption data are not collected or
gored in the state information system. These are
al done through private attorney's.
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New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199609

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

A33

A3

A35

FOO

FOO

FOO

FOO

FO4

FO5

FO5

FO6

FO8

The vaue for 'placed from will aways be equa
to 1 - child was placed from within the sate. If the
child was placed from another dtete, that Sateis
finalizing adoption proceedings and will have
reporting respongbility.

Datafor ‘child placed by' is not collected. Data
element will be added September 1996, July 1997.

Private adoptions receiving a one-time adoption
subsdy payment are not included. Functiondity
to collect these payments will be added September
1996, July 1997.

The gtate of New Mexico implemented a
computer system in 1984 for tracking adoption and
fogter care clients. Hidtoricd detais avalable
beginning more than ten years ago for adoption
data elements that map directly to AFCARS
definitions

A complex computer program was devel oped to
gpproximate the data corresponding with the foster
care episode definition. Data Structure issues and
data integrity exceptions are not yet fully resolved.

The state of New Mexico does not specificaly
collect datafor a‘foster care episode.’ datais
collected for service planning, with placement and
termination dates.

The gtate of New Mexico will be implementing a
new tracking system cdled factsin July, 1997.

A unique encrypted number is assigned to each
child; this unique number will follow the child as
long as he or sheisin foster care.

Proceduraly, socid workers submit paperwork at
the end of each month to the data entry operator.
Events continue to occur, such as acitizen review
board, or internal review. System updates do not
occur as events occur.

A datein thisfield does not certify the child's
computer record is current up to this date.
Procedurdly, it is not redigtic to certify the child's
computer record is current at the sametime a
'review dat€ is entered into the system.

The automated system requires child's date of
birth.

If Higpanic origin is yes, then race datais not
avallable. Datadement for 2nd ethnicity will be
added September 1996, July 1997.
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New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

F10

F16

F18

F19

F20

F21

F22

F26

F44

F45

F46

F49

F50

F51

F52

F54

Datafor clinica diagnosis of disahility is not
collected. Dataelements#10 - #15 will be added
September 1996, July 1997.

Previous adoption datais not collected. Data
elements #16 - #17 will be added September 1996,
July 1997.

Date of remova from homeis not collected. Date
of firgt placement is used.

Total number of removas from home are
estimated based on the current system data
Sructure. A complex program gpproximates the
number of foster care episodes, and then estimates
the total removasfrom home. Data conversion
issues remain

Discharge date is approximated from two data
elements that do not map directly. Depending on
circumstances, placement termination date or loss
of custody date is used.

Latest removd from home is gpproximated from
placement date, when beginning of foster care
episode is determined.

Removal transaction date is not collected. Data
element will be added September 1996, July 1997.

Condition associated with a child's remova from
homeis not collected. Data € ements #26 - #40
will be added September 1996, July 1997.

Caretaker family structure data not collected. Data
element will be added September 1996, July 1997.

If the caretaker date of birth is not known, an
estimated birth date is not entered.

If the caretaker date of birth is not known, an
estimated birth date is not entered.

Foster family structure dataiis not collected. Data
element will be added September 1996, July 1997.

If the caretaker date of birth is not known, an
esimated birth date is not entered.

If the caretaker date of birth is not known, an
estimated birth date is not entered.

If Hispanic origin is yes, then race datais not
available. Data dement for race will be added
September 1996, July 1997.

If Hispanic origin is yes, then race datais not
avalable. Dataedement for race will be
September 1996, July 1997.
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New Mexico

New Mexico

New Mexico

Ohio

Ohio

Ohio

Ohio

Ohio

Ohio

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603

199603

199603

199603

199603

199603

F56

F61

F62

A09

A16

A22

A29

FOO

FO6

Discharge date is approximated from two data
elements that do not map directly. Depending on
circumstances, placement termination date or loss
of custody date is used.

AFDC payment data not available in the computer
system. Data dement will be added September
1996, July 1997.

Child support data not available in the current
sysem. Aninterfaceis required to capture this
data from another system. Funding to develop this
interface not yet determined. Projected September
1996, July 1997.

Also gppliesto A10. The Counties are asked to
state whether there is specia needs, but are not
required to eaborate on the type of need. Also,
we do not consider Race or Ageto be specid
needs.

Also appliesto A17-A20. We do not know at this
time the ability to respond to questions on the
Biologicd parents. Plansto include Family data at
the State level are currently being formulated.
Also appliesto A23-A28. The County system
users are not required to enter the specific
demographic data for the Foster Care Family
members. Editswill soon be added to ensure
complete data, in a Micro software release to the
Counties.

Also appliesto A30-A32. These questionsarein
regard to the relationships between the Adoptive
Home and the Adopted Child. We have no such
data at thistime, but they will be added to the next
software to the Counties.

Although AFCARS s afunction of SACWIS, we
areforced by budgetary limitations to redesign
(reorient) our 1987 FACSIS system which was not
permitted to contain Family (Caretaker) data.
Thus, these dements will be under-reported for a
time

Date-of-Birth is currently unedited in the Micro-
FACSIS County base systems. A service request
has been released to require its entry, and to ensure
the vaues are reasonable. Failure of this edit will
then disdlow the Client regidration
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Ohio

Ohio

Ohio

Ohio

Ohio

Ohio

Ohio

Ohio

Ohio

199603

199603

199603

199603

199603

199603

199603

199603

199603

FO7

F10

F19

F22

F29

F44

F49

F57

F61

The sex code is currently unedited in the Micro-
FACSIS County base systems. A service request
has been released to require its entry, and to ensure
the vaues are reasonable. Failure of this edit will
then disdlow the Client regigration

Also related to F11-F15, there are currently no
edits to ensure the coordination of these eements,
dthough the dements themsdlves are individualy
available. Thiswill be corrected in planned
County releases of the Micro-FACSIS software.
Also related to F20-F21, there are currently no
edits to ensure the accuracy of the event dates.
Also, backdating/predeting facilitiesin the Micro-
based County systems dlow for consstency
erors. Plansfor F22 will aso correct these.

A State dataintegrity audit aso pointed out the
lack of an unmodifigble transaction date stamp.
The correction is under analysis at thistime, but it
represents a fundamental departure from the
current County system architecture.

Also appliesto F30-F33, F38-F40. These are
essentidly Caretaker Family oriented and
therefore not available for entry. They will be
included in the next software release to the
Counties, dong with the facilities for multiple
"reasons’.

Also appliesto F45-F48. These are the Family
oriented elements that are not currently available
in the current State-level database. A proposa to
obtain theseitems s currently undergoing review
in"policy" aress of the systems users.

Also appliesto F50-F55. Congistency errors
involving these items sem from the lack of
mandatory entries for data eements in the Foster
homes demographics database at the County Sites.
These edits will be ingtdled shortly.

See notes on F22 - transaction date sSlamping is
essentid for fiscal prudence, and there will be
Draconian modifications to the County and State
systems toward that end. We hopeto
smultaneoudy evolve into the SACWIS model.
Also appliesto F62-F64. The SACWIS mode
includes a communications link to other
gpplications for other Federdly funded services.
We have no such linkage but are preparing to have
the Counties declare these services explicitly.
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Oklahoma

Oklahoma

Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania
Rhode Idand
Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand
Rhode Idand
Rhode Idand
Rhode Idand

199603

199603

199609

199609

199609

199609

199609
199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09

FOO

F22

FO4

F21

F41

F57

F58

A00

A00

A07

A08

Al12

A1l6
Al7
Al8
A19

Children with placementsin triba foster care
homes and children within relive placements
were not included in thisdata. We have submitted
two questions concerning this and are awaiting
resolution.

A magjority of subject records are out of
compliance due to conversion of exigting data. As
this dement does not accuratdly reflect timeliness
for these records, we strongly fed they should not
be subject to this error.

Record number is encrypted state child identifier
number.

Counties have most of the transaction detes
exceeding the 60day limit because they have been
entering archiva data and/or converting systems.
Pennsylvania defines Group Home as a 24 hour
per day placement of a child in a nonsecure facility
which serves no more than 25 children.

Entering discharge dates in atimely fashion (i.e.
within 60days) is a new requirement for the
counties. Therefore, many of the dates exceed
thelimit.

3 desths: by accident (1), by natural causes (2).

RI does not maintain a connection between the
pre-adoptive record of a child and the new record
crested after the adoption isfindized.

RI Corrected methodology for determining if child
was adopted during the AFCARS period.

RI records Hispanic asaracia category and
reports thisin A08. Thus our totalsin racid groups
are missing these persons and may not be accurate
in Cross state comparisons.

RI records Hispanic as a selection under race. Our
numbers reflect only cases where race was
indicated as Higpanic.

RI includes speech impairments with visualy and
or hearing impaired as one group.

RI does not keep record of this information.

RI does not keep record of thisinformation.

RI does not keep record of thisinformation.

RI has this information in most cases exceptions
are where adoptive parentd rights may have dso
been terminated as this information would
overwrite origina dates of termination of rights.
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Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand
Rhode Idand
Rhode Idand
Rhode Idand
Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

A20

A25

A26

A27

A28

A29
A30
A3l
A32
A34

FO3

FO8

FO9

F12

F22

F24

F26

RI hasthisinformation in most cases exceptions
are where adoptive parentd rights may have dso
been terminated as this information would
overwrite origind dates of termination of rights.

RI records Hispanic asaracid category and
reports thisin A26. Thus our totalsin racid groups
are missing these persons and may not be accurate
iN Cross state comparisons.

RI records Higpanic as a selection under race. Our
numbers reflect only cases where race was
indicated as Hispanic.

RI records Hispanic as aracia category and
reports thisin A0O8. Thus our totalsin racid groups
are missing these persons and may not be accurate
iN Cross state comparisons.

RI records Higpanic as a salection under race. Our
numbers reflect only cases where race was
indicated as Hispanic.

RI does not collect this data

RI does not collect this data.

RI does not collect this data

RI does not collect this data

RI records only those adoptions placed by public
agency.

RI currently has one centrd office from where dl
placements are made this being Providence.

RI currently includes Hispanic asaracid group
we have placed them in the unable to determine
category.

RI does not collect thisinformation asasingle
dataelement but as an optionin race
identification. This number reflects cases were
race was selected as Hispanic.

RI includes speech impaired in this disability
group.

RI did not record transaction dates prior to 1992.
For these events prior to 1992 we are using event
dates.

RI can only record changes in address as
placement change, thus our events will currently
include changes in address while placed with the
same care taker.

RI collects data on abuse/neglect but does not
brake it down into type of abuse/neglect. Number
reflects cases where remova was associated with
abuse/neglect.
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Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idad

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand
Rhode Idand
Rhode Idand
Rhode Idand
Rhode Idand

199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603

199603,09
199603,09
199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09

F27

F28

F29

F30

F31

F32

F33

F34

F35

F36

F37

F37

F38

F39

F40

F41

F43

F44

F45
F46
F49
F50
F51

RI does not have this brake down of information
available see F26.

RI does not have this brake down of information
available see F26.

RI does not have this brake down of information
available see F26.

RI does not have this brake down of information
available see F26.

RI does not have this brake down of information
available see F26.

RI does not have this brake down of information
available see F26.

RI does not have this brake down of information
available see F26.

RI does not have this brake down of information
available see F26.

RI does not have this brake down of information
available see F26.

RI does not have this brake down of information
available see F26.

RI does not have this brake down of information
available see F26.

RI does not have this brake down of information
available see F26.

RI does not have this brake down of information
available see F26.

RI does not have this brake down of information
available see F26.

RI does not have this brake down of information
available see F26.

RI group homes may have lessthan 7 children.
R.I. has specidized Foster Homes which may or
may not be relative foster homes these are being
grouped in with relative foster homes as most are
aso this group.

RI does not assign a case plan goal for cases open
less than 6 months. RI dso does not dlow
adoption as a case plan god if parentd rights are
not dready terminated.

Rl isincluding as Single those that we categorizes
as separated.

RI does not collect this data.

RI does not collect this data.
RI does not collect this data.
RI does not collect this data.
RI does not collect this data.
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Rhode Idand
Rhode Idand
Rhode Idand
Rhode Idand
Rhode Idand

Rhode Idand

South Cardlina

South Carolina

South Cardlina
South Carolina

South Carolina

South Cardlina

South Carolina

South Caralina

South Carolina

South Caralina

South Caralina

South Cardlina

South Carolina

199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09
199603,09

199603,09

199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

199603,09

F52
F53
F54
F55
F57

F62

FOO

FOO

FO4
FO8

F19

F26

F27

F29

F30

F41

F41

F41

F43

RI does not collect this data.
RI does not collect this data.
RI does not collect this data.
RI does not collect this data.

RI did not record transaction dates prior to 1992.
For these events prior to 1992 we are using event
dates.

RI D.C.Y.F. does not record this information.
Funds are distributed by another Agency and
information can not be integrated in D.C.Y .F.
records.

Adoption datais maintained on a persond
computer system which is not currently linked to
the other systems.

Some foster care datais maintained on SX separate
systems. Datais currently being reported from two
separate systems. Five of these systems are
linked.

This data eement is encrypted.

The system can report on three options for race:
black, white, and other.

Child's disability: entry of detainto thisfidd in
current system does not require adiagnosis, but is
the casaworker's opinion.

The current system reports on physica abuse and
sexua abuse combined.

The current system reports on physica abuse and
sexud abuse combined.

The current system does not differentiate among
types of substance abuse.

The current system does not differentiate anong
types of substance abuse.

In some ingtances, the licensing data base does not
differentiate group home from indtitutiondl
placements.

Reative placements cannot be differentiated from
fogter family care in some instances.

Private providers of fogter family care are
consdered child placing agencies which are
designated as inditutions on the licendng data
base.

The current system posts the permanent plan as
determined by the caseworker; it may or may not
be the plan recommended at an adminigtrative
(foster care review board) or judicid review.
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South Caralina

Tennessee

Tennessee

Tennessee

Tennessee

Tennessee

Tennessee

Tennessee

Tennessee
Tennessee
Tennessee
Tennessee

Tennessee
Tennessee
Temessee
Tennessee
Tennessee
Tennessee
Wisconsin

199603,09

199603

199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09

199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09

199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603,09
199603

F58

A00

A16

Al7

FOO

FOO

FOO

FOO

F16
F17
F22
F25

F29
F30
F31
F32
F40
F57
FO3

The current system does not capture AFCARS
codes 5 (guardianship) and 6 (transfer to another
agency).

Dueto a program code problem, anew program
which captures adoption

One agency's computer system has data element,
but that agency does

One agency's computer system has data eement,
but that agency does

Cannot determine Hispanic culture with 100%
accuracy, dueto TN data

Tennessee is atempting to match data from (3)
computer systemsin (3

Tennessee uses the temporary method of
extraction for records. We have no

Record numbersin the data set are sequential.
Tenn. Uses adoption

This data dlement is currently not being captured
This data dement is currently not being captured
This data element is currently not being captured
Manner remova home - both computer systems
origind order can be

This data lement is currently not being captured
This dataelement is currently not being captured
This data dement is currently not being captured
This data dement is currently not being captured
This dataelement is currently not being captured
This data dement is currently not being captured
In addition to reporting by county, Wisconsn
reports cases by tribe. So far we have been unable
to determine whether or not FIPS codes have been
assigned for them.mm559603f16 dthough
Wisconsin does track adoption placements of
children
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APPENDIX D: AFCARSHNAL RULE

The complete text of the AFCARS Find Rule asit appeared in the Federd Register, 58 (244),
67912-67938.
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Wednesday
December 22, 1993

. Part it

Department of
Health and Human
Services

Administration for Children and Families

45 CFR Parts 1355, et al.

Data Collection for Foster Care and
Adoption; Statewide Automated Child
Welfare Information Systems; Final Rule

- and Interimy Final Rule



67912 Federal Register / Vol. 58, No. 244 / Wednesday, December 22, 1993 / Rules and Regulations

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Administration for Children and
Families

45 CFR Parts. 1355, 1356 and 1357
RIN 0870-AB&OS

Title IV-8 and Title iV-E of the Soclal
Security Act: Data Collection for Foster
Care and Adoption

AGENGY: Administration for Children
and Families, Department of Health and
Human Services.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The Department is issuing
this final rule to implement the
requirements of section 479 of the
Secial Security Act. This section
reguives the Secretary to pubdish
reguiations that impiement a system for
the collection of adoption and foster
care data in the United States. All States
that administer State plans under title
IV-B and title IV-E of the Social
Security Act are subject to this Eina!
rile.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Thisrule iseffemue

January 21, 1994.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

By Mail: Children’s Bureau,
Administration en Children, Youth
and Families, PO Box 1182,
Washington, DC 20013, Attention:
Daniel H. Lewis.

By Telephone; Daniel . Lewis, {202)
205-8618, or Michael Ambross, {202}
205-8740.

SUPPLEMENTARY BFORMATION:
1. General

This rule, generally known as the
Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and
Reporting Systern {AFCARS) is desigued
to collect uniform, reliable information
on children who sre under the
responsibility of the State title IV-B/IV~
E agency for placement and care. The
collection of sdoption and foster care
data is mandated by section 475 of the
Social Security Act. In order to
adequately mest the intent of the law
and the requirements of this regulation,
the States’ data collection systems for
AFCARS must be computerized.

The Department of Health and Human
Services (DHHS) will use this
information to respond to Congressional
reguests for current data on children in
foster care or who have been adopted,
and to respond to guestions and
requests from other Departments and
agencies, including the General
Accounting Office, the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB), the

DEHILS Office of luspectur General,
national advocacy organizations, States
and other interested organizations. The
Department wili aggregate the data both
by State and nationally end will issue
summaries twice a year to each of the
States and to any other group or
r%z_aénzatwn on reguest.

e purpose for the establishment of
the AF’CARS is twofold: To address
policy development and p
management issues at both the. State and
Pederal levels, The data wilkenable the
Federal Government to moresfiectively
direct and manage the national foster
care and adoption assistence programs..
The data will respond to the seeds of
the Congress, the Department and OMB.
for national data end information upon
which to propose, develop, changs and
implement policy. Specifically, the
Bepartrment will use these data for:

+ Short and long-term budget
projections;
« Trend analyses and short andleng-
tal:m lanning:
eting areas for greatsr or

pe!ﬂntl technical assistanes siforts, for

* discretionary service grants, for esearch

and evaluation, and for regulatory

e}mnga and ;
+ Background and justification for

policy l:hmges and legislative ;

Yo
L 'I’Ee data wili enable pelmymakers to’
a3sess the reasons why children are in
foster care and develop remediesto
prevent it. The data will provide
information about foster care -
placements, adoptive parents, fength of
time in care, delays in termination of
parental rights and placement for
, and identify geographic areas

with spemar probiems.

The data will also be useful for
gesearch, the ultimate purpose of which

' is ta gain a better understanding of the

foster care program and the cavses.and
other factors contributing lo s
expansion and other changes; and..
eventually, to make suggestions and
proposals for change to improve the
chiid welfare system,

IL. Program Description

Titie IV-B of the Social Security Act
fthe Act), Child Welfare Services, is a
formula grant program. Each State
receives a basic grant representing its
share of $141 miilion and is eligible for
a share of incentive funds beyond the
basic grant il it provides certain
protection, as required by section 427 of
the Act, for children in fostercare. The
basic grant and the incentive funds
provide States with Federal snppart for
a wide variety of State child weifare
services including preplacement
preventive services to strengthen

families and avoid placement of
children, services to prevent abuse and

' meglect, and to provide foster care and

adoption services, The basic grant and
inventive funds can he used t¢ provide
services regardless of the income of the
families and children whe are in need
of such services.

Title IV-E of the Act is an entitlement
program which authorizes Federal
financial participation (FFP} in the costs
of State foster care maintenance and
adoption assistance payments. Federal
matching of State foster care
mainienance payments is available for
children in foster care who meet cerlain
eligibility criteria that ave baved, 1o part,
on the child's eligibility under the Aid
te Families With Dependent Children
{AFDC) program. The adoption
assistance progran under title IV-E is
daslgned to assist Stales is placing

“special needs” children with adoptive

* families through the provision of an

adoption assistance payment. In order to
be eligible for this program, a child must

- be eligible for AFDC, title IV-E foster

tare or Supplémental Security Income
for the Blind and Disabled {SSf} and

~ ‘must meet the statutory definition of “a

child with special needs™ according lo
section 473{c} of the Adl.

Under section 473(c), the State title
IV~E agency makes a determination as
to whether or nat a child has special
needs, according to the following
factors: (1) The child cannot or should
not be returned 1o the home of the
parents; {2} there exists a specific factor
or condition {such as the child’s age,
ethnic background, emotional, physical
ur mental disability, or membership in
a minority or sibling group) because of
which it is reasonable to conclude that

‘the child cannot be placed for adoption

without providing adoption assistance;
and, {3) except where it wouald be
agains! the best interests of the child, a
reasonable, but unsuccessful, effort hes
been made to place the child without
adoption assistance.

There are several Federal programs
which fund foster care and adeption
assistance payments and services. For
FY 1993, $2.574 billion has been
sppropriated for title IV-E foster care
and $279.8 million for title TV-§
sdoption assistance, Federal funds
appropriated for child welfare services
under title IV-B for the basic grant and
incentive awards amount to $294.624
million in FY 1993, Another major
funding source to States for sucial
services is the Social Services Block
Grant {title XX of the Act], totaling $28
billion in FY 1993, While no specific
fipures are available on the amounts
atlocated by the States to adoption and
foster care services under title XX, in FY
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1481, 34 States used some of these
funds for adoption services and 30
States provided foster cam services with
thesg funds. -

Although title IV.E of the Act is the
major singhs source of Federal support
for foster care and adoption assistance
payments, over half the funds for -
adaption and foster care services come
- from State and local governments and

the private sactor. '

According 1o Siate agency information
gathered by the American Public
Waelfare Association (APWA) under the
Voluntary Cooperative Information
System {VCIS), thers wars

-approximately 442,000 childres in
fostercars on the last day of 1992,

In 1989, the most recent year for
which complete data have been
analyzed, approximately 382,660
children wera in foster care. (f these
children, approximately 54,760 had
plan for adoption. and approximately
30,580 had parentsl rights terminated or
relinguished and were waiting for
adoptive homes.

1L Past and Carrent Data Collection
Efforts : : '

From the late 1940's through the early
1970's the Children’s Bureau (and lator,
the former Secial and Rehabilitation
Services) collected date on foster care
gnd adoption from the Statesonan
annual and volumtary basis. When those
. voluntary efforts were terminated,

national data on foster care and .
adoption were not available. However,
the need for reliable and consistent data
has always been a critical concemn,
especially for planning services and
daveloping Kglicy. _

In 1978, the Child Abuse Prevention
and Treatment and Adoption Reform
Act {Pub. L. 95266} was enacted. It
required the Secretary to provide {either
directly or by grant or contract} foe the

- establishment and operation of a |
national adoption and foster care data
gathering and analysis system {42 U.S.C, -
$113}. Before 1978, there had never

. been a legislatively mandated national

data collection system for foster care

and adoption with standarde ang

methodoiogy set by Federal law and
utation.

0 1980, landmark legislation
reforming the foster care system and
initiating Federal financial participation
in adoption sssistance payments was
passed. This Act is known as the,
Adoption Assisiance and Child Welfare
Act of 1980 {Pub. L. 96272}, 42 1.5,
670. It containg bwo sections which
address the subject of dats collection,
Section 476 of title IV-E of the Act
skates that, "Each State shall submit
statistical reports as the Secretary may

require with respect to children for
whom payments are made under this
part contal ]
ta such children inchuding Jegal status,
demographic characteristics, location,
and length of any stay in foster care,” In
addition, States which apply for '
sdditional incenitve funds under
section 427 of title IV-B must have
implemented and be operating s
statowide infermeation system that can
readily identify the status, demographic
characteristics, location and goals for

placement of overy child in foster care

within the preceding 12 months. This
requirement applies to all children in
foster-care under the responsibility of
the State title IV--B/IV-E agency, not

- just those children eligible for tithe IV~ -

E payments,

As Indicated in the bearings prior 1o
tha passage of Pub. L, 96272 {see
Congrassional Record for July 26, 1977,
and October 25 and 29, 1979}, the
impetus behind the passage of the
Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare
Act was the belfef that the public child
welfare systemn had becums a receiving
and holding system for children in

foster care. The Nationa} Study of Social
Services to Children and Their Families,

conducted in 1977, documented that
thensands of children remained in
foster care with little hope of being
reunited with their parents or placed
with adoptive families. ‘The prospect of

- adoption was particularly bleak if the .

chiid was a member of en ethoic or
racial minority growp, an older child, &
member of 4 sibling group, or mentally
or}gilys’icali y disabied. '

- Repeatedly in hearings end in
testimony before the Conjgress, child -
advocates and practitionars expressed
concern thet the public child weifare
systems in many of the States did not
know how many children were actually.
in Toster cave; how long they had been
in ¢are; where they resided; their race,
aga, sex and special needs; or the plan
for sach child. They indicated that,
although this was a problem at the State
and local levels, national attention and
incentives wers nesded to focus .

stiention on this lack of Information and

provided ways to encourage States and
localitios to develop this information. i
the goal of permanency for each child
was to be encoureged snd achieved,

national attention needed to be called o
the importance of knowing the locations

and characteristics of children in foster
care so that those who could not return
home might find families through
adoption,

Iz 1982, in response to the legislative
requirements in Public Law 45--266 and
Public Low 96272, the Department,

- through a grant to the American Public

information with respect

Welfere Association (APWA),
implemented the Veluntary rative
Information System {VCIS) which -
collacts g ate information snnuell
sbout children in foster care and special
neads adoption from State child welfare
agencies, oww

Fhis voluntery systom has been
characterized by variation from State to
State in reporting periods, the lack of
commu deflmitions for data elements

-and services, snd inconsistent

methodologies in reporting. In addition,
the aggrepate nature of the data limits

the analyses that can be performed and

limits its usefulness for purposes of

. - planning or policy development ;t
- ¢ither the Federal or State levels.

1V. Legislation Establishing New Data
Coflection Kequirenents i
Section 9943 of the Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act {OBRA) of 1986
{Pub. L. 99-509} amended title IV-E of
the Social Security Act by adding
section 479. This section sets forth
directives for establishing and.
implementing sn adoption snd foster
care data coliection system: The low

5t
53) The establishment of an.
Committee o the |
composition and tasks of which are
mandated by the Acl. The tasks include
a Report {0 the Sectetaty and to the
Congress on the results of & study on the

c_Evis‘;m'y
e

- developmont of g dota collaction

system;

{2) The submission to the Congress,
by the Secretary, of a subsequent repart
that, based on the Advisory Committee’s
Report, recommends a method of -
establishing, administering and
financing a system for data collection an

Aoster care and adoption in the United

States; and

. {3) The promulgation of regulations.
that set forth the requirements
governing this data collection system.

- Although prior legisletion suthorized

' data collection efforts, the 1986 OBRA

amendments clesrly reflacted
Congressionai intorest in establishing,
administering and financing a system
for the collection of data with respect te
adoption and foster cave.

The Advisory Committee on Adoption
and Foster Care Information was
established by the Secretary and
inciuded representation from private,
popprofit orgenizations, orpanizations
representing State and local _
governmental agencies, Foderal agencies

- and other major groups interested in

adeption and foster care, as required by
the statute. The Advisory Comnmities
was {0

» ldentify the types of data necessary

to assess on a continuing basis the
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incidence, charaeteristics, and status of
- adoption and foster care in the United

- States; ' .

* Develop appropriate national
policies with respect to adoption and -
foster care data collection;

» Evaluate the feasibility and
appropriateness of collecting data with
respedt 1o privately arranged adoptions
and adoptions arranged through private
agencies without assistance from public
child welfare agencies; :

* Assess the validity of various
methods of cotlecting data with respect
to adoption and foster care; and

+ Evaluate the financial and
administrative impact of implementing
each method. : )

The Advisory Committes concluded
its work and submitted it5 study -
findings and recommendations to the
Secretary by the legislative deadline of |
October 1, 1987, Highlights of the report
sre summarized below:

+ Despite some progress over the past’

decade, thers remains a serious shortfatl

in the availability of adoption and foster

care information, particwlarly for policy
putposes. g

+ The VCIS, initiated by the Fedora)
povernment in 1982 in concert with the
APWA, is the major vehicle for '
collecting child welfsre and adoption
data through the veluntary participation
of the States. However, not all States
have provided reports over the years,
reporting periods differ, common
definitions and fnethodologies are
lacking, and the nature of aggregate data
timits the anslysas that can be carried”
oul,

» The VCIS should be phased out
gradually soastoavold agap inthe
availability of data, and a mandatory
data collection system should be created
with separate components for adoption
and foster vare.

» Adoption date should be collected
on gl legalized adoptions, including
relative and non-relative adoptions and
adoptions under both public and private
auspices, as well as privately arranged
adoptions.

« Foster care data should be vollected
on all children under the care and
respensibility of the State child welfare
agency. The foster care dats system
should also include children placed
privately in lcensed private agencies.

» Foster care information should
include demographic information on the
child fsex, birth data, race, sthnicity,
pravious stays in foster care, service
goals, availability for adoption, duration
of eare, Funding sources, and what
nappens to the chiid sfter the period of
foster care is concluded}. Data on sach
child should also include relevant

demographic information about that
child’s biological and foster parents.

+ Similar information should be
collected for all adoptions at the time
the adoption is Jegalized.

» Special provision needs to be made
for Indian children who are affected by
requirements in the Indian Child
Welfare Act of 1978, 25 U.5.C. 1901,
especially section 1951 mandating
submission of sdoption datas to the
Bureas of Indian Affairs (BIA) of the

-Department of the Interior, Indian

children served by a Tribe would be
reported to the BIA which would, in
turs, report to ACYF.

¢ Individual child case dats should
be the basis of the data collaction. The
data must be kept confidential as the
purpose of the data collection system is
the eonduct of program and policy
analyses and pot the tracking of

individual children at the national level.

» Individual child and family
identifiers should be eliminated in the
data provided for Federal reporting
purposes to preserve confidentiality..

» Nationwide data should be a subset
of the same data used by State and local
agencies in managing adoption and
foster cate programs on a day-to-day

basia, :

¢ Logistation should be enacted fo -
require the Governor of each State to
designats 2 lead institution to compile

andd fransmit to ACYF statewide data on

adoptions. _

» Fosier care and adoption data
should be maintained in computer files
at the State level and the data .

transmitted electronically to ACYFona

quarterly basis.
* The ACYF should penerate reports

* onan annual basis to ceincide with the

Federal fiscal vear. Summary reposis
should also ha produced each querter so
dats would be available for use by all
States that would coincide with each
State’s annual fiscel period.

» There should be appropriste

penaltes for noncomplianes and

incentives to encourape timely
compliance.

» Incentives should include, ata
minimum, new Federal funding for 100
percent of add-on developmental
expenses incurred by States in the
transition {0 the new dala collection
system, plus Federal participation at 50
percent for ongoing operational costs,

+ The ACYY should also provide
training and technical assistance
support to the States in establishing the
data collection system, commencing in
F¥ 1989. An ongoing work group
should be established by ACYF so that
there is consuliation with appropriate
State officials as well as representatives
from sppropriate groups on the

planning and design of the new data
collection system.

» The ACYF should be sncouraged to
conduct & variety of special studies to
complement the information compiled
under tha data collection system. Data
from the system would contribute to the

" gonduct of many of those studies,

The Secretary, as required by section
479(b}1} of the Act, reviewed the
Advisory Committes's repart and
submitted to the Congress a repart with
recommendations for a new system, The
Secretary’s report proposed & method of
establishing, administering, and
financing a system for the collection of -
data relating to adoption and foster care
in the United 5tates; evaluated the
feasibility and appropriateness of
collecting data with respect to privately
arranged foster care plecements and
adoptions arranged through glc"ivate
agencies without assistance from public
child welfare agencies; and evaluated
the impact of the system on the agencies
with responsibitity for implementing it.

Section 479 directs the Secretary to
promulgate reguletions that provide for
full implementation of a data collection
system for adoption and foster care no
later than October 1, 1891,

According to section 479, this data

collection system shall:

(1} Avoid unnecessary diversion of
resources from agencies responsible for
adoption and foster care;.

{2) Assure that any data that are
collected are relinble and consistent

- over time znd among jurisdictions

through the use of uniform definitions
end methodelogies;

{3} Provide comprehensive national
information with respect to—

» Demographic characteristics of
adoptive and foster children and their
biclogical and adeptive or foster

parents; i

» The status of the foster care

' population (including the number of

children in Foster care, length of
placement, type of placement,
availability for sdéption, and goals fer
ending or continuing foster care};

» The number and characteristics of
childeen placed in or removed from
foster care, and children adopted or
with respect to whom adoptions have
been dissoived; and

+ The extent and nature of assistance
provided by Federal, State and local
adoption and foster care programs and
the characteristics of the ¢hildren with
respect to whom such assistance is
provided: and

(4} Utilize appropriate reguirements
and incentives to insure that the system
functions reliably throughout the Unjted
States. : :
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V. Alternative Mothodologies
Conzidered

1n deciding how to.best implement .
the requirements of the legislation, the
Department did 2 cost benefit analysis
in which five alternatives were
considerad refative o AFCARS data
collection. The Deparbment’s assessment
of dats collection sRermatives was
guided by the following principles with
regard to data wiility. It must:

= Produce nations] information on
adoption and foster cara.

» Pormit meaningful State-specific
analyses.

+ Parmit meanmg&tl comparisons
among States.

+ Allow for detailed analyses which
address critical child welfare policy

- imsues,
¢ Not undaly burden the Federal
" gaverianent or the Siates.
Tha five ahermatives-considered were;
1. A continuation of the Voluntary
. Cooperativa Information System Sarvay
EVCIS) im its present form,
" 2. A quality control- methodology.
* which would require each State o
f;;bmit mcm:h!y saruples of AFUARS
ata
" 3. A semi-snnual census of AFCARS
data as specified in this finsl rle.

4. A quarterly census of AFCARS data

- a5 originaily set forth in the NPRM ;
dated September 27, 1990. N

5. A semi-annuel sample of AFCARS

date.
" Fachof these alternatives, where
applicable, was evaluated on the basis
af burden. lxmeiineas, completeness,
* longitudinal analysis and complexity. -
: Burdau daals w:lg the amount of
- resources expended by the States to
saticfy the AFCARS data requirsments.
Timoliness pertaing to the timely receipt
of clean data and the timeframe for -~
‘ publication. Cemplatensss addresses the
total number of States participating and

* - the number of data elements completed.

Longitndinal anaiysis recognizes
whether ar not the data is coliected on
a case by case basis which allows for
tracking of case changes over time,
Complexity of the data addresses
whether or siot nétional data analysis.
requires a weighting methadology with
its attendant limitstions, These factors
were applied to sach alternative and
storsd according ta a set formula,

The result of this analysis indicated
that at this time, given Congress’
intention with respect to AFCARS, and
the noted prohlems with VCIS and
sampling, the semi-annual censug
appears to be the most vishle énd, in the
long run, the most cost effective :
alternative. Many States have, to some
degres, existing information systems

Pepartment §

and AFCARS will serve asa caiaiyst for
States 1o develop o more ccmplﬁiﬂ
information system or to improve an
existing one. Although the semi-annual -
census for AFCARS data is mors cosily
than that of VCIS or any sampling -
methodology, the resultant mfurmatmn
systems and broader base of data it
provides, would sliow and encourage
States tp mansgo ProgIams Morg

effectively due to more efficient _
retrieval of available information within
the agency. In addition, improved .
information flow and availability will
allow for more informed policy
development and, in the long run, more
efficiently run progiams resulting in
cost savings to the States and Federal
government.

VE Summary of Ma;or Changes in !he

Fma! Rule

Section 476 of the Social Security Act
(the Act), 42 U.5.C. 679, directsthe.
Secretary to promulgate regulations for .
the implementiation of a system to
collect data relating to-adoption and
foster care in the United States. .

“On September 27, 19080, the . .
biished s Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking {NFRM} (55 FR
39540} that proposed that State a&emﬁs

" administering or supervising the

administration of titles IV-H and IV-E
of the Act implement data colfection
systems and report quarterly on data
elements set forth in the proposed rule.’
The NPRM proposed that States report -

- data on al] children for whom the State

agency was responsible who were in
foster care or had been adopted,

The proposed nile wasbased :
principally om the Secretary’s Teport and”
his mcommendations to the Congress.
The Secretary’s repert indicated that
reperting frequency would be at least
anpually, an
each guarter. The NPRM proposed
quarterly seperting. All aiher aspects of
the Secmtary‘s.pmpdseé. systern were
:ncluded in the NPRM, -

roposed data elements and
ma!h alogy for data collection were

- described in Appendices to the

proposed rule. Those Appendices
defined the data elements and preposed

the specifications for submission format,

record layouts and quality standards for
data, including logic adits to assess the
intemal consistency of the data.

Thae NPFRM mclaged provisions
pertaining to Stata compliance and
penaities for noncomplianice. Finally,
the NPRM addressed costs for the

establishmant and maintenance of the

dats colloction systess and rules
governing State claims for partial
reimbursement through sdministrative
cost matching under title IV-E,

ngmors frequently than " g

Ninety-sight letiers were received in
response to the NPRM, including 1600
specific comments, These included
-gomments from agencies i 49 Siates
and the District of Columbia, a3 well as
comments from national assaciations
and individuals. All comments were
roviewed and anal -and form the
basis of the changes in this final rule.

Eighty-one commenters expressed

- general agreement with the need for an

adoption and foster care data reporting

-system. Disagreements tended to focus

on particular requirements set forth in
the NPRM. The issues thet elicited the
most frequent expressions of cencern
wera the potentisl time and cost. '
burdens on the States resulting from the
time required to collect and process the
data and the possible diversion of-
resources from services te children; the

. need for greater Pederal support in the

ensts of the information. system;
ohjections to definitions of particular
data slements and the overall scope of
the data requested; and disagreement

~with the penalty structure. Many States
.argued that the implementation

deadline. was unrealistic. Severaf
commenters questioned the need for
quarterly reporting. Other concerns
incinded:

- {1 Theneed for lechmcai asslsl.ance

su

Fﬁe&m about data mlysa.s,

(3] The need to clarify the uum;ng
data criteria; and

{4} Questions sbout who mpor:s on
Indiz ian children.

6 sommerits have been carefully

considared By the Department in

" . feaching the decisions reflected in this.

final rule. The following is & discussion

" -of the changes mada in the final ruls as
© aresult of thess commenta, |

Several major changes have been
incorporated in the final rule. Firgt, the
NPEM reflected the legal mandate to
begin full implementation ag of October
1. 1691, However, the Department sent

- an mnformation Memorandum fo the

States indicating that the final rule

. would specify the date of actusl

impiementation. These rules specify
that the first-reporting period will begin
October 1, 1994 and snd March 31,
1995, The first transmission must be
received in the Administration for
Children and Families (ACF} no later
than May 15, 1995, The six reporting
periods beginning October 1, 1904 and
ending September 34, 1997 wili ba
penalty-froe. The next yesr {covering the
reparting periods October 1, 1997~
March 41, 1998 and April 1, 1995
S&plember 38, 1868} will be at half

alty and the following year,
mammg with the transmission fled
for the period beginning October 1,
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1998, will baat full penalty. Second, the
NPRM would have required quanterly
reporiing. Besed upen comments from
the States, these rules specify that the
reporting Fequency will be semi-
annual. The semi-annval reperting
periods will be as of the end of March
and September for each year. The States
will be required fo submit reports
within 45 calendar days after the end of
the semi-annuzal periods. The data must
be extracted from the State system as of
the last day of each reporting period.

‘Third, the NPRM's propo
approack to dealing with missing data,
and the relationship between missing
data and penalties, has been
significantly changed. The aliowable
arnount of missing data for any dala
element prior to the imposition of
penalties has been raised from five
percent, as proposed in the NPRM, 1o
ten percent. Certain other modifications
have been made in tesponse to the
comments. These include adding *'not
yet determined” and “'cannet be
determined”” to several data categories.
Only a limited set of core data slements
will be reguired for children who have
been in fester care less than 30 days._
Core data elements include general
information about the jurisdiction, the
child’s demographic information {date
of birth, sex and race/sthnicity}, the date
of latest removal from the home, the
current placement setting, and the date
of discharie from substitute care. For
children who enter foster care prior to
October 1, 1995 and who are still in the
system, only core data elements will be
required; however, States will alse be
required to r?or: on the most recent
case plan goals affecting these children.
Complete adoption data must ba
reported only for children adopted after
the implementation date of October 1,
1994, In accordance with instructions to
be issued at a later date, we will require
the subinission of a ate information,
broken eut by age of child, on children
adopted prior to October 1. 1994, who
are continuing to receive title IV-E
subsidies. :

Fourth, in order to insure timeliness
of the data, the Department will require
that data be entered into the State’s data
system within 86 days of any placement
or exit event affecting & child subject lo
the AFCARS reporting. For sach child,
we will require 2 computer generated
transaction date to accompany the date
of latest removal from the home and the .
date of discharge from foster care. The
transaction date will indicate the actual
calendar date when the date of removal
and the discherge date are recorded in
the State’s system. Ninety percent of the
subject transactions must have been
entared into the data syster within 86

days of the event {removal from home
or discharge from foster carel.

Fifih, fot eny child in the foster care
system more than seven months, the
State must indicate the date of the last
periodic review. When this is done, it
alse means that the computer record has
been checked and that the data on the
child have been reviewed and are
current, at least ag of that date,

Sixth, medifications were made in the
penalty provisions in response to
objections from a majority of those
commenting. No penalty will be
assessed on a State until the State has
had an epportunity for a hearing in
accordance with the requirements at 45
LFR 201.8. When such a penalty hag
been assessed in accordance with
§ 1355.40, one regularly seheduled
accepiable data transmission wili be
considered sufficient to assure the
Secrataty that thers will no longer be
any such failure to comply. The
Department believes that the penelty
provisions are the only ones available
under current legislation. The net effect

. of several of the provisions willba te

case the burden of the penalties upon

- the States.

Seventh, administrative funding
under either title IV-B, or title IV-E for
systerss design, development and
implemnentation must comply with the
requirernents of 45 CFR part 95, subparni
F, *Automatic Data Processing
Equipment and Services—Conditions
for Federal Financial Participation

{FFP)”. Specifically, 45 CFR 95.601

identifies the conditions under which
the Department will approve Federal
financial participstion {FFPL. Cost
allocation may be required under some
circumstances, Cost allocation under -
subpart F is addressed in 45 CFR
95.631, which requires the -
identification of costs associated with
the develepment and operation of ADP
acquisitions. :

4 requested by the commenters, the
Department will provide technical
assistance to those States desiring it on
the planning. development and
impiementation of the required system.
The intent is Lo provide technical
assistance through a technical assistance
contract and by working with the States
to define how the foster core and
adoption raponini system fits into the
broader framework of support service
automation. In order to provide services
ta children, many States are now in the
process of planning for, or developing a
comprehensive automated support
gervices system which focuces on case
management. Other States plan to
enhance an existing manegement
information system to meet the
reporting requirements of this rule.

. Further, to effectively meet the

statpwide information system
tequirements of section 427 of title V-
B, States need better automation for
monitoring and tracking, As States

-automate to meet the data reporting

requirements of this rule, the
Department encourages comprehensive
service delivery and case management
automation, rather than a simplistic data
cellection and reporting system which
serves anly v meet Federal reporting

 requirements. A state-of-the-art system

would go beyond the delivery of
management reports by providing the
States with a vehicle to increase their
efficiency and productivity.

The Department further encourages
the States to focus on the Jevel of
autemation required as an opportunit
ks develop automated capability whic
provides R consolidation and
integration of ¢hildren's services, Por
example, a State should antornate every
step of the process including refercal,
eligibility determination, assessment
and analysis, placernent and reporting,
Proper application of automated '
technology can provide the State,
regardiess of organizational structuré or
funding program, with a system which
provides for » single point of entry to

* determine eligibility regardiess of -

whether the child is in titie IV-E care
or under protective services, The
Department will provide gaidance in
the develepment of these '
comprehensive systems.

The designation and contents of the
appendices included in the NPRM have
been changed in this final ruls.
Appendix A describes and defines the
Foster Care Data Elements and appendix
B describes and defines the Adoption

. Data Elements. Appendices C and D of

the NPRM have been dropped for
reasons which are explained below and
appandices E, F and G of the NPRM
have been amended and redesigrated C,
B and E in this finel rule. A new
appendix F has been added {see

& 1355 40¢} discussion below].

Certain changes have been made in
the data elements in appendices A and
. For example, the following foster care
data items have been dropped: Race/
ethnicity of parents and school status.
Categories related to the circumstances
of removal from the home have been
revised. Revisions were made regarding
the galegorization of types of
disabilities. A data element on out of
state placements has been added. For
adoption, the child’s day of birth has
been dropped but the menth and year
will be reported; for foster care, the full
date of birth will be reported.

indian children covered under section
427 protectiens must be reported by the
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State on the same basis as any other
children. .

. We also are planning to add a
financial data element to the appendices
which would indicate the monthly
amount of State and Federal foster care
benefit, _ - .

We anticipate that many States will he
in a position to include such data in
their semiannual reporting if they
decide to apply for enhenced finding
which is now available for sutomated
data systems. Further in this preamble, -
the discusston of § 1356,60 will provide
mere information on the enhanced
funding statute and regulation.

We welcome and urge you to provide -

comments on this matter 50 we can take
your gongerns:into consideration prior
to making such a change. :

In the interest of giving States
flexibility in implementing AFCARS,
wa are sllowing States the option of
subinitting data based on sampling for
the first and sccond years. Thisis
discusssd later in this preambie.

-Finally, in October 1996, the
Secretary will raview these reguiations
and the States™ implementation of them
to determine whether any changes are
necessary. . L
VIL Section by Section Discussion of
Comments and the Department’s -

Part 1355-General
Section 1355.20. Definitions

Comment: Ope commenter requested
clarification of “provision of sarvices”
under the definition of adoption.

Response: The Department made no
changes in the definitions. The .
definition of “adoption” in §1355.20
does not mention: provision of services.

Section 1355.30. Other applicable
regulations '

This section addresses the
withholding/reduction of FFP, the
evidence relevant at hearings under 45
CFR 201.5 related to the standards set
forth in § 1355.40 and whether there
were circumstances beyond the control
of the State or political subdivisions that
should be considered by the Secretary,

Comment: Two commsents werg
recoived from State sgencies disagresing
with the evidentiary restrictionis in
§1355.30{e) because they either
appesred to prechude raising other
impaortant issues or were unclearasto -
whaether the adequacy of data submitted
conid also be discussed.

Response: The rule does preclude

factors other than those specified from. -

being raised in the hearing. The intent
of this section is ta Hinit the hearing te
Hems immediately relevant to the itens

“set forth in § 1355.40 and to determine

whether circumstances bevond the
control of the State impeded the
aceurate or timely submission of the
required data. Therefore, no changes
were made.

1355.40. Foster eare and odoption data
collection <

Paragraph {a){1}. Implementation of
the adoption and foster care data
tollsction system by October 1, 1991,

Comment: A total of 58 comments
were received, including responses from
47 State agencies and four national
organizations. Forty-nine commenters
disagreed with the October 1, 1991
deadiineg, States pointed out that they

- must redesign their data systems, and

could not compiete such systems
development by the deadline, Sugpested
start-up dates ranged from 1992 1o 1895

" depending on funding, technical

assistance, and the availability of stalf,
Other suggestions addressed the '
provisions for mandatory adeption
reporting; suggested a period of pilot
testing; recommended delaying the
impasition of penalties until three years
after the reguiations were issued; and

" proposed lengthening the scheduls for
" submitting and analyzing data.

. Response: The Department concurs
with the arguments advanced by the
States that they dould not meet the
schedule originally propesed for full
implementation. We believé these same

considerations call for g phased
" hmposition of penalties. The final rule

refiects these conclusions. The . -

Department has detormined thet the first

reporting period will bagin October 1,
1994 and will end Mareh 31, 1995, The

* first trangmission must be received in
‘ACF 1o later than May 15, 1995. Reports

covering the period October 1, 1994
through September 30, 1897 will be
penalty-fres. Reports for the next year
will be subject to half penalty and those
for the following yesr, beginning with

" the transmission filed for the period

beginning October 1, 1998, will be
subject to full penalty. -

Paragraph (a}{2)-[4). AFCARS
includes all children under the
autherity of the IV-B/IV-E agency.

Comrnent: TWo comments were
received disagreeing with the proposed
regulation. One commenter suggested
including all foster care, adeption,
sbused, and neglected children in the
same data collection requirement since
they are essentially one population. The
other commenter suggested including
ali private and independent adoption
totals fo give a true picturs of adoption .
activity in the United States,

One commenter expressed concern
about how to gather information on

- voluntary basis. Such ¥

ongoing cases, some of which may have
sealed adoption Sles. It was suggested
that current cases should be

Cprandfathered™ 1o facilitate conversion

ta the systern.

Response: These paragraphs have
been edited for clarificstion and
paragraph (4] of tha NPRM has been
incorporated into paragraph {3) of the
finad rule. The Department belisves that
the inclusion of al children in foster
care in the reporting system is
responsive o the legistative intent.
Children wheo enter fostet care prior to
October 1, 1995 and children who are in
care jess than 30 days will require only
a lisited core set of data elements to be
transmitted. For children who enter’
foster care prior to October 1, 1085,
States will be required to report on the
most recent case plan goal affecting
those children, For children adopted
prior to the implementation date of
October 1, 1954, who are continuing to
teceive Federsl title IV-¥ subsidies,
only agaregate data will be required;
broken cut by the age of the child. The
adoption provisions are as inclusive as
possible undsr current law. There is no
authority which supports the collection
of informatien on children placed for

' ado;])tion through private facilities.
A

theugh there Is no requirement in
this final rule for States to.include
private adoptions in their AFCARS data
transmissions, States are enconraged to .
report such data on an ::Eﬁ_onal axid

untary reporis

of private adoptions will use appendix
B, Appendix B includes the data
element set for all adoptions, not just
those with which the tithe IW-B/IV.E
agency is associsted: We strongly - .-
éncowrage States that have the authority
to eollect data from courts, bureaus of
vital statistics and other apencies that
maintain records of adoptions 16 use .
appandix B and lake advantage of the
opportunity the Department is offering
to'process and analyze these data in the
context of data for ait adoptions.

We are aware of the interest of the
States in maximizing the coordination
of the Adoption and Foster Care Data
Colection System (APCARS) with the

" voluntary National Child Abuse and

Neglect Data System [INCANDS), We are
ma%:ing every sffort to insure that the
data elements are consistent across
AFCARS and NCANDS, although the
two systems serve different purposes.
Guidance will be provided to assist the
States in their reporting efforts. The
NCANDS is designed primarily to
respond 1o g legislative requirement in
the Child Abuse Prevention, Adoption
and Family Services Act of 1988 {Pub.
1. 160-294} that the Secretary establish
& nations! deta collection program
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which coordinates State child abuse and
neglect data and includes standardized
data on false, unfounded. or .
unsubstantiated reports, as well as
infermation on the number of deaths
due to.child abuse snd neglect

Paragraph {bii). Semi-annual
submittzls within 45 days.

Comment: There were 40 comments
received, inclading comments Foms 27
State agencies and seven national
organizations, conceming the
appropsiate reporting period. There was
a wide range-of disagy t. Ning
State agencies recommended extending
the transmission time to 60 or 98 days
beyend the end of the quarter. Those
agencies cited insufficient time to
gather, verify and submit the dataos.
their primary reasons for disagreement.
Nine agencies disagreed entirely with
quarierly ﬁwhng. and recommended
semi-ans annual reporting
instead. R&aﬁo‘;ls given were the scale of
the proposed: data reporting system,.
possibie {iscel penalties, and the fact
that more effort would ba deveted ta
reporting data, than providing services.
Those in agreement with: the
requirements as specified in the NPRM
said that qosrterly reporting makes it
easier Yo analyze trends over time,
snakes the data available ir s more
timely fashion, and permits accounting
for clionts, without eysters
mexiBcations, for children who enter
anzi exit the sysiem in the same.

period. A significent number
af cmmmexpmad congern 8810
how confidentinlity of the date will be
maintained by the Department. A few
States advecated ssampliog of cases,

Response: This paragraph has been
changed in sceordance with comments
received. The Department has carefully
weighed the tradeoffs in quarterly
versus senii-annual reporting fannuat
reporting wouid not be consistent with
the poals set ferth in the Acth On
balance, the extra administrative burden
on the States that would mghmﬂ?;hed in
quarterly reporting outwaighs the
potential benefits, We believe that
obtaining the dats twice a year will i:ne
suiﬁmmultg timely amd is more hke
optinmize the goals of insuring that
data are reHable and consistent cver
time while avoiding the unnecessary
diversion of resources for ngencies
responsible for adoption and foster caye.
The semi-annual reporting periods will
close as of the end of March and
September for each year. The States will
ba required to submil renorts within 45
days aher the end of each semi-shnwal
period. The data transinitied by the
State must be extracted from the State
information systosm as of the last day of
each repoiting period. The frst

transmission wilk be due by May 15,
1995 and the s-ec.ond by November 14,
1995,

Appendices C and Pin the NPRM,
*Adoption Data Elements Subsidy
Cossation™ and “Adoption Data
Elements General Adeoption,” have been
dropped from this final rele. “Subsidy
Cessation™ was dropped because it
added only one additional piece of
information ta what we would slready
have, and the additionsl information
could not fusti fy the added effort
involved in mainlaining, transmitting
and processing an additional report,
"General Adoption™ was dn g
because it was decided that the same
form tappendix B, section I} could be
used for both the mandatary and the
voluntary report

The Depanmsnt%ms decided to
pursie the collection of data on ajl’
children in foster care as it is mote
economical for reporting and processing
than reperting data on a sample of cases.
The natioaal foster care and adoption -

data set will secordi be-composed
of data extracted from: the State systems
and represents asubsetofdata -~

maintained in the State’s data system. In
reporting data and in the development
of public use data files, the Departiment
will follow the policies and ures,
relating to these activities, of the.
Natiopal Center for Health Statistics of
the Public Healtl Service. i addition,
in public use data files, counties or
equivalent parisdictions with smatl
populations will be eom?m:ed into one
Lod} category
itional safeguarﬁs mgardmg

canfidenuaiay have beer: introduced in
the final rais, The reporting number that
would follow the chifd Yhrough avery

ri has beem & , Instead there
zg?be a mmnﬁprg:gber for each
record in the transmission, The day of
birth and the Tocal agency have been
deleted from the adoption data. All of
these procedures will insure
csnﬁdennahty in any data released for
research or‘anal

Paragraphs [‘ni’s {23-{3}. Timeliness of
data entry and reporting.

Comment: Forty-{wo comments wers
received, including 30 from State
agencies and seven from national
organizations. The majerity of those
disagreeing with the requirement were
State agencies eoncerned that having to
take a “snap-shot” of data during a '
specific five day period would net
permit encugh time fo update the data
to refiect the status of the children in
foster care on the day the data were
extracted.

Response: This provision resulted
confusion and misundorsianding among
the States. Many srroneousty believed

that the intent of AFCARS was to reflect
the-status of the children in foster care
rather than the information en the
children contained in the State data
system on the day the data are extracted.
The requirement is te obtain a profile
from the State data system. The -
timeliness and missing data stendards
reflect the Department’s
acknowiedgment that some information
on some children may not beknown or
current in the State’s information
systemn on the date of extraction.

As proposed in the NPRM,
compliance in AFCARS will be based
on timeliness of submission,
consisteney of information and
tmeliness of data entry. The

‘Department Is requiring i paragraphs

(5)(2) and {d)1) of this sectien,
therefore, that data en removals and
discharges be entered into the State’s
data systern within 60 days of any
removai or discharge event affecting g
chiid subject to the AFCARS reporting,
The Department has decided to-drop the
requirement pertaining to the “first five
calendar days™ after the end of the
reporting period {which will now be
semi-anmual rather than quartetiy}.
However, the requirement that the date
submitted must be extracted from the:
State system as of the last day ofeach
r{g;:m;mg pesiod is now in paragraph

)1

Faragraph {b}{4} of this finad rule was
a part of (b}{2] in the NFRM. It has been

edited and made a sepurate-
sub ph rm! t:!arfty and greater -
visi ﬁty
Paragraph (5} Checks used to. judge
data consistency.

Gomment: Four ccmmam&wsm
received, three from State agencies. One
commenter proposed that if a State '
transmitting the data cannot get access
to the edit chiecks by which the date will
be evalusted, that Siste should not be
penalized for errars or missing data,
Another recommended that the _
Department review the data and report
any inconsistencies back to the State
within 86 days Pollowing the end ol the
quarter. One commenter questioned
how the accuracy of the system will be
tested, as opposed to consistency.
Another suggested that States ron their
own gonsistency checks priorto
treszsmission of the data,

Response: With the exception of
technical edits and renumbering as
paragraph (b5}, thers is no change in
the provision as set forth in paragraph
b} 3} of the NPHM. The internal data
verification checks are specified in
appendix £ of this final rule. The
computer prograr rules for consistency
checks will be shared with the States.
There are no current proposals for
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sccuracy checks othex than those
currently available to the Department
through the section 427 and title IV-E
reviews or Office of Inspector General
-audits. However, for children in care
more than seven months, the entry of
the date of the child's most recent
administrative or court review
constitutes the State's certification that
the information on that child is current
as of that date, We would not, however,
rule out sstablishing further accuracy
checks in the future.
Paragraph [c]. Missing data standards.
Lonmment: Several comments were
received on {his provision, all from
States. One commenier afgued that
missing data are valid entries,

pasticularly in the cast of abandoned

children, and that these entries should
not count against the proposed 95
percent aceuracy rate. A suggestion wag
made that the Department allowa
“grandfathes” period on selected data
etements for current cases, rather than
require Siatessetrospectively o
complete data that may not have been
part of autoriated or manuval data
systems, suck as some of the data
required for adoption cases. Some States
suggested that the acceptable error rate
- for ririssing dats ba changed from Sve
. reestt te 10 : A B :
peﬂ‘esit}cms:afr: ‘I-E;:e Department concurs
with the need to address the missing
- ‘data issue in & different manner. In
appendices A'and B, we have changed |
some of the data elemient optionsto |
“cannot be determined” or “not yet -
determined.” “Grandfathering” of
adoption and foster care data is being
atlowed as summarizoed above in the
Department’s response to § 1355.40(a)
{2}-44}. A= suggested by the States, a
new subparagraph {2} has been added to
clarify that a penalty will be invoked
when the missing data exceed 10
percent for ey one elemont.
Subparagraph {2} of the NPRM is now
designated subparagraph (3},
Paragraph (d} {1} ams) {2}. Timeliness”
of foster care data repors.
Comment: Eleven comments were
received, eight fromn State agencies. Four
of the disagraeing State agencies
recommended that the timeliness
standard be lowered to 40 or 56 percent.
Others suggested that the rate be raised
10 reflect a more realistic status of foster
care children in each reporting period.
Resgoﬁse: In response to the concerns
gver the timeliness issue, the
Department in subparagraph {d)(1) has
revised its approach. For sach child, we
will require that a computer generated
transaction dale accompany the date of
the latest removal from the home and

_the date of discharge from foster care.
Ninety percent of the subject

" noted that the rules fail
-incentives despite the Advisory

transactions must have besn entered

_indo the system within 60 days of the

actual event, i.e., removal from home or
discharge from foster cave.
Paragraphs {e} {1} through (7}.

Penalties.
" This section specifies that filure by
a State to meet the AFCARS

mfiniremems is considered a substantia}
failure to meet the requirements of the

title IV-E State plan; and spells out

penalties for substantial noncomphiance,
how penalties will be assessed and the
circumstances that will lead to specified
penalties, .

Cormment:-Many comments were
received on the specific provisions of
§13335.40(¢} pertaining to penaities. The
iargest number of comments focused on
the details of the penaity provision in
§1355.40{e){1]. Forty-five comments
were received on that provision, .
incinding 40 from State agencies and -
three from national organizations. -

Ohne natiotia! organization agreed that
a penalty system holds States
accountable and would thus correct and

© prevent deficiencies, The majority of

commentiers disogreed. Their
dissgreement was based on the rationale
that the rules would penalize an area
whers funds are most needed and that
sanctiens are the least effective Torm of
shaping behavior Mani,' comimenters

to offer

Committes’s recommendation for -
incentives. I sd o

A variety of other ebjections
concerned costs, fairmess, acouracy rate,
and practical concerns such as whether -
States would comply uniess the size of
the penalty & ed the costs of
capturing the datas at the local level.

-Commenters expressed disagreement on

the timeframe for State implementation
given the delsy in promulgating

" standards for the system.

Many of the commenters made
suggestions, such as that the Department
reward “good faith efforts,” with
graduated penalties to reflect. .
compiiance efforts; establish strict
guidelines regarding the application and

~degree of penalties; and outline steps to

“satisfy the Secretary.”

Some States sought assurances that
substantial non-compliance would not
jpopardize the entire IV-B/IV-E State
plan for compliance. Some commenters
disagreed with.the interpretation that
non-complance with the proposed rules
would constitute non-compliance with
the IV--F and IV-B plans, including all
WV-E and IV-B dollars. Morsover, i was
feit that tving the penallies to the State
plan may in the future jeopardize
funding for majot programa such as
AFDC, The commenters suggested that

the requirements should clearly explain
the Financial upper limits of the penalty.
Questions reised included the
following: When missing data are
provided, will the penalty/sanction be
reversed? How will the State handle the
penalty if it iz linked 10 a specific
county? Will the penalty be applied -
agzinst the administrative costs claimed

.. by the State or the amount of FFP

returned?

Smaller numbers of comments were
received on the other provisions related
ta penalties, Comments on § 1353.40(e}
(2} to {7} renged from a high of 34
comments on the provision dealing with
the “satisfaction of the Socretary™ to
none on subparagraph {e){5} and three
on subparagraph {e){6); most comimenis
were from State agencies, :

The overwhelming majority of the
objections were related to tha two
following issues: The imposition of

penalties in subsequent quarters
following non-compliance and the lack

of guantitative standards necessary to
satisfy the Secretdry. Suggestions made
included: {1} Providing more time for
States te implement the system prior to
imposing sanctions; {2) recommending
that the State’s submission ofa -
satisfactory report be considered as -
“evidence that non-compliance will aot
racur”; {3) assessing penalties in the

“gaarter after the quarter in which non-

compliahes oocurred to provent the
retrogetive recovery of funds; [4)
developing specific standards against
which 10 assess penalties if subsequent
quarters wili be affected; {3] pro-rating
penalties to a percentaps of missing
data; and (6] establishing empirical

* criteria which would be used to satisfy

the Secretary and against which to
measure comphance. Several States
proposed that all costs agsociated with
the system be allowable administrative
costs of EV-E. :

Several comments were made on the
provisions affecting penalties in Years 3
and 4. While some noled that the
proposed penalty would be too fow 1o
be effective, others favered reducing the
maximum penalty.

Oné commenter expressed agreement
with the proposed rule in support of
penaities and sanctions and
recommended that a comrective action
procedure be implemented, Objections
were raised against penalties imposed
for missing data and technical errors,
The argument was mads that the
ascuracy standard was unrealistic. The
lack of an appeals process was
criticized. In general there were
objections te the criteria for imposing
the maximum penslty on a State, and
suggestions were made for soflening the
penalty provisions.
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Several of the commenters disagreed
with a penaity being impesed in Year 3
as they felt that time was needed to
implement and test a now system.
Another objection was to the fixed
penaities in Years 3 and ¢ which fail to
differentiate botween Siates according to
the accuracy rate of the data.

Four States commented on the
penalty provisions for the failure to
submit adoption data. The majority of
commenters expressod concern

the collection of historical
data on children receiving subsidies,

Hesponse: The basic concepis in the
penalty section wili remain the same:
However, technical changes including
renumbering were made in this
paragraph. The Department shares the -
position of the Advisory Committee that
an ultimale resort to penalties is _
necessary in order to achieve the goals
Congress mandated for adoption and
foster care data cobiection in the avent
of any State not responding in & timely
manner. We believe that when States are
faced with the possibility of a finding of
substantial noncompliance with the title
1V--E State plan, and the consequent
imposition of penaities, they wiil be
strongly motivated to insure that correct
data are submitted within the specified
time ;

However, the Department believes
that most, if net all, of the States wili
strive to cogenla in implementing
AFCARS snd subminting the reguired
reports. Consequently, & number of
changes have been made which will
moderate the impact of the imposition
of penaslties upon the States. T
method of penalties propesed in the
NPRM and being modified in this final
rule is used because it is the only one
allowable under cusrent law. While the
Department acknowledges that there is
strong support for a system of incentives
and that positive reinforcement can be
more effective than a system of
penaities, there is nothing in the Act
which provides a hasis for incentive
funding,

 With respect to-§ £355.40{e}, the

‘reference date of July 30, 1993. has been
added in order lo clarify that State 427
incentive funds caleulated as of that
date shall form the basis for penaity
calcuiations. Another glarification has
been added to paragraph {e) in order to
provide that the formula for calculation
of penalties is not affected by any
determinations of compliance with the
requirements of section 427 or

“withdrawal of certifications with respect
to section 427. Appendix F reflects the
amount of incentive funds available for
fiscal year 1843, for each State.
. The following changes in the fing}
rule will have the net effect of making

the reporing and penalties less.
rdenso:

(1) Fhe first reporting period will
- begin October 1, 1994 and end March
31, 1995. The first transmission of data
must be received in ACF no later than
May 15, 1903. The sixreporting periods
beginning October 1. 1994 and ending
" September 38, 1997 will be panaity-free,
The next year’s reports will be subject
penalty and, thereafter,
beginning October 1, -
1598, the: States wilk be subject to full

eriod will be semi-

begi s
for the period

ly.
pegﬁ ’lyiza reporting p
annual rather than quartesly.
¢3) The “satisfaction of the
requirement wilh be met by submission
of one acceptable regularly scheduled
~ serpi-annual data transmission: of the
which was the cause of the penalty,
The maximum percentage of
missing data for any data element befare
the imposition: of pemalties will be
raised o ten: percent instead of five
percent as originally praposed.
four reposting periods.
beginning October 1, 1994 and eading
September 30, 1006, States will have the
comply with the AFCARS
regulations by selecting & sample of
foster care cases that are under the
jurisdiction of the State child welfare
- agency rather than reporting o the
entire population of foster care cases
" that are under the juri
State child weifare sgency. (After this
optional sampling period, States will be
 to address the entire
ion of foster care cases s
taquired by this final rule)
n acceptsble formula for
determining the sample size is as.

S .. + N, IXE96% X 5%.5
03 X(N, + N, ~1)+1.96%x.5%.5)
N, represenis the total number of foster
care cases that are under the
jurisdiction of the Stale child
welfare agency and are active on the
last day of the reportin
N: represents the total pu
care cases that are under the
jurisdiction of the State child _
weifare agency and left care during
the six-month reporting period.
The sample size i meets the criteria
for 8 95% confidence interval estimate
fer the population proportion of any
attribnte specified in AFCARS with a
tolerable sampling error o£0.03 and an
estimated proportion of 0.5 which
maximizes the sample size, m. Thus,
there is-a 95% chance that the sample
size, 1. will yisld an interval estimate
for any attribute specified in AFCARS

that wiil be within three percentage
points of the true population :
proportion. States may use othersample
size formulas that meet the criteria
specified above.

1f States decide to utilize the sample
size formula specified above then they
naed to determrne the appropriate
values for N, and N> and substitute
them into the sbove equation to sclve
for the sample size, r. To assure a self-
weighting sample the sample size, n,
needs to be apportioned between N, and
N; by multiplying » first by N, divided
by N and then by N> divided by N
{where N=N,+Na2}. The first mﬁm-fatibn
yields & sample size ealled n); the
second vields a sample size called n2,
States will select a simple randem
sample of size n; from the population of

. foster care cases that are under the

jurisdiction of the State child welfare
sgency and ave active on the last day of
the reperting period and & sample of
siza ny from the population of foster
care cases that are-under the jurisdiction

- of the State child welfare agency and

left care during the reporting period.

States may use any ized random
number generators to select the two
stmple random sampies, :

States may alsoruse systematic -
samples to satizfy the sampling option.

Eﬁ»fﬂtharcbmg&emadb ix the system
that wifl moderate the impact of the
penalties include: only a limited
number of data elements will be
required for foster childrer who enter
care prier to October 1, 1995 and for
children in care less than 30 days; for
children adopted prior to October 1,
1894, who are continving to receive
Federal subsidies, only aggregate data
will be required; and acceptable :
responses such as “not yet determined”™
and “cannot be determined™ have been
added. '

Part 1356-—Reqguirements Applicable To
Title IV-E '

Section 1356.20(b}. State plan docurment
ond submission requirement

1356.60(c)2} and {d}{1) through {d}(5;
Fiscal reqnivements ftitle IV-E)}

‘This section specifies allowable
administrative costs necessary for the
administration of the adeption and
foster care data collection system and
spells out procedures for allocation of
administrative costs.

Comment: Qver 34 comments were
received on these provisions, mostly
frem State agencies and several national
erganizations. A majority of commenters
said it was not equitable to require
States to coliect and maintain
information ex: all children in fester
care, but to reimburse them only on the
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percentage of children eligible for IV-E
funds. They believe that funding for
AFCARS should be based on ali
children whe ave in placersent with the
State agency. Approximately half the
commenters disagreed with tying the
penalties and costs of data collection to
Vg funds. Some States suggestad. that
there shouid ba a dedicated funding -
pool specifically for data collection,
stating that they should not have o
allocate TV-F dollars to other programs.
Twe States. suggested that the
Depertment fund from 90 to 100 percent -
-of the data reporting system. :
Two States commented onthe
provision that the costs of date reperting.
for children not eligible for title IV-E
foster care and adoption assistance
payments must be borne by the State
and may be paid fom title IV-B or ather
funds, The reasons cited for
disagreement were: (1} Demands for V-
B Funds already exceed resources: and
£2) the Department should utitize the
existing authority te provide greater
Feaderal rebntarsement for
implementation. The case was made -
that the Department should at least
provide incentives for States
participating in VOIS to modily their
systems io v with AP -
One commenter suggested that, since
the regulation would meke adherence to
tire requirements of section 479 1 State
plan complance issue under the title
IV—E, it follows that all of the costs
associated with implementing that
section should be chargesble to title I
E

Response: The Department cancurs
with the interpretation that there is no
neexd for allocating costs because of the
State plan requirement. Because this
final rule is making the requirement to
imploment AFCARS as s title IV-E Stats
plan requirement, and because the costs
for developmeat and implemaniation of
information systems is an aliowable cost
under title IV-E, the costs of AFCARS
can be directly charged 1o tithe IV-E
administrative costs at the 50 percent
matching rate.

Howaever, section 13713 of the
Omzibus Budget Reconciliation Act of
1983 {OBRA '93), signed by the
Prasident on Augest 10, 1993, amends
section 473{z}{3) of the Social Security
Act to aliow 735 percent maich forthe -
planning, design, development or
instaliation of 2 Statewids mechanized
data collection and information retrieval
system {including 75 percent of the full
amount of expenditures for hardware
components for such systems] but only
tc the extent that such system mests
certain reguirements. The higher
mutching rote is available for three Ascal
years, beginning with fiscal year 1004,

In addition, section 13713 of OBRA 83
adds.# new paragraph {e} to section 474
of the Social Security Act. This new -
paragraph prowrides that the Secretary
shall treat as necessary for the preper
and efficient administration of the State
plan, all mstomaiad data coBection
expenditures carried out in accordance
with the requirements for the 75 percent
match, withowt regard to whether the
children in the mechanized data
colisction and information retrieval
system are eligible for payment under
Btle IV-E The regulatien: implementing
the legislation for enhanced match for
automated data systems is published
simultanecusly elsewhere in this
Federal Register issue, :

Hihe system developed to meet the
requirements of this regulation is also
used toveollect data for programs other
than foster care and adoption {e.g., for
food stamps, AFDC or Medicaid), then
such costs much be Rizly allocated to
those other programs, Fo ereourage

States to develop 2 comprehensive

aytaimated system to improve seivice
delivery, and in turn the quality and |
timeliness of the data reguirements in
this rule, technical assistance will be
forthcoming. Because of these thanges,
parsgraphs fAME) through {47 in the
NPRM have besn s
tdlf1} in the final yule. Paragray 5
of the NPRM has boers odited and
renumrebered s fd)i2) in the Hral rule.

Part ISS?mRequimmeMS Applicabls to
TFitle V-8B

Secifon 1357.15{h}. Child weifare
services Stote plon requirements and
suhmittal . :

Fhis section requires each State o
provide assurances that it will meet the
requirements for data coliection for
foster care and adoption.

Comineni: One comment was received
Frem. 2 Stata agency objecting :o;me lack
of clarity regarding the potential impact
on all ﬁ}’l—ﬁ' and IV--B fonds. In addition,
it was suggested that the penalties.he
limitad to the 20 percent maximum of
IV-B incentive funds. '

Response: The Department’s intent in
the NPRM was that penaities be imited
to 2 20 percent maxtmur of Htle V-8
incentive funds. This is more clearly
stated in the final rule.

VI, Penalties

In the developmeni of the final nile,
the Department carefully considered the
best way to encourage the accurate and
timely submittal of infonmation.
Inasmuch as there is no legat suthority
to provide financial fncentives, the one
alternative availsble is to impose
financial assessroents for failureta

Tacod by paragraph.

" be in jeppardy. The

comply with the State plan provision on
data reporting, Onee a State - :
substantially fails to comply with the
requirements for data reporting, the
penalties imposed could affect a portion
of fitle IV.-E adhministrative '
expenditures. Onea it is delermined that
a State is substantially failing to comply
with the State title IV-E plan
requirements, the funds at risk are those
for the semi-annual period{s) for which
the State substantially failed to comply.

The proposed penalties are fixed and
are set al amounts we belisve are large
enough to encourage-a State to-provide
the dats fully and in s timely way in
order to avoid a finding of substantial
noncompliance and the ensuing
penalties. I is not our intention te make
the penalties so great as to significantly
interfers with State efforts to provide
services to famiiies and children:
however, we do want to encourage full
roporting, The method for caloulating
the penaities ts bused on the standards
for compieteness and tmeliness of a

- State's data reports,

In the matter of sssessing penaities,
we concluded that claims for title IV-E

- administrative expenditures would be

the most appropriate focus for peralties.
By smending § 1358.20, we prapose to
treat & failure by a State to comply with
the requirerents for the datz syster set
forths in the proposed §1355.40 as &
substantial failure in complying with
the title IV-E State plan.

We have determined in § 135549 that
ondy a portion of & Slate’s Hitle IN-B
sdmimistrative cost reimbursement iwiil
afties for
moncompisnce gre Bxed and are .
assessed against part of the States title
IV-E adminisiative cost reimbursement
for the period{s} in which the defacts
occurred. The amount of the title IV-E
administrative cost retmbursement
against which the fixed penaities.are
assessed in any semi-annual period of
the fiseal year is equal to no more than
one-tenth {10 parcent} of the amount of
the title TV-B incentive funds funder
section 427) available to the State for
fiscal year 1993. The actual amount to
be deducted as a penally in any one year
is cumulative up o a meximum of 16
pereent in Year Four [at half penalty}
and 20-percent in Year Five {at full
penaltyl.

‘F'o caleulate the smount of itle V-5
administrative costs fands st risk, the
following formulas will be used:
Twarmount of penalty when a data

transmission. does not meet the

established criteria.
G=S5tate’s allotment of spetion 427
incentive funds forthe Fscal year

1843,
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Ty={oxG}100  f either the foster care
aor adoption data transmission fails to
meet the criteria, o

Tp=2(5%G)/100  if both the foster care
and adoption data transmission fail to

-meet the criteria. .
The incentive funds used in the
caleulstions do not include

Federal Fiscal Year 1998:

Te={2.5xGY 100 i sither the foster care
or adoption data transmission fails to
meet the criteria.

Tz=2(2.5xG)100  Ii both-the foster care
and adoption data transmission fail to
meet the citeria.

under the basic grant and the incentive
fanding beyond the basic grant are
issued each year by the Commissioner, .
ACYF, in the table of allotinents under
title TV—15, _

. The following chast provides a .
summary overview of the adoption and
foster care analysis and reporting

g 5 . reimbursement for voluntary system’s {APCARS) reporting
Fedexal Eiscol Yeorwinaand baveind: placements to which a State may be requirements and assessment of
entitled. The dollar amounts available  penalties. :

Summary OVERVIEW OF ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE ANALYSIS AND REPORTING SYSTEM (AFCARS) REPORTING
_ % oE R:—:_QU;REMENTSANQ ASSESSMENT OF PENALTIES : . '

Heporting periods * Report due " Penatty

Year 1
COctober 1, 1983-March 31, 1985

May 15, 1885 .1 Ne

“April 1, 1995-Sentember 30, 1695 . | Novernber 14, 1995 _. | Ne Penalty.
Year 2 ‘ 5 ] - . .

October 1, 1995-March 31, 1996 : . May 15, 1998 _........ | No Penalty.

Aprit 1, 1986-September 30, 1996 ..o November 14, 1996 ... | No Penatty.
Year 3: : . :

October 1, 1996-Mareh 31, 1997 ..ocriisnssarenns May 18, 1997 _........... | No Penaity.

Aptit 1, 1997-September 30, 1937 oo November t4, 1957 __ | No Pedaity,

Your 4:
" October 1, 1997-March 31, 1958

April 1, 1998-September 30, 1898 ... _
Year 5

Hall Penalty (2.5% foster care; 2.5% adoption assistarice).
Half Penalty {2 5% foster care; 2.5% adoption assigtance),

1 May 15, 1808 ...
4 Novernoer 16, 1908 ...

October 1, 1998-March 31, 1988 ... : May. 17, 199G ..o, Ful Penatty (5% foster care; 5% adoption assistance}.
Apedl 3, 1999-Seplember 30, 1859 and semiannually | November 15, 1909 ... | Fult Penalty (5% foster care; 5% adoplion assistance).
thereatter. : . _ c s e E oy

- Penaltios will be assessed semi-annually ageinst 2 State’s tide IV-E adeministiative cost réimbursement in sn amount that is equai -
o no more than 10 percent of the Stale’s annual share of tile IV-B funds sbove the base appropriativa of 5141 million for fiscal

year 1993 {incentive Runds mvaileble under section 427 of the Actl. In. the cass of Siates ineligible to receive ltle IV-B incentive

fands, the glenaity' shall be egual to no more than 10

or was el & {0 receive.

percent of the amount of title IV-B incantive funds that a Stete had received

Haif of the assessad pena]igéi;gpiicabie to foster care reposting and half to adoptian reparting.

in order to comply with A

reguirements for foster care 12

porting and to avoid-

naities:

+ States must submit foster care reposts semi~annn_ail; within 45 days of the ond of the reporting period.

+ Child-specific datd must be eatersd inte the in
from foster care. Ninety percent of such transactions mius
» For any child in caro more thun. seven months

in at least 94 percent of the records.

ormatior: - systevn - within 60 days of any remeval from the home or discharge ]
t be entered in the information system within 66 days of the event. i
. the State must cestify that the periodic review reguiremenis have been met

» Data confained in Appendix A must be reported with no mose than 10 percent missing data for any ane data element.

+ For
will be rerquired as identified in A
n order to comply with AFCA

» Data contained in Appe

dats, by sge of child, are fo be
For both foster care and

days of the end of
ya of the reporting period).

in care less than 30 days and for children whe entered prior 1o October 1. 1995, only a core set of information
adix &, - o
reguirernents for adoption mg)orﬁhg and te avoid
« States must subimit adoption reports semi-annually within 4
= Adoption data are t be reported during the repoting
reporting pariod if the adoption is legalized within the jast g

nialties:
@ reporting period. .
riod in which the adoption i legalized {or, optionaily. in the following

ndix B wiust he reported with no mare than 10 percent missing data for ang one data element.
» Full adoption data are required only for children adopted sfter the AFCARS impiemeniation
rted for children adopted before that date with Federal subsidy. .
oplion reporting, States must comply with the procedures fir record layeut, data consistency checks

ate of October 1, 1994, Aggregate

and electronic data trangmission pratocols as specified in this final rule in Appendices C, D and E.

The following example is provided to.
heip clarify the proposed penalties:
State (3 was eligible to meceive title jV-
B incentive funds fover its share of the
base amount of $141,000,00¢] in fiscal
year 1993 of $4,000,600. The potentially
applicabla penaity against the State’s
share for either semi-annual period in
fiscal year 1998 is 5 percent x
$4.000,000 or $200,000. Therefors, the
penalty that could be impesed in any
reporting period on State ( in 1968
{Year Four) is $200,800, which would
be deducted from the FFP for its title

IV-E administrative cost reimbursement
for that semi-annual period. H State §
wera to be subject to the full penalty in
both semi-annual reporting petiods in
Year Five, the tota! amount of the
penalty would be 20 percent of the
$4.000,000 or $800,000, which is the
maximum amount the State could be
penalized in any year. .

in reaching the decision f0 use the
section 427 incentive funds available
under title V-1 as the basis for
caleulating the amount of the penally to
be assessed against a State's

atdministzative cost reimbursement
under title IV-E, consideration was
given to several faclors. We soughta
method for cslculating penalties that: {1}
Permitted the dollar amount of the
maximum penalty for substantiel
noncompliance to be known 1o the
States prior to the time the data are
submitted; {2} provided an upper limit
on the amounts of money thal could be
in jeopardy; and {3) couid be
consistently applied to all States. We
conciuded that, by utilizing the ameunt
of saction 427 incentive funds available
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ic the State-ageney {which, by statante,
must administer beth title IV-B and title
B-E] 28 a bagis, all threa of aur
objectives were met. Thatitle IV-B
incentive funds represent a. fixed:
nuraber of dollars allocated to the States
on & formuls basis prior toesch ficeal
year. Because & State penaity will be
caloulated nsing 427 incentive fmds, a
State will koow the rsrdmum apaunt
of dollars at risk.

in § ¥355.40, we have provided that
the penalties wiiiba:éeducmi sermi-
annualiy against a State's titte FV-E
administrative cost reimbursement for
the period iy which the nencomplisoce
cecurred. Following & finsl decision of
" nencompliance, funds will be meovered
for all reporting periods untd the State
demenstrates, by submitting.an
aceopiable report, that it will 1o longer

fail to eonypd
Tiwmpmggd complete and
ofthe

sccuzate data is the

information system for miaptm&anﬁ

fester care, The levelof

Inconsistent and untimely date shau}fl
not be sa 5 10 raise concems. about

- the quality ol the Siate’s data

submission. However, we pecognize that
there will be some errozs i the-data. As
long as each element has no mere than

wpemexa.tmmgéaza.mkxdmgdm

- initisdly missing and data converted te.
missing because they failed internal .

consistency tests, and the data report
raecls the standard fox timeliness, no

~ comphance netion will be taken,

‘Fhe final tule outlines the
circumstances under which s Sate will.
mctir Itt}:e maximum penalty. We wifl
apply the maximwn penalty when a
State tails tosubmit both the foster care
part and the sdoption part of the data

report within 45 days; or submits.each

part within the imefiame, but i each
part there s one or more.eloment{s}
witich exceeds the level of toforance for

missing dats as deseribed in appendix B
{or, & B gase of foster case, the 90
percent standard k- tameiin&sa isnot
et}

In § 155548, ﬁnsm!erefeﬂka
§201.6{e} regarding the withholding of
funds up to such fime as the Secretary
is satisfied that there will no longerbe
any failure to comply. We have
identified the criteria for meeting the
"satisfaction of the Secretary™
meguirement as wte;)ﬁsm of.

e ¥ % one secepteble regularly
scheduled semi-ennual data:
transmission of the type which was the
cause of the ponalty,”

Enchr part of the' completed report fi.e.,
the foster care amd adoption ;}m‘;’s‘; will
be treated separately for purposes of
applying the penaltfes: _

The follewing chart ilustsates how
penaities.are assessed in Years 4 and: 5.

ASSESSMENT OF PENALTIES IN 'W'AW AND Fostes CaRE ARALYSIS AND REPORTING System
iin Percontages. of Incentive - Amounts Availabie Under Section 427 of Tille IV-15. Assessed Sem-Annually- Aganst Tile IW-E . Administrative ©ogt
. i A . i EE-II. "tI"ISE 2 ti 4 i .

.. Na Oner :
i i Missiiey 0%
TR days P Oata | standany
Yoar 4 (HIWIT-BIANGBY.
: me. 5 51 5 5
L} 8¢ 5 NA
Maximum Penally = 10% :
Year § {10/1/98-0/30/95) and beyond: 4 5
- Foster Cwre | 19 16 E 10 10
....... Eit s Wi NA
Maximurs Penalty « 20% :

* Ninety pememanhe uansawons must be entered into the syszemwwmenda;@s\otm&mnt

- As :he above chart indicates, there are
enly two levels at which the penalty can
be assossed: First, at the maxdmum
berause of deficiencies in hath the
adeption and foster care reports; or
sacond, at half penalty because of one
or mere deficiencies inceither the
adoptien ot fosten care repert. The State
will incur a penalty for the foster care
report if any combination of the four
conditions apply, namely: No submittal
or Over 45 Days or Missing Data or 86
percent Timeliness Standserd. Similarly,
the State will incur a penalty for the
adoption report if any combination of
the three conditions spply, nametly: No
submittal or Over 45 Plays or Missing
Plata. The penalties reflected in the
above chart are maximum penalties for
Years 4 and 5. For any given semi-
angual reporting period, the penalty
assassed would be half the percentages
mti;(,ated.

IX. Impact Analysis
Executive Order 12696: The Family

Executive Order 12606 requires
Feders! agencies, in formulating and
implementing policies and reguintions,
10 assess the impact on family
formation, meintenance and general -
well being. We believe these proposed
regulations will serve to strengthen and
preserve family }ife insofar as the
demopraphic infermation provided on
children in foster care will aid in
permanency planning for these children
and their famities. And in the case of
adoption, information on childrer will
assist in the placement of children as
well as aid in the development of
policies and practices that will
encourage an support familfes who
care for chifdren b foster care and those
who adept childrer.

Executive Order 12866

Executive Ovder 12866 reguires that
regulations be reviewed to ensyre that

they are consistent with the priorities.
and principles.set forth in the Executive
Order. The Deparfment has determined.
that this rule is codsistent with these.
priorities and principles. An assessment
of the costs and benaefits of available
yegulatory alternatives fincluding not
regulating) demonstrated that the
approach takem in the regulation is. the
maost cost-effective and least
burdensome while still achieving the
reguiatory objectives,

This rale inplements seelion 479 of
the Social Security Act which requires
the Secretary to promulgate regulations
providing for the implemertation of a
data coliection system relating to
sdoption and foster eare in the United
States. This rule sets forth the
requirements for such: a system.
Specifieally, the pule; among other
things, requires States to submit semi-
annually tothe Department, in
electronic form, certain foster care and
adoption data. it allows for the.
submission of only a core set of data
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elemonts for children in foster care less
than 30 days and for children entering
foster care prioy to and within the year
after the implementatios date: and. it
requires complete adoption data only
for chiildren adopted afier the ruile's
implementation date. In addition, the
rule provides for the phase-in of
penaltios, with the first two years
penalty fres, -

Funding for systems design,
development and implementation must
comply with the requirements of 45 CFR
part 85, subpast F. The costs of
implementing this rule will vary among
States, depending on the extentof 2
State’s ownt data collection activities/
systems with regard o foster care and
adoption. In this regard, the Department
wili offer technical assistance o any
State for planning, developing and
implementing ihe required data
collection and transmission system. A
State may directly charge the cost of the
cperation of the data collection system
to title IV-E at the 50 peicent matching
rate. We estimaté that the Federal costs
associated with implementing and
maintaining & data collection systern
wili e 59 million the first year, §54
‘million tha third year, $38 million the
fourth year and $20 million the ith
year. ’ &

Regnlatory Flexibility Act

Consistent with the Regulstory
Flexibility Act of 1986 (5 U.5.C: ch 8},
the Department tries to anticipate and
reduce the impact of rules and
paperwork requirements on small
businesses. For each rule, with a
“significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities” an
analysis is prepered describing the
rule’s impact on small entities. Smal}
sntities are defined in the Reguletory
Flexibility Act to include smiall
businesses, small non-profit'
organizations, and small governmental
eniities. ; ) '

The primary impact of this rule is on
the States which are not “small entities
within the meaning of the Act. For this
reason, the Secretary certifies that this
rale will ned have 2 significant Trapact
on & substantial number of small
entities. : i

Paperwork Reduction Act

Under section 3504{h} of the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980, Pub.
L. 56511, all Departments are required
to submit ta the &’ﬁca of Management
and Hudget {OMB] for review and
approval any reporting or recordkeeping
requirements in a preposed or final rule.
This final rule contains information
collection requirements in § 1355.40,
paragraphs (a} and {b), foster care and

1]

adaption data collection, which will be
submitted to OMB and will not becorme

. effective until they are approved. A

notice will be published in the Federal
Register when OMB approves these
information collection requirements.

In the NPRM, a chart was provided
showing the estimated annual burden
hours 1o the States. The public was
asked to commment on the estimated
howrs as well as any other aspect ol the
information collection, including
suggestions for reducing this hurden. In
respoitse to gommeonts received, the
reporting burden for the collection of
information requirements in this final
regulation hes been reduced to
approximately ene-half of the initia)
estimnated hours in the NPRM, including
the time for reviewing instructions,

searching existing data sources,

gathering and maintaining the data
needed, and submitting the data'in the

‘required forinat. The final rule now

requires submittal of infermation semi-
annualty rather than quarlerly and
reduces the overall number of items o
be reported. The revised total annusl
burden is 413,942 hours,

List of Subjects
45 CFR Port 1388

Adoption and foster care, €hild
welfare, Data coliection, Definitions,
Crant programs——sacial programs.
45 CFR Port 1358

Adoption and foster care,
Administrative costs, Child welfare,
Fiscal requirements fiitle IV-E]; Grant
programs—social programs, Statewide
information system.
45 CFR Part 1357

Adoption and foster care, Child
wetfare, Child welfare services state
plan, Indians, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements.

{Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance

- Progzam Nos. 93.558, Foster Care .

Maintenance, 93.659, Adoption Assistance
and 83.645, Child Welfare Services—3State
Grants}

BDated: {ctober 13, 1063,

Mary Jo Bane,

* Assistant Secretary for Children and Fomthies.

Approved: Noveraber 19, 1993,
Donna E. Shalala,
Secrefary.

For the reasons set forth in the

preamble, 45 CFR parts 1355, 1356 and
1357 are amended as follows:

PART 1355—GENERAL

1, The authority citation for part 1355
is revised to read as follows:

Authority: $2 1150 620 el seq., 42 U.S.C
670 et soq.: 42 USCL 1362,

2. Section 1355.260 is amended by

. sdding definitions for the terms

“adoption” and “foster care™ as follows:
§1355.20  Definitions.

* * * » LI

Adoption means the method provided
by State Jaw which establishes the legal
relationship of parent and child -
hetween persons who are not so related
by birth, with the same mutual rights
and obligations that exist between
chikiren and their birth parents. This
relationship can only be termed

© "adoption" after the legal process is

cun pleta.
: - . L] L] - :

Foster care means 24 hour substituta
care for all children placed away from
their parents or guardians and for whom
the State agency has placement end care
responsibility, This includes, hut is not
Eimited to, family foster bomes, foster
homes of relatives, group homes,
emergency shelters, residential
facilities, child care institntions, and
pre-adoptive homes regardiess of
whether the foster care Facitlity is
licensed and whether payments are
made by the State or local agency for the
care of the child or whether there is
Federal matching of any payments that
are made. e
* * - L] *

3. Section 1355.30 is amended by
revising paragraph (s} as follows:
§1355.30 Qther appiicable regulations.

Ll * E 4 LH B

te) Section 201.8. W_ithhaidi.ngl

Reduction of FFP. Pursuant to the

requirements under § 135540 of this
part for data collection, the only
evidence relevant at hearings unider
§ 201.6 are those matters related to the
standards set forth in § 1355.40 and
whether there were circumstances
beyond the control of the Staté or its
political subdivisions that should be
considered by the Secretary, :
E * L L L] N

4. A new § 1355.40 is added ta read
as follows:

§1355.40 Foster care and adoption dala
collection. :

{a} Scope of the data solfection
system. {1} Each State which
administers or supervises the
administration of titles IV~8 and JV-E
must implement a system that begins to
collect data on October 1, 1694, The first
transmission must be recefved in ACF
no later than May 15, 1995, The data
reporting system must meet the
requirements of § 1355.46{b) and
electronicaily report certain data
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regarding children in foster care and
adoption. The foster care data elements
are listed and defined in Appendix A to
this part and the adoption data elements
age listed and defined in Appendix B to
this .

{21 Por the purposes of foster care -
reporting, each State’s data transmission
srust include all children in foster care
for whom the State title IV-B/{V-£
agency has responsibility for placement,
care, or suparvision. This includes
Native American children covered
under section 427 protection on the
same basis as any other children. For
childreen in care ess than 30 days, only
a core set of information wili be
required, as noted in appendix A to this
part, For children who enter foster care
prigr to October 3, 1985 and who are
still in the system, core dats elements
will be required: in addition, States will
also be required to mport on the mest
recent case plan goal affecting those
children. For children in out-of Staie
placement, the State placing the child
and making the foster care payment
submits and mntmually updates lhe
data.

{3} For the purposes of adoption
reporting, data are required to be
transmitied by the State on all adepted -
. children who were placed by the State

litle IV-B/IV-E agency, and o all |
adopted children for whom the State
agency is providing adoption assistance
{sither engoing or for nonrecurring
expenses), care or services directly or by
ceniract or agreement with other private
or public agencies, Full adoption dats as
specified in appendix B to this part are
required only for children: adopted after
the implementation date of October 1,
1994. For children adopted prior to
OGcotober 1, 1994, whe are continuing to
receive litle fV-¥ subsidies, aggregate
dats are {0 be reported. For a child
adopted put-of-State, the State which
piaced the child submits the data.

{b] Foster core and adoption reporting
requirements. (1) The State agency shall
transmit semi-anmaally, within 45 days
of the end of the reporting pericd (Le.,
by May 15 and November 14},
information on each child in foster care
and each child adopted during the
reporting period. The information to be
reported consists of the data elements
found in appendices A and 3 to this
part. The data must be extracted from
the data system as of the jast day of the
teporting period and mus? be submitted
in electronic form as described in
appendix C to this part and in record

: layoats as delineated in appendix Dio
this

2 ?9: foster care information, the
child-specific data to be transmitted *-

must refiect the data in the information

systemn when the data are extracted.
Dates of removal from the home and
discharge from foster care must be
enisred in accordance with paragraph
{d¥1} of this section. The date of the
most recent perodic review {either
administrative or court) must be entered
for children whe bave been in foster
cate for more than nine months. Entry
of this date constitutes State.
certification that the data on the child
have been reviewed and are current.

{3) Adoption data are te be reported
during the reporting period in which the

_adoption is legalized or, at the State’s

opticn, in the following reporting period
if the adoption is legalized withinthe
1ast B0 days of the reporiing period. For
a seri-annual peried in which no
wdoptions have been legalized, States
must report such an cccwrrence. -

k4] A sumamnery file of the semi-annual

dats transmission must be submitted

. and will be used to verify the

completeness of the State's detailed
submission for the reporting period.

€5} A variety of internal data .
consistency checks will be used to midge
the internal consistency of the semi-

annual detailed data submission. These |

are spemﬁed in Appendix E to this part,
(¢} Missing dota standards. (3) The

~ term “missing data” refers to instances

where no data have been entered, if
applicable, for a particular data element.
It: addition, all data elements which fail
# consistency check for a particular case
will be converted to missing data. All
data which sre “out of range” {i.e,, the
tesponse is beyond the parameters
allowed for that particuiar data element}
will also be converted to missing data,
Details of the circumstances under
which data will be converted {o missing
data are specified in appendix E to this
part. Date elements with responses of
“cannot be determined” oz “nof yet
determinad” are not considered as
having missing data.

2} For missing data in excess of 10
percent for any one dats element, the
penalty will be applied.

{3} 1%1& penslties for missing data are
specified in paragraph {o} of this
section,

{d} Timeliness of fcster care dota
reports. {1) For each child, a computer
generated transaction date-must reflect
the sctual date of data entry and must
accempany the date of latest removal
from the home and the date of exit from
fuster care. Ninety percent of the subject
transactions must have been enterad
into the system within 89 days of the
event {removal from home or discharge
from foster cavel.

{2) Penalties shall be invoked as
provided in paragraph (e) of this
section. '

{e) Penaities. (1} Failure by a State o
meet any of the standards described in
paragraphs {a} through (4} of this section
is considered a substantial fatlure to
meet the requirements of the title IV-E -
State plan. Penalties for substantial
noncompliance will be assessed semi-
annually against a State’s title IV-E
administrative cost reimbursement in an
amount that is equal to no more than 19
percent of the State’s annual share of
title IV-B funds shove the base
appropriation of $141 million, The
amount of incentive funds, section 427
of the Act, sgainst which a penalty can
be assessed will remain the same as the
amount promulgated as being available
1o the States as of fune 30, 1803, the
date of issuance of the amount of
section 427 funds for fscal year 1093
{sce Appendix ¥ to this pari). The
penalties will be calculated and applied
regardless of any determination of
compliance with the requirements of °
section 427, and regardless of whether
any State has withdrawn its certification
with respect to section 427. Years One
through three {October 1, 1994 through
September 30, 1997} will be three
penalty-free years of operation. Year
Four (October 1, 1897 thréugh
September 30, 1948} will be at half
pena}t and Year Five {October 1, 1998

{ September 36, 1969} and

- theraaﬁer will be at full penal:y. The

maximum anmual penalty is 20 percent. .

£2) Penalties will be assessed semi-
annually againgt a State's title IV-E |
administrative cost reimbursement for
the period in which the noncompliance
occisrred and any subsequent period of
noncomphiance, Following a decision
sustaining ACYF's proposed action,
funds will be recovered until the State
demonstrates, by submiiting an
seceptable report, that it will no longer
fait to.comply.

{3) Half of the maximum allowable
assessed penalty for o given reporting
period is applicable to foster care
reporting and half to adoption reporting.

{4} The penalty for foster care
reporting will be applied for any semi-
snnual period when a State fails {o meet
ong or more of the following criteria:

{1} Fails to subrai! the report within 45
days of the end of the reporting pericd
as specifiad in paragraphs (bH{1) and
{b)(2) of this section; or

fii} There is one or more element
which exceeds the level of tolerance for
missing data as specified in paragraphs
{c)(1} and (c)(Z} of this section; or

(iii) Fails to meet the timeliness
standards as spetified in paragraph
{d)(1) of this section.

{5} The penalty for adoption reporting
will be applied fof any semi-annual
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period when a State fails to meet ons or Urable to Determine: 5

more of the following eriteria: I11. Removal/Placement Setting Indicators
{i} Fails to submil the roport within 45  A. Removal Episodes
days of the end of the reﬁmning period Da{lﬁ Of) First z?;‘n;ml F!;am' Home ___
HED vy (vt}
Bl e Moy (il an Total Number of Remavals From Home to
e Date

{ii} Thers is one or more element

which exceeds the level of tolerance for D21 Child was Dischaiged From Last

Foster Cara Episode (If Applicable]

B. Legal or Putative Father ___ {mo.) ____
(day}___. (yr}

IX. Foster Family Home—Parentfs} Data {To
be answered only if Section V., Part A
CURRENT PLACEMENT SETI‘!NG is 1.
Zord)

A, Foster Family Structure
Married Couple: 1
Unmarried Couple: 2

8 having & dlsability(ws]? L I——

You: 1 Reunify With Pazent{s) or Principal
No: 2 : Carotaker{s): 1

Not Yet Determioed: 3 Live With Other Relativefsk: 2

1. I yus, indicate sm:h type of disability Adoption: 3

found with s "1™ Long Term Foster Care: 4 -

Mental Retsrdation Emancipation: 5
Vtmlly or Heanng !mpmred Cuardianship: &

urbed (DSMIH) _____ Case Plan Goal Not Yet Established: 7
Oai:r Madkzﬂy Disgnased Condition VH. Principal Caretaker(s) Information

Requiring Special Care A, CemmlmrFamily Structury

E. 1. Has this child ever been adopied? Married Coupdle: 1
Unmarried Couple: 2
Yes: 1 Single Pemale: 3
No: 2 Single Male: 3
Unable to Determina: 3 Unable to Determine: $
2. If yus, how old was the child when the B. Yoarof Bisth
adoption was legalized? __ 1st Principal Caretaker :
- Less than 2 years old: 1 2nd Principal Caretaker (H Applicable} —
2 to 5 yoars old: 2 V. Parental Rights Tsrminaﬁen {Ii
610 12 yearz cid: 3 Applmuble] ;
13 yoars old ar older: 4 A Mother . fme) {day} e [yr}

missing data as specified in paragraphs ; tday} - p Singls Female: 3
(c)(1) and {c}{2) of this section. B ipiir s o - __ Single Male:4
5. Appendices A through F are added fmo) ____{day)____(yr) et gﬁam
to part 1355 as follows: e m'?’ﬁ';ﬂ;*”“ Date.. _(mo.) . (day) (z;:d Foster Caretaker {ziApphcab:e}
. Race/Origin
m ARPALIIS- Nl Care RS o i ecument Sidtikgs i Race of 161 Poster Caretal
muofﬂmmlnmml?m&m White: 1
Section I—-Foster Care Data-Elements 5 Set;;:guf mtmo N} — {day} S tyn ﬁiack 2 tndion Alacka Nt
i saat - Num vious Placement Settings matican Indian/Alas ative: 3
B B b akl o s .. Durhig This lownsd Bplsods  Astan/Pacific slander: 4
y 13 rog
heve bean in care less than 30 days. For . Circumstances of Removal Unabls to Determine: 5 " -
childten who entered care toOctober 1, - A. Manner of Removal From Home for imspanic&mmdm oster Caretaker
1395, data clements mﬁy either ===~ Current Placement Episode Nmz
- and “***" are the only data elements Volontary: 1 - U"’ e — 5
roquired. This means that, for these two Cemurt Ordered: 2 3 Rece of m*’;“ﬂ;’::r I {If —
catogories of children, theso are the only data ~ Not Yet Determined: 3 ble) “areta PP
elements to which the missing data standard B. Actiony or Conditions Associated With White: 1
wiil be applied. Child’s R?'moval {Indicete-all thatapply Block: 2
Catus iskumution e American ndian/Alaskan Native: 3 -
4 Asiaa/Pacific Islander: 4
¢ .2 R!poﬂ date = {ml %q o L‘ M o etareiiat B .
Mﬁmﬁ gency { Y o= v mt Abuse {Parent) Origin of Znd Foster Caretaker
i l:mc [Parent} (If spphrabla}
D. Record- Number
B DalsofMost Recent Pmodic Review (if - Alcoh s%ﬂ%‘{ghﬂd} ;is L
i3 Child's Demographic Information lmmm,‘ mm of Parent(s) X. Outcome Information
**A. Dats i})fﬂinh —{mo}___ (day} Caretaker's Insbility to Cope Due to Illness n?m m}&g;] m{;‘?ﬂm
.;;g;g:, ; . “W": "‘rraas;c;:t]ion Dateml‘,mo.}___m{day] :
4 mqms sent Ly for
12 Inadequate Housing Redson R o
ff&ndw **V, Cusront Placement Setting. Rm::ﬂmm :ﬂh Parents or i’rlmary
1. Race YA, Pro- ve Home: 1 :
White: 1 ; Foster Family Home (Relative): 2 b X o adivelen
Black: 2 : Foster Family Home (Nos-Relative): 3 Emg‘:fﬂ- ¥ g
American t;cdian!.\laskm Native: 3 Group Home: 4 and:a?:ih?;rs
Asian/Pacific Islander: 4 Institution: 5
inable to Detormine: 5 Supervised Independent I.wing. 8 'éﬁ'nnsier w?hnmher Agoncy: .-
2 Mispapictinn Runaway:7 . Doath nf Child: 8
o e e oment Out-ofState? — XL Souscals) of Fadesal Flnancial Support/
I for Child {Indlc:a!se all
Unable s “:i“i’é"‘b’?.:ﬂ ad e :mrt()ut-of&t;ta Piaci:ljm!} 1 ﬂmmi e
D. Has this ckl inica agnosed o {in State Placoment): 2 :
-, 4 *VT, Most Recent Case Plan Goal  ——wewe— ~E (Foster (are)

T'itia IV««{; Adoption Assistance)
Title iV-A (Ai
em[‘ic?ﬁgjn {Child Support)
tie §. i
Title XIX (Medicaid} s
551 ar Other Social: Sacurity Act Benefitg
None of the Above —

Section i—Definitions of ond Instructions for
Foster Care Data Elements ;

Heporting population. The population to be
included in this reporting system includes all
children in foster care under the
responsibility of the State agency
administering or supervising the
administration of the title IV-B child welfare
services State plas and the title FV--E State
plan; that is, all children who are required to
be provided the protections of section 427 of
!he Snca&l Security Act (SSAL

Iation includes all children.
supmri 3 by or under the responsibility of

to Families with Depend-
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another public agency with which the title
F¥-B/IV-B State agency has an sgreement
under title IV-E and on whose behelf the
State makes tithe IV-E fnster care i
maintenance payments.

Foster care is defined as 24 hour substitute
care for children putside their own homes,
The reporting system inchudes sli children
who have or had been in foster care st least
24 hours, The foster care settings includs, but
are not Himited tor - : i
--Family foster homes : )
~TRelative foster homes {whether payments

ars being made or not}
~{roup hores '
~Emergency shelters

. —Residential facilities
-Lhild care institutions
—Pre-adoptive homes

Foster care does not inchude children who
#re in their own homes under the _
rasponsibility of the State agency, However,
children whe are at home on 2 Irial basis may
be incladed aven though they are not. .
considered to be'in fostor care. If they are
included, element number V. CURRENT
PLACEMENT SETTING must be given the
vaiue of "8,

. {teneral Information

A.State* 115, Postal Service twa Jeitar
abbreviation for the State submitting the
report. - ’

8. Report Date™~—The last month and the
year for the reporiing peried.

C. Local Agency* *—Identity of the county
* or equivalent unit which has responsibility
e

i ix S raust be used.
- B, Record Number* *--The sequential
. nurpber which the State uses to transmit data
- to the Department of Health and Human
Services {DHHSL The record number cannot

. be linked to the child's case LD, number

except at the State or local level. "

E. Date of Most Recent Periodic Review (5
applicablel—For childsen whe have been in
care seven months or longer, enter the
month, day and year of the most recent
administrative oy count review, including
dispositional hearing. For ¢hildren who have’
been in care less than seven months, leave
the field blank. An entry in this field certifies
that the child's computer recotd iscurrent up
to this date,

It. Child’s Demographic Information

A. Date of Birth** —Month, day acd year
of the child's birth. If the child is abandoned
ot the date of birth is otherwise anknown,

* enter an approximate date of birth, Use the
15th a5 the day of hirth.

B. Sex**—indicate as appropriate.

€. Race!Origin®*

1. Race—In general, 8 petson’s race is
determined by how others define them or by
how they define themselves. in the case of
young children, parents determine the race of
the child.

White—A person of European, North
African, or Middle Eastern origin,

Black—aA 1 whoge ancestry is any of
the black racial groups of Africa. '

American Indian/Alaskan Natjve--A,
person whose ancestry is North Amsrican,
and who maintains tribal affilistion or is so
recognized in the community.

AsianiFacific IslanderA person whoge
origin is the Far Bast, Southeast Asia, the
Indian sub-continent, or the Pacific Islands,
This includes, for example, China, India,
Japan, Karea, the Philippine lslands, Samoa
and Vietnam,

Unshie to Determine—The specific race
category is “unshble o determine™ because
the child is very young or is severely )
disabled and no person iz aveilable to
identify the child's race,

2, Hispanic Origin—Answer “'yes” if the
child is & Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban,
Centzal or South American person, or person
of other Spanish culturs] origin regardiess of
race. Whether or not a person is Hispanic is*
determined by how others define them or by
how they define themselves. I the case of
young children, pareats détermine the race of

_the child. “Unable to Determine” is used

because the child is very younag or is severely
disabied and no persen is available to
determine whether or not the child iz
Hispunic. "No™ is used when it is clear that
the child is not Hispani

. 3
.. D Has the child &;1 clinically diagnosed
- &5 having & disabilitylies}? "Yes"” indicatas

that & qualified professional has clinically
diagnosed the child as having at least one of
the disabiiities listed below, “No'* iudicates
that & guaiified professional has conducted &
clinicai assessment of the childand has .
determined that the child bas no disabijities.
“Not Yet Determined” indicates that a

clinical assessment of the child by a qualified.

professional has not been conducted.
1. Indicate Each Fype of Disability With s
e .
Montel Retardation~Significantly
subaverage general cognitive and motor
functioning existing concurrently with

‘deficits in edaptive behavior manifested

during the developmestal period that
adversoly affect s child's/youth's
socislization end learning. o
Visually or Hearing bnpaired—Having a
wisual impainment that may significantly
affect educational performance or
development: ot a iaeaﬂng imgpakenent,
whether permanent or fluctusting, that.
adversely affects educational performence.
Physically Disabled—aA physical condition
that adversely affects the c.gild's day-to-day
motor fuactioning, such ag cersheal palsy,
spina bifide, multiple sclerosis, orthopedic
impainmatits, end other physical disabilities.
Emotionally Dis {DSM 3--A
condition exhibiting ene.or more of the
following characteristics over a long period
of time and to & marked degreo: An inability
te build or maintain satisfactory
interpersonal relationships: inapproprinte
types of behavior or fealings under nermal
circumstances; a general pervasive mood of
unhappiness ar depression: or a tendency o
develop physical symptorns or fears -
asgociated with personal problems. The term
includes persons who are schizophrenic or
autistic. The term does not include persens
who sze socially maladiusted, unless it is

‘determined that they are also serjously

emotonally disturbed. The diagnosis is
hased on the Disgnostic and Statisticsl
Manual of Mental Disordars (Third Bdition)
(DEM 1 or the most recent edition.

Other Medically Diagaosed Conditions
Requiring Special Care—Conditions other

than those noted above which requive special
medical care such as chronic ilinesses.
Included are children diagnosed as HIV
positive or with AIDS, L

E. 1. Has this child ever been adopted? If
this child has ever bees legally adopted.
enter “yes,” If the ¢hild has never been
legally adopted, enter “no”. Enter “Unable to
Betermine” if the child has beens abandoned
or the child’s parent{s} are otherwise not
avaifable to provide the information,

2. i yes, how old was the child when the
adoption was legalized? Enter the numbes
which represenis the appropriste age range.
H uncertain, use an estimate. Hnoone s
availabie 1o provide the information, enter
“Unable to Determine.”

Iif. Removal/Placement Setting Indicators

A. Removel Episodes-~The removal of the
child from hisfher normal place of residence
resulting in hisfher placement in's foster care
setting. : g

Date of First Removal From Home-Month,
day and year the child wes removed fom
home for the first time for purpose of .
placement in a foster care setting. if the
current * removal s the first romoval, enter
the date of the current removal.

Total Number of Rémovals from Home te
Date—The mimber of fimes the child was
removed from home, inchuding the current
retaoval.

Biate Child was Discharged From Last
Foster Care Episode {if Applicable}-For
children with prior removals, enter the
month, day and yeur they were dise
fram care for the episode irmmediately prior
to the current episode. For éhildren with no
prior removals, leave blank.

Date of Latest Removal Prom Home® *e
Month, dey and year the child was last
removed from his/her home for the pur?nse
of being pleced in foster care, This would be
the date for the current episode 61, if the
child has exited foster care, the date of
removal for the most recent removal,

Transaction Date**—A computer -
generated date which accurately indicates the
month, day and vear the response to "Date
of Latest Remova! From Homae'” was entered
inte the information system.

B. Placement Settings.

Date of Placement in Current Foster Care
Setting—Month, day and year the child
mowg into the current foster home, facility,
residence, shelter, institution, ete. for
purposes of continued foster care,

Number of Previous Placemen! Settings
Taring This Remioval Episode—FEnter the
nusnbes of places the child has lived,
including the curren? setting, during the
current removal episode. Do oot include trial
home visits a5 & placement setting.

V. Circumstanees of Remeoval

A, Manner of Removal From Home for
Current Placement Episode. :

Voluntary Placerment Agreement—An
official voluntery placement agreement has
beer executed between the caretaker and the
agency. The placement remains volunt
even if 8 subsequent court order is issued to
comntinue the child in foster care.

tFor children whe have exited faster tare,
teurrent” refors 1o the most reoent removel episods
arrd the most recan? platement setting,
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Court Ordered—The court has lssund an
orcler which ix the basis of the child™s
reraoval.

Not Yt Detennimdh—‘: m};r:;ry o

jacument agreement not ar
Emmm mbeenismod.;;?s’(wﬂl
mostly sceur in very short-term cases, When
sither 2 voluntary placersent agroemant Is
signed or 8 court order issued, the record
should be updated to reflect the manner of
removel ot that time.

B. Actions or Conditions Associsted With
Child;; Rmm:ml (Indicate all that apply with:

IJ“.

Physical AanI!eged or substantiated
physical abuse, injury or maltreatment of the
child by & person responsible for the child’s
welfsre, .

Sexual Abuse—Alleged or substantiated
sexusl abuse or exploitstion of a child by a.
person who is responsible for the child's
welfare.

Negiect—Alleged or substantiated

gligant treatment or maitreatment,
including faiture to provide adequete food,

ing, sheiter or care.

Jooho! Abuse (Paront}-Princi
caretaker’s compulsive use of a i that is
not of & temparary nature.

.Drug Abuse (,Pumnt}-w?nndpa! caretaker’s
mpuisi\rauseofdmgs thatis notofa. - -

- tem :
A cabol Aimse (Child)}—Child’s

compulsivé use of or need for alcohol. This
clement should include infants sddicted at

. birth.

Drug Abuse {Child—Child's cnmp.l!-srm
- use of or need for narcotics, This slement
should include infants sddicted at-birth.
Child’s Dissbility—Clinicsl diagnosis by a
ualified professional of one or more of the -
fuliﬂwmg. Mental retardation; emotional
g:m% spu;iﬁti:gihmi-:;ng dimbrhg: l
oaring, s or sight irnpeirment; physica
disabifity; or ather chinically diagnosed
handicep. Include only if lha disability(ies)
was at least one of the factors which led 1o
the child’s removal.

Child’s Behavior Problem-—Behavior in the
school and/or community that adversely
affects socialization, leamning, growth, and
moral development. These may include
adjudicated or nonadjudicated child behavior
problems. This would include the child’s
running away from heme or other placement,

Death of Parent{sj—Family stress or
inability to care for child dus to desth of a
parent or caretaker.

Incarveration of Parent{sj—Temponry or
permanent placement of a parent or caretaker
in jail that adversely affects care for the child.

Caretaker’s Inability to Cope Due to lliness
or Uther Reasons-—Physical or emotional
illness or disabling condition adversely
affecting the caretaker’s ability to care for the
child.

- Absndonment--Child lefi alone or with
others; caretaker did not return or make
whereabouts known,

Relinquishment—Farani(s). in writing,
essigned the physical and legal custody of
the child to the agency, for the purpose of
havmg the child adopted.

te Housing—Housing fecilities
were substandard, overcrowded, unsafo or
‘otherwise inadequate resulting in their not

being appropriate for the parents snd child
I& reside together. Also includes
homelessnass.

" V. CQurrent Plocement Setting**

A, Identify the type of setting in whi{:h the
child currently lives,

Pro-Adoptive llome—A bume 1n whichme
family Intends to adopt the child. The family
may or may not be receiving a foster care
payment or an adoption subsidy on behaif of
the child.

FPoster Parnily Home {Relative)—A licensed
or ublicensed kome of the child's relatives
ragarded by the State ae 8 foster care thmg
arrangernent for the child.

Poster Family Home (Non-Relative}—A

licensed foster family home regarded by the
Stato a2 a foster care living arrangement.

Group Home—A licensed or approved
kome providing 24-hour care for children is
2 smail group setting that generally has from

-seven tn twelve children.

Institation~A child care facility aperated
by # public or private agency and providing
34»hmr care and/or troatment for children
who require séparation from their own
homes and group living ex; >e. These
facilities may include: Child care
institutions; residential treatment facilities;
maternity homes; etc.

Supervised Indepondent Living—An
alternative transitiona Hving
where the child is under the supervision of

‘the agency but without 24 hour adult

sapervision, is recaiving financial support

-from the child welfars a &:ﬂcy, end-isina
- setting which provides nity for -

increased responsibility for

Runaway—The chiid hes mn sway from
the foster care setting.

Trial Home Visit—The ch:id basheen in s
foster caro placement. but, under State
agency supervision, bus been returned to the

caretaker for a limited and
specified period of time.

B, Is current placensnt setting out of_smza?

“Yes” indicates that the current placement
setting is located outside ai the state making
the report.

“Na” indlcates that the child continues to
reside within the state making the report.

Note: Only the state with placement and
care responsibility for the child should
include the child in this reparting system.

V1. Most Recent Case Plan Goal®**

Indicate the most recent case plax goal for
the child based on the latest review of the
child's case plsn—whether a court review or
an administrative review. }f the child has
been in cams jess than six months, sater the
goal in the case record as detsrmined by the
casaworker,

~Reunify With Parents or Principai
Camtaker{s)-The goat {8 16 keop the child in
foster care for a limited time o enable the
agancy 1o work with the family with whom
the child had been living prior lo entering
foster care in order 1o reestablish @ stable
family eavironment.

Live With Gther Ralatives—The goal is to
have the child live permanently with a
relative or relatives other than the ones from

. whom the chiid was removed. This could

include gnardianship by a refative(s],

AdoptionThe goal s to facilitata the
child’s adoption by relatives, foster parents
or other unrelated Individuals,

Long Term Foster Care—Becguse of
specific factors or conditions, it is not
approprigte or possible (o return the child
kame or place her or him for aduptior, and.
the goal is to maintain the child in a long
tersn foster care placement,

Emencipation—Because of-specific factors
oz conditions, it is not appropriate or
possible to return the child home, bave s
child live permanently with a relative or
have the child be adopted; therefora, the goal
5 to maintain the child in & foster carve
settmg until the child reaches the age of
majority.

Gwdmship««'rhe goal is to facilitate the
¢hiid’s piacernent with an agency or
unrelated caretaker, with whom he or she
was not iiving prior to entering foster care,
and whom 8 coust of competent jurisdiction
has designated as Jegal guardian.,

Case Plan Goal Not Ynt Established—No

‘case plaa goal has yot besn estsblished other

then the care and protection of the child.
VIL Principal Caretaker(s) Information

A. Caretaker Family Structure—Setect from
the four altemnatives—married couple,
unmarried couple, single female, single
male--the category which best describes the
type of adult ceretaker{s) from whom the
child was removed for the current foster care

Enter “Unable to Determine” if the
child has been shandoried or the child's
caratakers are otherwise unknown,

8. Year of Birth—Enter the year of birth for
up to twe carotakers. If the response to data

-etament VIL A—Caretaker Family Structure,

was 1 or 2, enter data for two caretakers. i
the respanse was 3 oz 4, enter data only for

- the firet caretaker. If the exact year ofbirth -
is unknown, enter an estimnated yesr of birth,
Viit, Perental Rights Termination '

Enter the month, day and year that the
cenirt terminated the parental rights. H the -
parents are known lo be deceased, enter the
date of death.

IX. Pamily Foster Home-Parent(s} Data

Provide information only if data element in
Section V., Part A, CURRENT PLACEMENT
SETTING 51,2, 0r 3. _

A. Foster Family Structure—Select from
the four alternatives-—married couple,
uamarried couple, single female, single
male—the category which best describes the
nsture of the foster parents with whom the
child is Hiving in the current foster care
episode,

B. Yoar of Birth—Enter the year of birth for
up to two foster pavents. If the response lo
data element I%. A~Foster Family Structore,
was 1 or 2, enter data for twe caretakers, if
the résponse was 3 or 4, enter data oaly for
the first carstaker, If the exact year of birth
is unknown, enter an estimated year of binh.

€. Race--See instructions snd definitions
under dats element ILC Indicate the race!
origin for each of the foster parent(s).

D, Hispanic Crigin—See instructions and
definitions under data element LD, Indicaste
the race/origin for each of the foster parentis}.
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X Ovtcome Informaticn

Enter data only for children who have
exited foster care during the teporting period.
A. Date of Discharge From Foster Care™*—
Enter the menth, day and year the child was
discharged from foster care. If the child has
net heen di d from care, Ipave blank.

“Frangaction Date**—A computer
generated date which accurately indicates the
menth, day and year the response (0 “Date
of Dischnrge from Foster Care™ was mtered
ints the information system

B, Reason for Disc!

Reunification With ?amnts or Primary
Caretakers--The child was returned to his ox
her principal caretakeris)' home.

Living With Other Relatives—The child
went 1o live with a relative other than the one
from whose homehe or she was removed.

Adoption—The child was legally adopted.

Emancipation—The child reached majority
acoording to State law by virtue of age,

| InaFTiage, e,

Guardianship—-Permanent custody of the
child was awarded o an individua.

Transfer to Another Agency—
Responsibility for the care of the child was
awarded 1o another agency—either in or
outside of the State,

Runaway—The child ran awsy from the
foster care placement. .
Dieath of Chitd—The child died while in

foster care,

X1. Source{s) of Federal Support/ Assistance
for Child {Indicate alf That Apply With a
wqey

Title IV-H {Foster Care}«-—Titia 1V-E foster
care maintenance dpaymants wre being paid on
behalf of the chil

Title [V-£ {Adoption Subsidy}—Title IV-E
adoption subsidy is being paid on behelf of .
the child who is in ar adoptive home, but the
adoption has not been: legalized.

Title IV-A {Aid to Families With -
Dependent Children}—Child is living with
relative(s} whose source of suppert is an

AFDC payment for the child.

Title IV-D {Child 8a }~Child support
funds are being ?aid to the State ncy un
behalf of the child by assignment
receiving parent.

Title KI}( {(Medicaid}~Child is eligible for
and may be receiving assistence under title

X

C!zsfj or Other Social Semrimct lil:neﬁww
itd is receiving support u title XVIor

other Social S”;cunsrity Act titles not included

in this section.

None of the Above~Child is receiving
support oaly from the State or from some
other source {Federal or non-Federsl) which
is aot indicated above.

Fpendu B to Part 1335—Adoption Data

Elements

Section I-Adoption Dato Elements
L General information

A, Srate :
B. Report Pate ___ {mo.) . {day)

___f{yr}
€2 Record Number -
D Did the State Agency Have any
Involverment in This Adopuon?
Yes: 1
No: 2
11. Child’s Demographic !nfonnation

A.Date of Birth ___{mo) __{day)
e fyr}

B Sex

Male: 1

Female: 2

€, Race/Origin

1. Race

White: 1

Black: 2

American Indian/Alaskan Native: 3

Asian/Pacific Islander: 4

Unable to Determine: 5

2. Hispanic Ongm

Yes:1

Na: 2

Unable to determine: 3

I, iai Needs Status

A. Has the State child welfare agency
determined that this child has special
needs?

Yes: 1

Nee2

8. If yes, indicate the primary basis for
dse&rmiamg that this child bas speciai
I+l

Rama!f()rkgmal Background: 1

Age: 2

Membership in & Sibling to be
Placed for Adoption Together: 3

Medical Conditions or Mensal, Physical or
Emotienal Disabilities: 4

Other: 5

1. i Il B was “4," indicate with a *1” the
type(s) of disability{ies)

Mentall Retardation

Visuslly or Hearing impaired

Physically Disabled ____

Emotionaily Disturbod {DSM {DSM 1)

Ciher Medically Diagnosed C:mdu.inn

Requiring Special Care
IV. Birth Parents

A. Year of Birth

Mother, Hkaown

Father iP-n!atm or begall ifknown

" 12 Was the mother married a:theﬁmeof _

* the child’s birth?
Yes: 1

N 2

Uinable to Determine: 3

V. Court Actions
A_ Dates of Termination of Parental Rights
Mother __, (mo.} . (day) ___ {yr.}
Father ___{mo.} ... __(day) ....0yr)

B. Date Adoption Legalized ___(mo.)
Adey) Gy}

Vi. Adoptive Parents
A, Family Structure
Marvied Couple: 1
Unroarried Couple: 2
Single Femnale: 3
Single Male: 4
B. Year of Birth
Mother (if Applicable)

Father (if Applicable)

& Race/Origin

1. Adoptive Mother's Race (if Applicable)

White: 1

Black: 2

Americen IndianfAlaskan Native: 3

Asian/Pacific Islander: 4

Unable to Determine: §

2. Hispanic Origin of Mother (3f
Applicable)

Yes: 1

No: 2

{nable to Determine: 3

3. Adoptive Father’s Race (If Applicable)
Whiter 1

Black: 2

American Indian/Alaskan Native: 3
Asian/Pacific Islander: 4

Unable to Determine: 5

4. Hispanic Origin of Father {Ifhpphcable}

Yes: 1
Na: 2
Unable to Determine: 3
D. Relationship ofAduptive Farent(s) to
the Child {indicate with a 1" all that
apply}
Steppareni
Gther Relative of Child by Birth or
. Marriage .-
Faster Pareat of Chiid
Non-Relative
Vil. Placement Information
A. Child Was Placed From
Within State: 1
Another State: 2
Another Country: 3 :
B. Child Was Placed by .
Public Agency: 1
Private Agency: 2
TFribal Agency: 3
Independent Person: 4
Birth Parent: 5
VHI. Federsl/State Financial !sdnptmn
Support
A s a monthly Rnancisl subsidy being
paid for this child?
Yes: 1
- Nor2
B. 1f yes; the monthly amount .. ..
| I VIE A is yes, is the subsidy paid
under Title IV-E adoption assistance?

Yes: 1
No: 2

Section ll—Definitions of Instructions for
Adoption Datg Elements

HReparting population
The State must report on all children who

are sdopted in the State during the reporting
period and in whose sdoption the State title

IV-B/IV-E sgency bas had any involvement.

All adoptions which occurred on or after
October 1, 1994 and which meet the criteria
set forth in this regulation must be reported,
Failure to report on adoptions will
result in penaities being assessed. Reports on
all other adoplions ate encouraged but are
voluntary. Therefore, reports on the
following are mandated:

{a) All children adopted who had been in
foster care under the responsibility and cara
of the State child welfars agency and w
waere subseguent] whether special
needs or not and whether subsidies are
provided or not;

{b} All special needs children who were
adopted in the State, whether or not they
were in the public foster care system prior to
their adoption snd for whom non-recuiring
expenses were reimbursed; and

) All children adopted for whom an
adoptmn assistance payment or service is
being tgmwdﬂd based an arrangaments made
by or through the Stats agency.

These children must be identified by
apswering “ves' to data element L1
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Childrer who are reported by the State, but
for whom there has rot besn any State
involvement, and whose reporting, therefore,
has not been mandated, are identified by
answering “no’ to element L.D.

1. General Information

A. State—U.S. Postal Service two letter
abbreviation for the State submitting the
report.

B. :Ispcm Date—The last month and the
year lor the reporting period.

€. Record the:_p';ga sequential
number which the State uses to transmit data
to the Department of Health and Human
Services {DHHS), The record number cannot
be linked to the child except st the State or
local level. -

D, Did the State Agency Have Any
Involvement in This Adeption? .

indicate whether the State Title IV-B/1V-
E agency had any involvement inthis
adoption, that is, whether the sdopted child
belongs to one of the following categorios:

= A child who had been in Toster care
- under the responsibility and care of the State
child welfare agency and who was
subsequently adopted whether special needs
or not and whether a subsidy was provided '
or not;

+ A speciai needs child who was adopted
in the State, whether or not he/she was in the
public {oster care gystem prior t0 his/her
" adoption end for whom non-recurring
expenses were reimbursed; or

» A child for whom an sdoption assistance
payment or service is being provided based:
on arrangements made by or through the
State agency.. ;

H. Child’s Demographic Information

A. Dato of Birth—Month and year of the
child’s birth. H the child was abandoned or
the date of birth is otherwise unknown, enter
ana : sl date of bisth,

B. Sex—Indicate as a iate.

C. Race/Origin. P

1. Rece—In gonersl, & person's race is
determined by how others define them or by
how they define themselves. In the case of
young children, parents determine the race of
the child :

While—A person of Buropean, North
African, ar Middle Baster origin.

Black--A person whoss ancestry is any of
the black racial groups of Africa.

" American Indian/Alaskan Native—A
person whose ancestry is North American,
and whe maintains tribal affiliation or is so
recognized in the community, .

Asian/Pacific Islander—A person whose
origin is the Far Fast, Southeas? Asia, the
Indian sub-continent, or the Pacific Islands.
‘This includes for example, China, India,
Japan, Kores, the Philippine Islands, Sarioa
and Viemam.

Unabie to DetesTrine-—The specific race
category is “iinabla to Determing’’ because
the child is very young or s severely |
disabled and no other person is svailshle to
identify the child’s race.

2. Hispanic Origin—Answer “yes” if the
child is a Mexican, Puerte Rican, Cuban,
Central or South American person, or person
of other Spanish cultural erigin mgardﬁ:!ess of
Tace, W ornota is Hispanic is
determinod by how others define them or by

bow they define themselves, In the case of
young children, parents determine the race of
the child. “Unable to Determine” is used
because the child is very young o is severely
disabled and no other person is available te
determine whether or not the child is
Hispanic, .

I, Special Neads Status

A. Has the State Agency Determined That
the Child has Special Needs?

Usa the State definition of special needs as
if pertains to a child eligible for an adoption
subsidy under title IV-E.

B, Primary Factor or Condition for Special
Needs—Indicate only the primary factor or
condition for categorization as special needs
and only as it is defined by the State.

Racial/Original Background--Primary
econdition or factor for special needs is-racialf
ariginal background as

Age—Primary [actor or condition for
special needs is age of the child as defined
by the State.

Membership in & Sibling Group to be
Placed for Adoption Together—FPrimary
factor or condition for special needs is
membership in a sibling group ss defined by
the Stafe.

Medical Conditions of Mental, Physical, or
Emotional Bisabilisies—Primary factor or
condition for special needs is the child's
medical condition as defined by the Stale,
but clinically diagnosed by a quealified
professional. .

When this is the response to question B,
then item 1 below must be answered.

1. Types of Disabilities—Data are only to
be entered if response to HLB was “4.”
Indicate with a 1" the types of disabilities.

Mental Retardation—Significantly
subaverage genersl cognitive and metor
functioning existing concumently with
deficits in adaptive behaxior manifested
during the developmental peried that
adversely sffect a child’s/vouth's
socialization and leamning,

Visually or Hearing Impaired—Having a
visual impairment that may significantly
affect educational performance or
development; or 2 ing impairment,
whether permanent or fuctuating, that
adversely affects educational performance.

Physically Disabled—#a ghysical condition
that adversely affects the child's day-to-day
motor functioning, such 2s cersbral palsy,
spina bifida, muitiple scierusis, orthopedic
impairments, and other physical disabilities,

Emotionally Distur {D5M HI—A
cendition exhibiting one or more of the
following characteristics over a long period
of time and to a marked degree: An inability
10 build or maintain satisfactory
mnterpersonal relationships: inappeopriste
typos of behavior or feelings under normat
circumstances; a general pervasive mood of
unhappiness or depression; or a tendency to
develop physical symptoms or fears
associated with personal probiems. The termn
includes persons who are schizophrenic or
autistic. The tenm does not include persons
who are socially maladiusted, unless it is
determrined that they are 2lso seriously
emotionally disturbed. Disgnosis is based on
the Diagnostic and Statistical Manval of
Mental Disorders {Third Edition} (DSM M) or
the most recent edition,

fined by the State.

Other Medically Diagnosed Conditions
Requiring Special Care—Conditions other
than those neted sbove which require special
medical care such as chronie iinesses.
Included are children disgnosed as HIV

positive or with AIDS.

iV, Birth Parents

A. Year of Birth-—Enter the year of birth for
both parents, if known. i the child was
shandoned and no information was avsilable
on oither one or both parents, leave Blank for
the parent{s} for which se information was
available, i -

B. Was the Mother Married at the Time of
the Child's Binth? E .

- Indicate whether the mother was matried
a1 time of the child™s birth; include commaon
taw marriags if legal in the State. If the child
was sbandoned and no information was
available on the mother, enter “Unable to
BDetermine.”

V. Coust Actions

A. Dates of Termination of Parental
Rights—Enter the month, day and yeer that
the court terminated parental rights. If the
parents are known to be deceased, enter the
date of death.

B, Date Adaption Legalized—Enter the date
the court issued the finai adoption decree.

Vi Adoptive Parents

- A. Family Structure—Select from the four
ajternatives—married couple, unmasried .
couple, singls female, single male~—the
category which best describes the nature of
the adoptive parent(s) mily structare, -

B. Year of Birth—Enter the year of birth for
up to two adoptive parents. H the résponse
10 data element IV.A—Family Structure, was

1 0r 2, enter data for two parents, if the -
‘sesponse was 3 or 4, enter data only for the

appropriate parent, If the exact year of binh
is unknown, enter an estimated year of birth.

C. RacefOrigin—Sea instructions and
definitions under data element ILC. Indicste
the race/origin for each of the adoptive
parentls). ;

1. Relationship to Adoptive Parent{s}—
Indiczate the prior relationshipls) the child
had with the adoptive parentis).

Stepparent—Spouse of the child's birth
muother or birth father, )

Other Relative of Child by Birth or
Marriage—A relative through the birth

" parents by blood or marriage.

Foster Parent of Child—Child was placed
in & non-relative foster family home with a
family which later adopted him or her. The
initial placerent could have been for the
purpose of adoption or for the purpose of
foster care.

Nou-Relative-—Adoptive parent fis into
none of the calegories above.

Vil Placement Information

A. Child Was Placed From: [ndicate the
location of the individual or agency that had
custody or responsibility for the child at the
time of initiation of adoption proceedings.

Within State—Responsibility fos the child
resided with an individual or agency within
the State filing the report.

Ancther Stale—Responsibility for the child
resided with an individual or agency in’
another State or territory of the United States
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Asother Country—Immediately prior to tha
adoptive placement, the child was residing in
another country and ws #ot & citizen of the
{'nited States.

B, Child Was Placed By: Indicate the
mdmdusl or agency which placed the child
for adoption.

Publit: Agency-A unit of State or loca!
government,

Private Agency--A For-profit or non-profit
agency of ingtitution,

Tribal Agency—A unit within one of the
Federally recognized Indian Tribes or Imixan«
Tribal Orgenizations.

independent Person--A doctor, a lawyer or
some other individual.

Birth Parent-—The parentis) placed the
child directly with the Adeptive parent{s],
Vill. State/Federal Adoption Support

A. Is The Child Recmvang a Monthly
Bubsidy?

Ente*r “yes™ if this child was adepted with
an adeption assimnca ement under
which: {1} regu o5 {Foderat msme}
are paid; (2} zlw child is etigible for services
- "under tittes XOX or XX; or {3} Federal or State

-funds are made available for other types of - -

assistance ot services [inciuding the non-— - -
reCcusTing cosls of adeption], .

B, Monthly Ammmtw&ndicate the mc}zthly :

* amount of the subsidy. The amount of the .
subsidy should be rounded to the nearest”
doltar: Indicate "0 if the subsidy inciudes
waly bepefits under titles XIX: o XX of the
Social Security Act.

C. U VIHLA is " Yes,” is Child Receivm,g
‘Title IV-E Adoption Subsidy?

B VIHLA i “yes,” indicate whether the -
sxz%mi:iy is slatmed by the State for

t under title V-E. Do not

m(:luda titie IV-E non-tecurring costs in this
item,

: Appmdm L to Part 1355—-—B]sclromc Data
‘Fravsmission Format -

All AFCARS data to-be sent from State
ian fribes to the Department are

to be in electronic form. In order to most this

general specification, the Bepartment will
offer as much flexibility as possible, i
Technical assistance will be provided to

te o method of transmission best
suited to the States” environment.

There will be four semi-annual electronic

. date transmissions frors the States to the
Adminiztration for Children-and Families
{ACF). The Summery Submission File, one
each for Foster Care and Adoption, and the
Petail Submission File, one vach for Foster
Care and Adoption. The Summary File must
be transmitted £rat, followed immediately by
the Detal! Fils, See appendix D for Foster
Care and Adoption Deteil and Summary’
record fayout formats.

TFhere are four methads for electronic data
exchangs curently opemting for other
Bepartmental progroms of ¢ shmilar nature.
These methods are: (1} MITRON tape-to-tape

transfer, (2} mainframe-to-mainframe dats

trensfer, (3} (ﬁersonalmputer {PCio

mainframe datn transmission wsing a data
trensfer protocol, and {4) & personal
tomputer t© personal computer profocol. A
general description of these methods §s
provided below:

1. MITBON, Tape-to-Tape Date Transmission

In order to use the MITRON system, both
tha sender and receiver magt have MITRON
equipment {tape drive and main unit and -
software, The MITRON system is cepabie of

- handling a large volume of data it js limited

to one reel of tapa per transmission session.

- {H the data quantity exceeds one tape, &

header/trailer record reust be placed on each
Eﬁsu:al tape oo, .} These are standard 2400
lapes, using standerd labels. The tape

density is Himited to the 16800 'bits per inch
{bpi} spac:ﬁm(m :
2. Moinframeto-Mainframe

‘The ACF has instailed s mainframe-to-
mainfiame datg exchangs sysfem using the
Sterling Softwars date transfer called
“SUPERTRACS." This packege will allow
data exchange hetween most compuler
platfors {bmh minal and mmnﬁ-ﬂme) and the
Bepartment's.mainfrazoe in a dial-up mode.
No sdditicnal soBware is needed by the
ternote compster site beyond wial the
Pepartiment will supply, This method has
praven effective for small to mederate
amounts (100 to 5,000 records] of data.

3. ?-wanmw File ‘mms}hr Between PC and
Mainfrome

T;:s meth‘;d nses th:}S!MPE su&wzmm
on the personal computer ang the

gz:n ngx:inﬁam& softwarg wilihe |
ided by the t. ‘This method is
m:ted for srall to moderate {100 1o

%,000} records transmissions. The advantages

of Electronic File Transfor are the elimination

of tapes and associated problems and the

advantage of antomatic record thecking

during the transmisvion session. K a Smtfsié A

currently maintsining the AFCARS datzon a
personal computer and is unable to
download and upload 1o its mainframe,
Electronic File Transfer is an appwp:nsm
transmission mechanism.

4. Personal Computer to Pa:scanai Computer-
‘This method uses the SIMPC software

puackage on the sending personsl computer
and the receiving personal computer. The
software will be pmwded by tha Department.
This method is best suited for smaalt to
raoderate {3108 to 5,000} records
{ransmissions. The advaniages of Electronic
File Transler are the elimination of tapes an
assoctated problems and the advantage of
autoinatic record checking during the
transmnission segsion, ¥ & State is currently
mmta:nm%tha AFCARS data on a personal
compaiter, the personal computer to personal
computer ttanster is an appropriste
transmission mechanism,

In conjunclion with De tal stafl,
State agencies and Indian Tribes should -
review thelr resources and ssloct the system
that will best suit their data trensmission
nesds, Over time, State agencies and Indian
‘Fribes can change their transmission
methods, pravided that proper natzﬁ;:ation iz
provided.

Regardless of the electronic data
transmission methedology selected, certain
eriterig must be met by the State agencies and
Indizn Tribes: :

- {1} Recurds must be written- wsmg ASCH-
standard character format. |

{2} Al elements must be t:m’npnsad of
integer [numeric} value(s). Elerent chavacter
length specifications refer to the maximam -
number of numeric values permlzted for that
tlement. See appendix D, >

{3} AY records must be o fixed length. The
Foster Care Detailed Data Elements Record is
139 characters long and the Adoption
Detailed Data Elements Record ia 71
characters long. The Fester Care Summary
{}ata Elements Record and the Adoption

" Summary Data Eléments Rword areeach 172
haractars

£
(4} A}l Sfates snd Indian Tribes must |

“inform the Department, in wiriting, of the

method of transfer they intend to use.

Appendix I to Part 1355—Foster Care and
Adoption Record Layouts *

A. Foster Care
1. Foster Care. Serni -Anzil Dem:ied Datx

~ Eloments Racord

& The record will consist of 65 data
elements, o
b. Duta must be supplied for vach of the

- glements in accordancs with these .

instroctions: -

F1L AL dsta rmust be nwneric Enter the
sppropridte value for each elemont,

{2} Bater date valaes in year, monthand
day order {YYMMDD), e.., 890122 for )
Tanudry 22; 1989 or year and month (YYMM}
order, ¢.g., 8901 for fanuary 1959, ¥ dates.are
ot dpplicable, leave the element value
blask.

{3} For elements 1115, 26—40, and 5885,
which are *'select all that apply” elements,
enter a “1” for each element that applies,
enter a zere for non-applicable elements,

{4) Transaction Date—is a computer
generated date indicating when the datum
{Hioments 21 or 55} is entored into the State's
antometed information system,

{5) Report the status of el children in

d - foster care as of the last day of the reporting

period. Also, provide data for all childrea
whia were discharged from foster care 8t any
tirne during the reporting period. or in the
previous reporting period, i not previousty
reporied,

. Foster Care Semi-Antual Detailed E}ata
Blements Record Layout follows:

. No. of
Element No, | APpendix A data Dala element description urBaric
element characters
T LA, State 2
G2 18. Report period ending date ... 4
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. HNg. of
Eloment No, | APPeRdix A data fata element description igiade
- characters
03 LC. Local Agency FIPS code (county or equivalent jusisdiction) .. 5
04 ... w§ DL csiccsiren s | BecORd number ..., &
a5 .. £ 1 AR . | Date of most recsnt ;Jemdtc review {af applicable) ... 53
B8 s | A e | Date of birth g i &
67 .18, Sex .. : 3
08 coooannr MO esans F%ace E 1
09l SRR e el ﬂtspam: origin im 1
10 ~ PRD. Has this child been cfinically diagnosed as having dlsawrty{:es} e 4]
Indicata sach type of disabllity of tha shild wlsb @ "4 for slements 1—-15 and a s
for disabliities that do not apply.
HD1a Mental retardation 1
BOb, . Visually or hearing Impaired - %
#D1c . Prysically dISBDIB0 ...oiviorrasesssssrssramiassarisensisiss i swviassnniors sviithinany anssss oms pror sais 3
LDt Emotionally disturbed {DEM K ... ]
10.1e %rmedbaﬂydagws&dmmmsuwatm H
HLE.L, #ag this child aver been adopted . H
HE2, if yes, how oid was the child when the adoption was legstzed? b
ULAT. Date of first removal from home ... -
HLAZ. . Total number of remevals from herme to date . R 2
BLA3 Date child was discharged from last foster m epmada af agphcable) ........................ P 8
HLAAL. ... | Date of fatest removal from home ... S N ; 5
AL, s e | Bomoval ransaction date &
BT, ... Date of placemert in cutrent foster care seiting ........ et e B 5
HB2 ... Number of previous placement settings during t“us remowal epssoda e bkt s 2
Manner of removal from home for current placement episode .. 1

REBT2BE

| Date of discharge trom fostes care
. | Foster care dischargab'aﬁsamandata

. { Out of State placement

% Caretaker family structure
. § Year of birth {1st principal carstaker)

| Date of legal or putative father's parenta rights fermination u! apgmma}

Hisparic origin of 1st foster camam S

. | Title iV-E (Adoption Assistance)

| 51 or other Social Security Act beraits ...
. | None of the above

Actions or conditions associated with child’s removal: Indicate with a3 “1" for ob
ments 26-48 and a zero for conditions that do not appiy
Physical abuse {aflegedieported) ... cesvstanas T : B—
Sexuat abuse {@llegedireportad) . .
Neglect (allegedireported) ;
Algoho! abuse (parenty
Drug abuse {parent)
Alcohof abuse {child}

.......

ciisability
Child's behavior PTOIEBM ..o ceans s crceascns s s senarans .
Death of parent(s)
incarcaration of parent{s)
Carataimfs mahl}try te cope due to ifness or other reasons .- i e ARG P R

ansden

et

Current placement seiting

Most recent case plan goal S,

Year of birth {2nd principal caretaker—if apphcabia)
Date of mother's parental rights termination (if apphcabie

Foster family struclure
Year of birth {1st foster caretaker) :
Year of binth {2nd foster caretaker-—i appfacab(e) S
Aace of Tst foster carataker .. .

Race of 2nd foster caretaker {if applicable)

Hisparic origin of 2nd foster caretaker (if appiicable) ........

Reason for discharge

Sources of Federal support/assistance for chiid; indicate wlm a 1" for ol ﬂamta 5&«
84 and & zero for sources that do not apply.

Title IV-N {Foster Care)

Title IV—A (Aid to Families With Dependert Children)
Titte (V-0 {Child Support) ...
Title XX (Medicaid) ..o

Total characters |

s A n e b s b e s

o BIEN am e wd wk BE P et DR 0 R BD ok sk wd ko ek mth ol ok et b ek sk sk ek ok b

Lo e
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X
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" 2. Foster Care Serai-Aanual Summary Data computing the susmary values for Elements [1} Enter the appropriste value for each

Elemenis Record 1 and 3-22. Blement fi is the semi-annusl . slement, ; _
report period ending date. In calculating the {2) Fur all elements where the total is zero,
. The recordwill consist 0£22 dita age range for the child, the last day of the enter a numeric zero, ;
slements. £3) Bater date values in your, month order

rting period ie to b vsed,
goi)ata must be supplied for each of the
slements iz accordance with these

The values for these data elements ame

{(YYMM], 2.2, 9112 for December 1991,
genesated by processing all records in the &

c. Foster Care Semi-Anpual Summary Data”

sermd-annual detailed dats tadsmission and  instructions: Elements Record Layout follows:
: ’ N, of char-
Elsment No. Summary data fle astars
NUITDBE DF TBOOMIS oot omans eaeas e e eee st ssbae s S ees e b5 e onre s em e st e s bt oneae s e e e e se e sttt eem e s s
Report period ending dae {YYMME st s sstassssesisesiee s o
Children in care under 1 year A S :
Children in care § yaar Old e e e e

Chiidren in care 2 years oid
Children in care 3 years oid .,
Children in care 4 years oid .
Children in case 5 years old .........
Children in care 6 years old S
Childrenincare 7 years ol ..o s

Chiltdren i care 8 vears old
Children in care 9 years oid ...
Children in care 10 years oid v.ovoveeeceecoeecens
Children in care 14 years ofd ..
Children in care 12 vears cid
'} Children in care 13 years oid
Children in care 14 years oid’
Criidren in cars 15 years alg
Children in care 18 years old
Children in care 17 years old
Childran in care 18 years old
[ Children in cara over 18 years old .

WDRNROO RO DM EE TSR

172

8. Adopﬂ'bﬁ
1. Adoption Semi-Annusl Detatled Data Eiemnts Remrd

2. The record will consist of 37 data elements.

b. Bata mast bo supphied for each of the elements in m.mrt!am:e with-these mstmc.tmns

€1} Eater the appropriats value for each element,

2} Enter daie veloes in year, month and day order {YYMMDD), ag., 590122 for Januury 22, 1889 or yous gnd month [YYMM)
erdem X [.3 8991 for January 1989. i detes are not applicable, leave the eloment value blank, .

or elements 11~15 end 79-32 which sre “select all thal apphy” eiements enter o y

a ;era fcr non-sppiicable elemonts, :
Adaoption Semi-Annun} Detsiled Data Elements Record Layout follows:

for each slement that applies; enter

. : No. of
Eloment No. | APPINdix B data Data element descriptiors ntrmeric
; characters
53/ LA, State .. 2
02 Repcm peraod endmg date . 4
03 . Record number é
A= N State Agency mw!vemnt %
05 . Date of birth 4
[ 7 Sex 1
o7 . Race 1
08 .. ATSPEG OTOIRY . ciiwsai bt o oo vta st i S L e e i 1
0s . Has the State Agency determined that this child has S;}emal needs ]
1. Primary basis for special needs ... vimesesniion 1
indicate a primary basis of speciat nesds with o 1" tor ‘lemants 1115, Entor a rero
for specinl neads that do not apply.

1 e | LB A Mental retardation 1
2. L #BAD. . Vigually or heanng Inpaired ... e ]
el e Bt . Physically disabled . 1
14 .. Hea . . | Emotionally distirbed {DSM 117} . ; 1
%5 HBle . « { Other medically diagnosed cmdmcn raqmmg specaai care . 1
G .. WAL . Mother's year of bitth ?
17 NA2 Father's (Putative or legall ysar of birth .. 2
b W.B. .. Was the mother married at tima of chéid's b&rth 1
19 .. VAL, Gate of mother's termination of parental rghts .............. 8
2G . VAL {rate of fathers termination of paren!ai rights g
2% V.8, . .. | Dxate adoption legatized 8
2z VLA - . | Adoptive parents By STUCTUID .riisiir oot e sae s ins 1
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No. of
Appendbe 8 dalg o
Elgrnent MNo. Data stement descripion rmumeric
. BleRRuR _ .

Mother's year of birth Gf apphcabie}
Father's year of birth (f applieable)
Adoptive rother's race (i appicable)
Hispanie orgin mother (i applicable)
Adoptive father's race if appicabie}
Hispanic onigin father 6f applicatie)
Indicate sach. type of relationship of adopiive parsnt{s) to the child with a *1" for eia-
- ments 2932, Enter 3 m torm!aﬂonships that do nof apply beiow.

e . = ]

Stepparent

Othar reiative of chiid by birth or mariage .
Fostar parent of chile ...
OWW

Ishsdmidmmamsysm

H\Fﬁsaﬁ“m What is the runthiy

W VHE i “yes.” hmchddmemmﬂe}\hﬁmm
Tataiahmete:s

HEHEBR2BY

;\jwm»&«t-&-&—a.—s»

2, Adoption Sﬁm-ﬁmrzml Sumzmry Breta Elernents Record

&, The record will cansist of 22 data elements.

‘The values for these dota elements are genereted by processing afl records In the seraf-aanual detmia{i data transm:ssian aml
computing the summary values for Elements 1 snd 3-22. Klement 2 is the semi-anmual report period endiag date. In calculating
the age range for fhe child; the last day of the reporting period Is to be used. :

1. Dats must be supplizd for each of the elements in acccm!ame with zhem mstructions:

{1} Bntor the. appmptiam valve for each elerren,

. {2} For all clements whens the totel Is zero, enier & pumeric zev.

{3} Buter date values iv yaar, month order YYMM], g, 0112 Em Blecombar 1251,

e Adoption Semi-Annnil Summary Data
Elements Record Layont follows:

Slament No. ; Summary data fle : ' No. of char-

Mugnber of mcords o
Rapan pericd ending cate (YYMM] ... =

Children adepted Under 1 year Gid h
Children adoptad 1 year oid
Children adopted 2 years ofd
Children adoptad 3 years okd i
Children adopted 4 years oid
Chitdren adopted § years oid
Childran adopted § years ofd ...
Children adopted 7 years oid
Children adopied 3 years oid
Chiidren adogted S yeors oid
Ghiliren adopted 10 years oid
[ Children adopted 11 years old
Children adopted 12 years old
Chiidren adopted 13 years okl
Chilcren adopted 14 years oki

oo oo O 0 £ 42 D0 40 GO 00 O3 08 G0 B3 OB 00 GO 40 50 & 0B

Chikdren adopted 15 years old
Chidren adopted 16 years old
Chirdren adoptad 17 years old
Chiidren adopted 18 years oid
Children adopted over 18 years oid
Record Langth 172
Appendix E to Part 1355--Hata Staxdards pro\.aisioaz destription.} The four types of A. Foster Care
All datn submissions will be evalusted o 2$38SImSnts av: . 1. Summary fata Elements Submisgion
determine the completeness sad internal i Cmnpg;i;ms of the detailed data to Standards
consistency of tha dats. Four typus of » intermal a;mm, checks of the A sammary file soust sccompany the
sesessmaents will be conducted onboth e gowujied data; - . Detailed Date Klements submission, Both
foster care and adoption. deta suhunissions. . Ana tof the siatus of missing  tronsmisziona must be sent through
‘The resuaits of these aszessments will data; end : slectronic means {see appendix C for details),

determning the applicabitlity bf the penalty « Timeliness, ap sasessment of how “This summmary will be used to verify badic’
provisions. [See § 1355.40{e} for penalty cutrent thwe submitted dela are. 24 ) y
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counts of records on the detailed dats
received,

a The summary file must be & discrete file

ta from the semi-annuel reporting
paried detailed data e, The record layout
for the summery fle is included in appendix
D. section A.2.¢. All data must be included.
1f the value for 5 numeric feld is zer0, zero
tnust bir entered.

b, The Department wil} develop a second
summary file by camputing the values fom
the detailed data fle received from the State.
The two summary files {the one submitted by
the State and the ane created during Federal
processing} will be compared, field by fiald.
i the twe files maich, further validation of
the detailed data efements will commence.
{Sea Section A.Z below.} If the twa sumsmary
files do not roatch, we will essume that there

. has been an error in transmission and will
request 4 retransmission from the State
within 24 hours of the time the State has
been notified. In addition, s log of these
ocourrences will ba kept as 5 means of
cateloging problems and offering suggestions
on improved procedures.

2. Detailed Dats File Submission Standards

a. Internal Conzsistoncy Valldatidns,
Internal consistency vaiidations involve
eveluating thy logical relstionships between

. data elemonts in » detalled record. For
example, 8 child canaot bo discharged from
Foster care before he or shi has been romoved
Frozm his or her home. Thus, the Date of -
Latest Removai From Home date element
must be a date prior to the Date of Discharge.
H this is not case, an internal inconeistoncy
will be datected and an “eror” indicated in
the detailed dets file,

A number of data elements have “if
spphicable” contingency relationships with
other data slements in the detaiied rocord.
For example, if the Foster Family Structars
has only & single parent, then tha appropriate
sex of the Single Farnale/Male olement in the
“Year of Birth” end “Race/Origin™ eloments
st e compieted and the “non-applicable™
fields for these elements are o he ﬁ!]ed with
zerp's oF, for dates, jeft blank.

‘The Iaternal consistency \raizdatwns that’
will be performed on the foster care detailed
data are as follows:

{1} The Local Agency must he the connty
or 4 county equivelent unit which has

&;)onsibilaty for the case. The 3 digit
eral information Processing Standard
{FIP3) code must be uzed. :

{2] ¥ Date of Latest Removal From Home
{Element 21} is Jeus than nine months prior
1o the Report Period Ending Dats (Elerment 2}
then the Date of Most Recent Perfodic Review
{Flement 53 may be lof blask.

{3] ¥ Date of Latest Removal From Home
{Eloment 21} is greater than nine months
from Report Date (Flement 2} then tha Date
of Most Recent Periedic Review {Element 5)
must aet b more than nine months prior to
the Report Date {Blement 2).

{4] If & child is idontified as having s
disubility{ies} (Element 10), at least one Type
of Disability Condition (Elements 11~15}
rmust be indicated. Entor a zero (0) for
disabilities that do not apply.

{51 If the Tota! Number of Removals From
Home to [ate {Elemertt 10} is one {1}, the

Tate Child was Discharged From Last Foster
Care Episode {Element 20} st be blank.

{5} if the Total Number of Removals From
Home to Date {Element 197 is two or muors,
then the Date Child was Discharged From
Last Foster Care Bpisode (Elermment 20) must
not be blank,

{7} If Data Child was Discharged From Last
Foster Care Eplsode (Hlement 26} exists, then
this date must be 2 date prior to the Date of
Latest Removal From Home {Elsment 233,

8} The Dats of Latest Removal From Home
{Elornent 21) must be prior to the Date of
Blacement in Current Fostet Carp Setting
{Element 23,

{9] At least one element betwaen alements
26 end 40 rnust be answered by selecting 2
1", Enter a ze1o {G} for conditions that do
not apply.

{1 9} If Current Placemont Setting (Elemert
41Y¥1is a value that indicates that the child is
nct in a foster family or 2 pre-adeptive home,
then elements 48-55 must be xoro {8).

{11} At least one element between elements
59 and 65 raust be anywored by selectinga -
*1". Buber a zerc for sources that do not
appiy.

(_12} i the snswor to the question, "Has this
chitd ever been adopted?™ (Element 16} is
“17 (Yes}, then the question, *How old was
the child when the sdoption was legalized?””
{Flement 17) must have aa answer from Hak
1o 5.

{13} {fthe Date of Most Recent Perindic
Review [Elemant 5) is not blank, then
Manner of Removal From Home for Current
Placement Episode (Rlement 25} cannot be
option 3, ¥ Not Yet Determined.”

{14) }f Rosson for Discharge (Element 58}
is option 3, "Adoption,” thon Parentai Rights
Termination dates {Blomenty 46 and 47} must
not be blank.

{15] if the Data of Latest Removal From
Horoe (Blernent 21} s present, the Date of
Latest Rernovai From Home Transaction Date
{Element 22} raust be present and must be
later than or equal to the Dats of Latest
Removal From Home {Element 21).

{16] If the Dats of Dischage From Foster
Care {Elemant 58] is present, the Data of
Discharge From Foster Case Transection Date
{Blement 571 must be g\msent and must be
later than or equal to the Date of Discharge
From Foster Care {Element 56},

{17 if the Date of Bischarpe From Foster
Care (flement 56) is presant, it must be after
tha Date of Latest Removal From Home
iflement 21},

b. Dut-of-Range Stendards.

CGut-ofrange standards relate to the
oecurrentes of values in response to data
elernants that excond, either positively or
negatively, ths acceptable range of responses
so the guestion. For example, i the
accaptable tesponses to the element, Sex of
the Adoptive Child, is “1” for g roake end
“2" for a femals, but the datum provided in
the element is “3," this represents an out-of
range response simation.

Out-oitangs comparisons will be mede for
alt slemnents, The accaptable values are
fdescribed in Appendix A, Section 1

3. Missing Data Standards

The term “missing data” relers 1o instances
where data for an eizment are required but
are not present in the submission. Data

elements with values of “Unable to
Determine,™ "Not Vet Determined” or which
are not applicable, are not considerad
missing, .

8. In addition, the following situations will
result in converting data values to & missing
dain status:

"{1) Dats olements whose valtues fail
internal consisienay validations as outhined
in A.2.a{1}-{17) above, and

(2} Data elements whose values are out-oft
fange.

b. The maxireum amount of allowable
missing data is dependent on the data
elements zs described below:

{1} No Missing Data.

The data for the elernents Hsted below
must be present in ail records in the
submission, If apy record contzins missing
data for any of these elements, the entire
submission will be considersd missing and

provessing witl not procead,
Eigem Element name
[ [ Stats.
02 oo | Report date, -
e J— Local agency FIPS code.
G4 ... Rocord rumbar,
{2] Less Than Ten Porcent Missing Data. .
‘The data for the elements Hsted below
caanot have ten percent or mors missing data
without Inctirring @ penalty.
Rt Element description
[+ S Date of mosi recart penodlc. 1o
- EChiki‘s date of birth,
Child's sex.
Child's racs. -
Hispanic grigin. - -
Does chikt have a disabilitylies)?
{ Type of disability {at leas! one
{ st be selected).
31 W Has child been adopted? ~
17 e 1. How old was chitld when adoption
was legalingd? : .
18 .. Date of first removal from home.

Total number of removals from
home 1o date.

20 ... ] Data chid was discharged from
iast foster care. -

21 e | Datte o 1atest removal from home.

Hemoval ransaction date.

b Date of placernent in current foster
care setting.

24 Number of previcus placement
setings during this removat epi-
soide.

25 ..o | Manner of removal from homs for
current. placement episade.

2648 .. | Actions or conditions associated

- with child's removal {at least one

miust be selected).

Currend placement setling.

Out of State placement.

Most recent case plan goal.

Caretaker family struchire.

Year of birth of 15t principal care-
faker.

Yaear of birth of 2nd prncipat care-
takar.

48 L
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¥ — .1 Date of mother's parental rights
termination.

45 ... | Logal of putative father parental

49 ... Fuster family struciure,

50 ... Year of bitth of 181 loster care-
takcar,

5% ....... | Year of binh of 2nd foster care-
taker,

82 ... | Raca of ist foster caretaker.

|- T Hispanic 15t foster caretaker,

54 ... | Race of 2nd foster carelaier.

55 e Hispanic 2nd foster caretaker,

66 .o | Dale of discharge from foster care.

- s - | Foster cars discharge Jansacton

58 ... Reason for discharga.

59-65 .. | Sousrces of Federal supportiassist-
ance for child (at jeast one must
ba selected).

<. Penalty Processing,

Migging detz are a major factor in
determining the application of the penalty
provisions of this regulation,

{1} Selection Rules.

Al deta eloments will be used in
colculnting the missing deta provision of the
penaity unless one of the fol Beniting
rules applios to the detailed case recard.

{a} i Date of Latest Removal From Home
{Element 21) and the Date of Dischurge From
Foster Cara (Element 56} is less than 30 days,
then the following date elements are the only
ones to be used o svaluating the missiog

data provisions for purposes of pensity
Cﬂhgz;:‘, : o

Elements
104
6to 9
21 and 22
41 and 42
55 to 58

(b} I Date of Latest Removal From Home
(Element 18} iz prior to October 1, 1898, then
the following data elements are the only ones
to be used in evaluating the missing data

* provisions for purposes of penaity
calculation: :
Elements

1w4

o9

21 apd 22

41 and 43

561058

{2} Penalty Caleulations.

Tha percentage calculation will be
performed for each data slement. The talal
number of detailed records that are included
by the sefection rules In 3..(1}, will serve as
the denominator, The number of missing data
otcurrences for each slement will sorveas
the numeratar, The result will be multiplisd
by ons hundred. The penalty is invoked
when aty one element's missing Jata
percentags is ten percont or greater.

4. Timaliness of Posier Care Data Reports

The sernbanmual reporting periods wiil be
s of tha end of March and September for
each year. The States are wrad to submit
reports within 45 calendar days after the end
of the semi-snnual reporting period.

Computer gi’.:emteé transaction dutes
indicate the when key foster care svenis
arv entered into the Stete’s computer system.
The ntent of these transaction dates is to
ensure thet Information about the stats of
children in foster cars is recorded and., thus,
reporied o a timely manner.

8. Date of Latest Removal From Home

The Date of Latest Removal From Home
Transaction Date {Element 22} must nol be
more than §0 days sfter the Date of Latest
Removal From Home {Blervent 21} event.

b. Date of Discharge Prom Foster Cars

The Date of Discharge From Foster Care
‘Transaction Date (Element 57) must not be
more than 80 days nfter the Date of Discharge
Frgm Foster Car:{ {E!em;t;t 56} event.

or purposes of penalty processing, ainety
percent of the records in g deuiledrzﬁa
submission, must indicate thal

{1} The difference between the Dats of
tatest Removal From Home Transaction Date
{Elemnent 22} and the Date of Latest Removal
Prom Home (Element 21) event is 60 days or
loos;
and, where applicable, )

{2} The difference betwoen the Date of
Discharge From Foster Cars Trensaction Date
{Element 57}, and the Date of Discharge From
{;a:ex Care {Element 56} event is 80 davs or

B. Adaption i
1. Summary Dsta Elements File Submission
Standards

A sumsoery file must sccompany the

-detailed Dsta Elements File s {ssion. Both

through
C jor details). This summsry
will bo used to varify the completaness of the
Petailed Data File submission received.

a The summary file should be a discrete
file te from the 2emi-anpual )
gmm data file. The record layout

the sununary file is incieded in dix
D, section B.2.c. All data must be included.
if the value for a numeric field is zero, zero -
must be entered. -,

b, The Bepartment will develop a second
summary file by computing the values from
the detailed data file received from the Stata,
The two surnmary files (the one submitted by
the State and the ona crested during Faderal
processing) will be compared, Feld by feid.
1 the twe files maich, further validation of
the detailed data elements will commence,
{See section B.Z below.) If the two summary
Bloa do not match, we will assume that there

" has been an error in mansmission and will

a retransmoission from the State
within 24 hours of the time the Stals has
been notified. In wddition, a log of these
oooarences wiil be kept s s means of
cataloging probiems and offering suggestions
on improved proceduses,

2. Detailed Daiz Elements File Sabimission
Standards

&. Internal Consistengy Validations
tateranl consistency validations involve
evalusting the logical mlationships between

dats elemants in a detailed recozd. For
-axample, an adoption cannot be finalized
wntil parental vights bave been terminated.
Thus, the dates of Mather/Father
Termination of Parental Rights, elements

must ba present and the dates must be prior
to the “Date Adoption Legatized.” If this is

ot the case, an internal inconsistency will

be detected and an “error” indicated in the
detailed dota file.

A number of data elements have “if
applicsble’ contingency relationships with
other data sloments in the detailed record.
For example, if the Adoptive Parent is single,
then the sppropriata sex of the single female/
mala element in the "'Family Structure,”
“Year of Birth"” and "Hace/Crigin” slements
must be compieted and the "nau»aﬁwih:abic"
fiekds for these elernents are 1o be filled with
zeros or left blank. :

‘The intereel consistency validations 1bat
will be performed on the adoption detailed
data are as follows: |

{1) The Child's Date of Birth (Element 5)
must be later than both the Mother's apd
Father's Year of Birth {Elements 18 and 17}
unless either of thess is unknown)

{2} If the Siste child welfare agenz:{ hes
determined that the child is a special needs
child (Blement 9], then “the primary basis for
determining that this child has special
noeds” (Element 10} must he completed. if
“the pri basis for determining that this

mary :
- child has special noeds” (Element 10} Js

an b option "4,” then at leest one
element between Elements 11-15, of
Disability,” must be selected. Enter 4 2070 (6}
for disabilities that do not apply.

(3) Dater of Parental Rights Termination
{Elements 19 and 20) must be completed and
must be prior to the Date Adoption Legalized
Element 21}, )

{4} 31 13 & smonthly Baancial subsidy bel
paid for this child” (El 1 35) iz or

. pegatively, 2", then Element 36 must be

ze70 {0} end ~Ts the subsidy pald under Thie
V-E aesigtance” [Blomeant 27} must
boa™2®, .

{5} i the ~Child Was Placed By™ (Element
34} ix answered with option 1, "Public
Agency,” then the question, “Did the State
Agancy Have any involvement in This

” {Elemnent 4) must ba 1",

(6} 15 the “Reletionship of Adoptive
Parent{s) to the Child,” “Foster Parent of
Child” (Blement 31) is selected, then the
question, *Did the Siata Agency Have sy
involvement in This Adoption' {Elewment 4)
must be 17,

{7) 1f ~Is s monthly fnancial subsidy being
paid for this child?"” {Element 35} angwarnd
~1," then the guestion, "Did the State Apency
Have any lavolvement in This Adoption™
{Element 4] must ba *1.” )

{8) If the “Family Structure” (Elament 22}
is option 3, Single Female, then the Mother's
Yeor of Birth (Element 23}, the " Adoptive
Mothers's Race” {Element 25} and "Hispenic
Origin™ (Element 268) must be completed.
Stmilarly, if the “Family Structuse™ (Element
22} is optien 4, Single Male, then the Father's
Year of Bisth (Element 24), the “Adoptive
Fathers's Race™ {Element 27} and ~Hispanic
Crigin™ (Blament 28] must be complsted. 1
the "Family Stracture” {Element 22} is
aption 1 or 2, then both Mother's and
Futher's “Year of Birth,” “Race” and
“Hispanic Origin™ must be compieted,

b. Qut-of-Range Standards,

Cut-of-range standarda relate to the
occurtence of velues in response o data
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slemetits Lhat axcred, either positively or
negatively, the acceptah}e range of responses
to the qg;asuon. For exs.z}::gii if the
table responge to the slement, Sex of

mdapﬁw Child, is %" for # mnale and 2
for a fermale, but the datum provided in the
element is "3,” this reproesents an out-of
range response siuation,

Out-ofrange comparisons will be made for
21} elements. The acceptable values are
deseribed in appendix B, section L.

4, Missing Data Standards

The term "missing data’ refors to instances
where data for an element ars required but
are nat present in the submission. Data
elements with values of “Unable to
Petermine,” “Other or which are not
applicable, are nof considersd missing,

_ a.Inaddition, the following situations will
rssuM in converting data valves to 3 missing
data skatus:

{t} Data elements whose vaiues fail
internal consistency validations as outtined
in 2148} above and

- {2} Data elements whase values are 0%1l~€)f~
range,

b. The maximum ameount of aljowahls
missing data is dependent on the data
glernenls as described below,

{3} Ho Missing Data.

The dats for the eloments Lsted below
must Be present in all regords in the
submission. if any record centaing missing
data for any of these elements, the entite

submission will be considerad missing and

processing will not proceed.

Hipent Eiement name

o1 .. State,

0z .. Report date,

83 ... | Becord number.

1 . -desswsagemyhawmym
voivemers in this adoption?

£2¥ Lags Than Ten Pescent Missing Data

The data for the elesnents Hated bolow
cannot have ten percent of more missing data
without incurring @ penaity.

Element
Mo

Element nams

.........

Does £hild have speciah needs?
tnclicate the primary basis Jor de-
‘cial needs. {4 Element 09 is yes,
you must answer this guestion.)
Type of speciad nees (at least one
must be salecled.}
Mother's yeas of birth.

-} Father's your of Disth,.

‘Was mother marfed at fme of
child's bith?

Q&enimwmrstemtmotpe—
sental Bghis.

Date of lather's te;mmstm of pa-
tental rights.

Pale adoption legalired.

Adoptm& parertis) family strug-

ummr's year of bitth,

Father's yoar of birth,

Adoptive mother's race.

Hispanic maother,

Adoptive father's race.

Hispanic faiher.

felationzhip of adoptive parentfs)
e chitd {at feast one must be

by,

is & monihly financiak sabsidy petict
for this chilo?

# yes, the mondhly amawd is?

v the ohild teceiving Title W-E
adoption assistance? {if Element
35 s a "1 {(Yes! an answer fo
s cuestion s rmeoguled)

<. Penalty Processing.

Missing duta ate & major factor in
determining the spplication of the penaity
provisions of this regulation.

t1} Selection Rules, .

Only the adeption recovds with a 71" {¥es)
answer in Blement 4, "Did the State Agency
have any Involvement in this adoption™ wilh
be subject 1o the penaity assessment process.

{ZY Penalty Calgulations.

The percentage calculation will be
performed for each data element. Tha total
number of detailed records will sepve as the
denominator and the number of missing data
cccurrences for cach element will serve as
the numerator. The result will be multiplied
by otia bundred. The penalty is favoked
when any ona element's missing data
percentage is ten percent or greatar.

4. Tirmefiness of Adaption Data Reposts

FThe semi-annual reporting periods will be
as of the end of March and September for.

_ each year. The States are required o submit

reports within 45 calendar days after the end
of the semi-annual reporting petriod.

For penalty assessment purposes, however, -
no specific timeliness of data standards
apply. Deta on sdoptions should be
submitted as prompily sfter finalization as
possibile.

The dosired approach to reporting
adoption data is that adoptions should be .
reported during the reparting period in
which the adoption is legalized. Or, at the
State's option. they can be reported in the |
following reposting period i the adoption is
legalized within the last 60 days of the-
reporting period.

‘Negative reports must ba submitted for any
semmi-annual period in which no adeptions

have beer legalized.
Appendix F ta Part 1355

ALLOTMENT OF FUNDS WiTH 427 INCENTIVE FUNDS TITLE IV-B CHitD WELFARE SERVICES FISCAL YEAR 1983

Alletiment at Aliotment; at 427 mcentive
Mame o_f State 5204 624 000 $141,000,0001 furds

,,,,,,,,,, 5,798,257 2771,128 A02F 123
874,717 358,179 319,558
e T e £781,390 2,281,632 2489758
Arkaﬂsas 3405075 1,685 507 1,816,474
California 048818 14,208,363 15,842 455
COlOragy ..o eeneensnns 3844 876 1,850,024 1,984,852
COONDBEHEUE 1 ocerroomreos et tseeescereb b eeess e sememeoeaseer o eresteess e neson meesebmessbeeeeenmessoasseeeeareen 2,065,826 1,001,122 4,054,704
et 783,822 A7 168 366,654
Dist of Cc& .............. 448212 248,344 198 888
Florigda, 12,848,000 8,141,615 5,804 391
[E 1T s e e : i B.386 050 3091331 43694 855
BRI s oo D T s I e s 3,281,048 £41,063 sac08s
tdahig 2 1754404 554,884 879670
HEirusis. i 12,167,021 5768574 6387 447
_ Indisna mmmssnssssesrre R aneel nala R S B e AU e 7,115,188 3382123 3,723,068
lowa ... 35685012 1,718,385 1347 327
Kansas . 3083341 1,490,626 1592 415
Kentucky .. 5,152.133 2,485 316 2,706 817
Louisiana .. £,750,330 3.220.076 3,530,254
Maire ...... 1,533,067 FH9.902 Fraes
MEANVIBNG oo s 4,256,288 2,044,023 2212265
MESSEONUSBS 1ovvrsiiririins isririecerernts st oressmnes resdessmse s reearasrem seesarem b ebbene s 4 E8E T7HD 2190422 2.376.333
RHEFBGEAI ©ovviicaiinieiiecsiie cecos sreras b ser s st as amaes s s arsnsn s nesamem mesesams s asseemant oo st mesoass baem 169,860,253 5,158,085 5702,164
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ALLOTMENT OF FUNDS WITH 427 INCENTVE FU

—

NDS TITLE IV-B CHLD WELFARE SERVICES FISCAL YEAR 1993—

Continued
s Allotment at - Alictment at-. AZT incantive
. Nt e $294,624000t | $141,000,0000 |. - - funds
Minnesota . 5,082,532 2,438,345 2,654,183
Mississippé 4,437,556 2,125,490 2,308,057
Missour 8,217,700 2,968,321 3248788
Mortasa . 1,211,800 608,414 603,395
Nebraska 2,136,870 1,044,528 1,092,142
Nevada 1,328,382 862,431 663,331
New Hampshire 1,078,123 §458,375 532,748
New Jarsay . 5,347 862 2,539,793 2,767,869
Neaw Mexica 2,483 475 1,212,778 1280597
W R o iAo 15,530,358 7,380,253 8,170,105
Notth Carolina 8,326,069 3,963,107 4362952
North Dakota 082,956 500,499 | 482 456
Ohio 13,052582 6,191.871 | 8,860,711
Oklahoma 4,428 365 2,125,165 2303200
Oregon 3.576.418 1,723,434 1852684
Pannsylvania 12,649,950 8,002.M7 6,647,943
Rriode island ... 1,070,459 541,762 | K28 687
SOUT BATOINA oviorvesieessssrssasssssssmsess srasetesssssess s st sims b ra s ey et fans starrs i 5101221 2,442 447 2658774
South Dakol 1,107,008 558,996 545013
Tens a 8,328,617 3021219 3,307,308
Texas i 23,687.568 11,206,547 12,481,084
Utah 3,478,384 1,667,206 1,801,178
Vermont 742,584 390,454 359130
Virginis .. 6,321,841 3,018,024 3303817
Washi 5667518 2,709.481 i - 2958037
West Virginia - 2,564,854 1246284 |' 2318260
WisGonsin ...... 6033052 | 2,881,847 | 3,151 205
Wyoming 751264 351,247 360,017

* These folais include aliotments to the United States Territories. Therefore, the summation of the States” altotments will.not be aquivalent.

PART 1356—REQUIREMENTS
APPLICABLE TO TITLE V-E

6. The authority citation for part 1356
is revised to read as follows:

Authority: 42 U5.C. 620 et seq, 42 U.5GC,
B0 et seq.: 42 L8.0 1302, '

7. Section 1356.20 is amended by
redesignating existing paragraphs (b}
through (d) as {d} through (£} and adding
new paragraphs {b) and {c} as follows:

§1356.20 State plan document and
submission requiraments,
Y :

* - * L

{b) Failure by a State to comply with
the requiremenis and standords for the
data reporting system for foster care and
adoption (§ 1355.40 of this chapter] |
shali be considered a substantial failure
by the State in complying with the State
plan for title IV-E. Penalties as -
described in § 1355.40(e} of this chapter
shali epply.

{c} For purposes of the application of
penalties described in § 1355.40 of this
chapter, the requirement st § 201.5(e)
regarding the withholding of funds until
the Secretary “* * * is satisfied that
there will no longoer be any such failure
to comply * * *" will be met by
submission of ene acceptable regularly
scheduled semi-annuai dats

transmission of the type which was the

contained in the information system as

cause of the penalty. verilied by reports from all other

ke O omT T W T A programs included in the system,
&. Section 1356.60 is amended by ) L .

adding a new paragraph {c) [2}(x).and ~ PART 1357—REQUIREMENTS

new paragraph {d}, and republishing the APPLICABLE TG TITLE V-8

Introductory text in paragraph {c){2) te
read as follows:

§1356.60 Fiscal requiremants (tite IV-E}.
L * L X . L
' o I

{2} The feliowing are examples of
allowahie administrative costs necessary
for the administration of the foster care
program.:

9. The authority citation for part 1357
is revised to read as follows: .

Authority: 42 U.5.C. 620 et seq., 42 U.S.C
670 et seq.; 42 U.8.C. 1302,

10. Section.1357.15 is amended by
adding # new paragraph {h} as follows:

§1357.15 Ghild weffare services State pian

= - » _ requirgments and submittal.
{x) Costs ralated to data collection and  * A A
reporting. . (h) In meeting the requirements of
" * E - L]

{d)} Cost of the data collection system.
{1} Costs related to data collection
system initiation, impiementation and
agflral{on may be charged asan

istrative cost of title IV-E at the
50 percent matching rate subject to the
restrictions in paragraph (d) (2} of this
section

{2) For information systems used for
purposes other than those specified by
saction 479 of the Act, costs must be
allocated and must bear the same ratio
as the foster care and adoptios
population bears to the total population

section 442(b)(8). each State must
provide assurances that it will meet the
requirements for data reporting for
foster care and adoption as described in
45 CFR 1255.40 and transmit the
required data in the form and manner
prescribed by that section.

{FR Doc. 93-30004 Filed 12-21-83; 8:45 am]
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